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Milborne Port Computers
Computer Sales & Repairs ... PC & MAC
• Sherborne • Middlemarsh • Sturminster • Hazelbury Bryan •
• Shaftesbury • Gillingham • Wincanton • Castle Cary •
ü Small Business Support

ü Wi-Fi Boosting

ü New PCs & Laptops

ü Wireless Networks

ü Laptop Repairs

ü Broadband Setup

ü PC Upgrades

ü Disaster Recovery

ü Virus Removal

ü IPhone & iPad Setup

The Weighbridge • High Street • Milborne Port • DT9 5DG

01963 250788
www.mpfix.co.uk

MARK ANDREWS
Property Maintenance

Patios Fencing Renovations
Decorating/Tiling Driveways/Landscaping
M: 07592 523241 T: 01963 250223
E: markandrewspm@gmail.com
-3-

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Something Else Fishy
Quality Fish & Chips

Cherie Creighton
Counsellor Accredited BACP
Hypnotherapist LCCH
Meditation and Reiki Healing
Topical Workshops
Promoting Wellbeing
Confidentiality Assured
Mindfulness for Stress reduction

Fish & Chip
and Seafood restaurant

OPEN Thursday, Friday and Saturday
12pm to 2pm and 5pm to 9.30pm

Holistic Centre
215 High Street
Milborne Port

1 High Street • Milborne Port

Tel: 01963 250225

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

TIPPLING PHILOSOPHER
HIGH STREET
MILBORNE PORT
DT9 5AQ
01963250999

Kindredcornerhouse.co.uk
01963 251562 or 07933737081

www.tipplingphilosopher.com

Dave & Di Welcome You To Milborne Port

Tel: 01963 34334
or 07792 192091

MILBORNE PORT
HAIRDRESSER

CRACKMORE
GARAGE
(Jon Creighton - Workshop Manager)

SERVICING
REPAIRS
CAR SALES
M.O.T. TESTING £35
Milborne Port 251221
-4-

-5-

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

The
Port Collective @

Cafe Pineapple
A collection of independent traders
including The Cafe Pineapple, The
Slipped Stitch, Barbarella, Shades
of Pale and Brocante.

- WEDDINGS - PRIVATE PARTIES - CORPORATE CATERING - EVENT MOBILE BARS - HOG ROASTS - FUNERALS - OFFICE BUFFETS

At High Street
Milborne Port

www.clairescatering.org.uk clairescateringltd@gmail.com

!"#$%&'(
(

(
(
)*+,-.,./(011234-+4-5(
!
"#$!%&'(%)*!+,%!-).-/-.(#0*!#).!'%(*'*!
!
1(*-)&**!#22,()'*!#).!'#$!
!
! ! !
!
!
3,%'4!5'%&&'6!7-08,%)&!9,%'!
!
!
! !
:;<=>!?;@>?A!
!
!
!
!
!
WAYNE !PULLEN
!

!

07811 536050
or 250152

01963 251217

Friendly reliable service

Family Butcher

TOP QUALITY LOCAL MEAT

Prime Beef, Lamb, Free-Range Pork,
Free Range Chickens and Ducks
A Large Selection of Home-Cooked Meats and Pies
Quality – Service – Satisfaction

6 High Street, Milborne Port Tel. 01963 250222
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E. Taylor
48 Manor Road, Milborne Port, Sherborne DT9 5BN

Tel: 01963 250829
Mobile: 07967 048707

R J Woodley
Plumbing and Heating

01963 250467
07970 307350
23 South View Road
Milborne Port, Sherborne Dorset DT9 5BS

DAVE THURGOOD
Painter & Decorator
**FREE QUOTES**
07792391368

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acupuncture
Osteopathy
Chiropody / Podiatry
Counselling
Physiotherapy
EMDR Therapy
Manual Lymphatic Drainage
Soft Tissue Therapy,
Sports & Remedial Massage
• Shiatsu
• Swedish Massage
• Hopi Ear Candle Therapy
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www.sherbornedecorator.com

56 London Road,
Milborne Port
Sherborne DT9 5DW
Tel: 01963 251860
*Free Parking*
*Wheelchair Access*

SERENE DREAMS
With Deborah Barsby

INSURANCE
THAT’S ON YOUR
DOORSTEP

Mobile Complementary Therapist
with Beauty in Milborne Port
Treatments include:

Massage, Reflexology,
Aromatherapy, Indian Head
Massage, Chinese Cupping, Waxing
Manicures & Pedicures, Facials,
Eyelash extensions,
Eyelas & Eyebrow tints.

Call our office in Yeovil
on 01935 475 661

55 Ridgeway Sherborne Dorset DT9 6DA
dave.thurgoodstfc@btinternet.com

info@56londonroad.co.uk
www.56londonroad.co.uk

Hours: 9am - 9pm Monday - Friday

Agent of the National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited.
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Phone 07791625289 - 01963251869
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CATRIONA CLARK
BOOKKEEPING
Catriona Clark MICB PM Dip

3 Henning Way

MILBORNE PORT

Sherborne, Dorset DT9 5HN

01963 250928 / 07975 885905
info@catrionaclarkbookkeeping.com
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Watch This Space
As I write we are still in lockdown. All the church
services in November, including Remembrance
Sunday and Advent Sunday, had to go online to
comply with the government restrictions. We can’t
be sure what Christmas 2020 will look like both for
gathered church and how we celebrate Christmas
in our homes with our families. We are hopeful that after 2nd
December we will be allowed to return to worshipping in our church
buildings with all the Covid -19 precautions still in place.
HOWEVER….The services we have published (p.22) are very
tentative and some may need to be ticket-only events with reduced
numbers attending, to keep everyone safe. At the moment, all we can
say is ‘watch this space’ and be prepared for last minute changes.
By the time you read this, the church season of Advent will have begun.
The word Advent means “coming”, and when something is coming we
wait with anticipation. We ‘watch this space’ : a theme that will
resonate for us more than ever this year.

purrfect
beautyx

Justynas Art

BEAUTICIANS

Canvas Portraits

NATURAL ARTIST
Perfect Gifts Your designs

Based in Milborne Port
Hairdressers
Call us for an appointment on

07753-283768
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Facebook - Justyna Art
Justyna.artpage@yahoo.co.uk
Tel: 07849-488518

The wisdom of the church having seasons such as Lent, Easter, Advent
and Christmas is that we can worship differently as we travel through
the year. Some worship, like at Easter and Christmas, is full of
celebration and praise. Lent is quite different - it tends to be about
things like simplicity, confession and sacrifice. Advent has an even
more mysterious character. It is about yearning, waiting, anticipating.
The prayer of Advent is-Come Lord Jesus. We watch this space and
make space for God.
Getting ready for Christmas involves a lot of waiting. We wait in
supermarket queues, we wait to open presents, we wait for the family
to turn up, we wait for the turkey to be cooked, we even wait for the
next government announcement. Yet in the middle of all the waiting, is
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it possible that we’ve forgotten the most important waiting of all: the
waiting for a baby? Not just any baby, but the baby Jesus, Christ the
King.
The ‘coming’ of Jesus refers to his first coming
as a baby 2,000 years ago. The birth, life, death
and resurrection of Jesus kicked off the
kingdom of God on earth. This was the
beginning of a kingly rule. The kingdom of Jesus
is an upside down kingdom. The first are last,
the poor are blessed, outcasts are welcomed, light shines from
darkness, life comes out of death and victory comes from sacrifice.
Today we don’t talk much about kings, but we do long for new rulers,
for changes in authority and power. In Advent we remember that the
human race is waiting, anticipating, yearning for a new ruler; what the
Bible calls the true King of an alternative Kingdom
I wish you all a blessed and happy Christmas
Rev Sarah
Watch This Space -Worship in the Waiting
Throughout Advent St John’s Church will be holding a weekly
gathering on Zoom on the theme of ‘Worship in the Waiting’. We will
be using Advent Journey material written by Sara and Sam Hargreaves.
The gathering will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday evenings by Zoom
26th November: Waiting for a King
3rd December: Holy Suspense
10th December: Active Patience
17th December: Hope-filled expectation
Zoom joining details will be in the pew news. If you don’t already
receive pew news emailed out each week, please ask Rev Sarah for the
details. (revsjgodfrey@gmail.com)

- 12 -

“Blue Christmas”
Saturday 19th December at 4 p.m. in
St John’s Church
The first Christmas after someone in the
family has died is always difficult. This year
it will be even harder. During the lockdown
families throughout the country have had to
make difficult decisions over who could
attend the funeral of loved ones.
This service is for those who have lost a loved one during the previous
year or so, and would like the opportunity to remember them in a
special way at Christmas. The service consists of prayers, readings,
music and silence, with the names of those who have died read out and
candles lit.
This year the service will be held in the main body of the church rather
than in the lady chapel so that we can observe social distancing. We will
have to restrict our numbers to 50 so it will help us to know if you would
like to come. Please book your place with Sarah. If you would like your
relative’s name read at this service but feel unable to come please also
let Sarah know. 01963 250248
Church will be open for private prayer in the run up to Christmas and
you are welcome to come and light a candle at other times as well.

Church House 100 Club
1st Prize

£30

Mr P Kelly

2nd Prize

£20

Anonymous (no.4)

3rd Prize

£10

Mrs M Hughes
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Thank You: Mrs Maureen Shepherd would like to
thank sincerely the kind neighbours who helped her
and called paramedics when she had a fall at Canon
Court Mews in October. She does not know their
names but is most grateful.
Thank You to all the kind people who sent good
wishes and prayers for me and for John while I
was in Yeovil District Hospital. I’m so glad to be
recovering at home now.
Margaret Barker

No Milborne Port Health Walks? Oh yes there are!
I would like to correct the article by Bob Walden in the November
magazine. His writing gives the impression that there are no health
walks in Milborne Port. I wish to make it clear that we have a thriving
group who have been walking together for three years.
We meet at 10 a.m. in East Street Car Park every Monday morning. Our
walks last approximately 1 hour. We have 4 regular leaders, and we
are always pleased to welcome any new members.
Providing there is no further lockdown, we will be walking again
on December 7th. For further information contact Sally Oxford at
Milborne Port Surgery or Pat Couper, email pcouper68@icloud.com.
Pat Couper
Congratulations to David Whittle, who took the wonderful
snowy picture on this month’s cover.
Do you have a great picture of a location in or around Milborne
Port? Please send it for consideration as a future cover photo to
magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk

News from the Parish Council
The Parish Council is delighted to welcome a new
member of the team in the form of our new
ranger, Martin Amos. Some of you might already
have seen him working his new patch in the last
few weeks, especially at Coldharbour and Pope’s
Lane. Martin is an employee of South Somerset
District Council but is deployed by the Parish
Council on a Wednesday to complete a variety of
maintenance tasks, including hedge cutting and
tree surgery, clearing overgrown areas and helping the volunteers who
tend to the Ball Court and Grove Garden. Do say hello if you see him!
Safety and Parking Improvements Requested by the Parish
Council Over the last year, the Parish Office has been in receipt of
many complaints with regards to dangerous parking along the A30;
complaints have also been made to South Somerset District Council,
Somerset County Council, and the Police. It seems it is not a case of
waiting for an accident to happen, as two already have.
Back in late summer, some Members of the Parish Council, the Deputy
Parish Clerk and the Senior Highways Officer from SCC conducted a
site visit, walking the full length of the A30 as it passes through the
village; they also looked at some other areas that have featured in
complaints.
The SCC Highways Officer was then able to make recommendations to
the Parish Council as to what SCC could do to address the problems.
Originally, the Parish Council wanted time to consider and consult on
the changes but the council was informed that a decision needed to be
made by early November if the safety improvements were to be put into
SCC 2021 programmed works. So, at the Full Council meeting at the
start of November, Parish Council members agreed to approve the
Highways Officer’s recommendations. The proposed changes are:

14
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·
·
·
·
·

Yellow lines around junctions coming off the A30 (as parking on
the same is dangerous).
Yellow lines in the narrow parts of the A30 (as parking in the same
is leading to accidents).
Yellow lines at the top of South Street to stop parking in front of
the dropped kerb (following complaints that it has been blocked).
A disabled parking bay introduced opposite the chemist.
Time restricted parking directly outside the shops (with the
support of the proprietors).

·
The council considered and rejected the notion of parking restrictions
in North Street and Gainsborough. The Parish Council has now issued
a formal request to Somerset County Council (SCC) Highways
Department for these safety improvements to be made. Somerset
County Council will begin a consultation process in the new year.
Large Grant Awarded to Milborne Port Primary School The
Parish Council has been approached by the Primary School for
financial support towards the purchase of 35 Chrome Books for pupils
who, under the current Covid-19 restrictions, are studying from home.
The school has no budget for this contingency and is applying to every
source of grant funding it can find. Members of the Parish Council
were pleased to be able to award £2,390 towards the total costs; this
should buy 10 Chrome Books.
Springfield Play Park Refit: At the risk of raising expectations of
anything happening soon, it is a fact that planning is underway for
improvements to the Springfield Play Park. Over the coming months,
consultation will be undertaken with the users (and parents!) to see if
there is any preference as to what people would like to see added or
changed. It is likely that there are many hoops to be jumped through
before any work on the ground starts, but this is certainly a project that
the Parish Council hopes will be completed by the end of 2021.
Simon Pritchard (Clerk) and Nathalie Hetherington (Deputy Clerk)
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We love our school and we think
you will too!
Our school is a very special place and it is such a
shame that we can’t show any visitors around at
the moment.
We would normally be showing prospective
parents/carers around our school because they would like their
children to start here. Instead, this year there is a school tour video on
our website. Please take a look!
https://www.milborneport.somerset.sch.uk/virtual-tourmovie

This is what we love about our school The school is wonderful; I think there are lots of lovely teachers and
students. There is always something exciting happening, my favourite
part is the very special Book Hut, we can choose a book we would like
and are allowed to take it home and keep it!
Joseph
I would recommend our school because all
of the adults are kind and friendly, there is
always someone to listen to you. We have
our own swimming pool, playing field and
now we have a new AstroTurf area.
Sidney
I love our school, as the lessons are
exciting and fun. We learn about all sorts
of things from Maths, Science, English,
History and PE to name a few. There is
opportunities
to
learn
musical
instruments, swimming and sports clubs.
Our playground is great, we have a huge field to play on, and now there
is a new AstroTurf area for lots of games.
George
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Café Pineapple
As you know the Café Pineapple has been closed for all
of this year. Initially that was to allow for essential work
on the building, notably to the floor of the flat above
which affected the structure of the ceiling – bits kept
falling off! Then, as with all else, the Coronavirus hit
and delayed everything. Some of the work was held up
as materials became unobtainable and it became clear
that the work was going to take longer than expected,
being done on a voluntary basis.
Corona has hit again and at a meeting of the Pineapple committee on
9th November it was decided that the project would be brought to an
end. It was unclear when the café could ever be opened on a viable basis
and the existing team had shrunk and were becoming more “brocante”!
i.e. older and whilst valuable (and attractive) having to take on a more
decorative than hard working character.
It remains to thank all those who have been involved for the work put
in and the time spent: to Anna for having the vision and the generosity
of making the space and equipment available, to Paul for his work on
the fabric and to all those who have worked in the café and were
working to bring the rest of the ground floor into use.
Anna leaves the café space available for a not-for-profit activity at a
peppercorn rent or for commercial use.
Note that Millie and her wool and knitting
business ‘The Slipped Stitch’ remain in
place.
If you have left any items at the café for sale, please
contact Anna (annadeepford@gmail.com)
Frank Wright
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There will be lots to see and
do this Christmas in
Milborne Port… we want to
spread the Christmas Cheer and Light Up Milborne… let’s make it the
best year ever! Read on to see what is happening and how you can take
part!
Thank you to everyone who so very kindly donated towards this year’s
Christmas trees, we hope you all enjoy them! It is not too late to donate,
please send your donation via BACS to:
Sort Code 30-99-98 Account number 43260968
Ref: Xmas Tree donation
Thank you to everyone who said yes to having a festive Scarecrow in
their window. From 1st December we will be able to take a walk
around our lovely village and look at wonderful window displays. Some
of these windows will have a hidden scarecrow, so why not join in the
festive fun and enter the Scarecrow Hunt? It’s free and there will be
prizes! Entry forms available to collect from no. 26 Wheathill Way;
there will be 49 scarecrows to find all over the village. Special thanks to
Iris and the brilliant ladies from Milborne Port
Craft Group for kindly making the Scarecrows.
Children look out for the special Santa Post
Box, outside the Spirit of Milborne Port’s
window in North Street, just up from the Sports
& Social club. Post your letter before the 14th
December to make sure Santa gets it in time,
you will receive a special Santa letter back!
Make sure Mummy & Daddy include
your address so Santa knows where to
come!!
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Watch the Christmas Light Switch On from the comfort of your
own home, live on FB Friday 27th November 6.30 p.m., followed by
the Grand Christmas Raffle Draw, where the lucky winner will have
£100 cash prize, runner up £50, 3rd lucky ticket £25 plus Christmas
hampers!!
Thank you everyone who kindly donated items for the hamper and to
Margaret Curtis who oversees this event every year with the help of
Hillary who very kindly puts together the hampers, also to our fantastic
Milkman Steve Davis who has been selling raffle tickets alongside our
SOMP team selling at Milborne Market…and I have to give a shout out
to Steve Bennet who is the Whizz Kid behind all of our FB advertising,
and all the S.O.M.P Team… this wouldn’t run without you guys!
Christmas is a special time for us all,
but it can be lonely for some, especially
with the extra impact Covid may have
this year. With this in mind, we are
running a Christmas Wish Red Ribbon
Envelope event. For just £1 you can
purchase your red ribbon, write a
special Christmas wish and attach to
the large tree on the Weigh Bridge.
Purchase your special ribbon from
Something Else Fishy, or Milborne
Market Stall ‘Orchard Sweet Treats &
Savoury Bakes’, all proceeds going to Cancer Research.
Phew… I think that just about covers everything! Wishing you all a Very
Merry Christmas!!
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All services are subject to last minute changes and our published
schedule is aspirational. Numbers in all our churches are restricted to
allow for social distancing, so some services will need to be by ticket
only. To avoid disappointment please check. You can join our
mailing list for up-to-date news by sending your email address to Rev
Sarah: revsjgodfrey@gmail.com.
The Christmas Candle-lit Carol Service will
be held in Milborne Port on Sunday 20th at 6 p.m.
with an overflow service on Tuesday 22nd at 6 p.m.
You will need a ticket for these. Please contact
Rev Sarah.
Lighting the Way to Bethlehem As numbers are restricted in
church this year, our normal crib service will be different and even
more awesome! Come and visit our outside crib any time on Christmas
Eve. Bring with you a jam jar lantern decorated in some way, with a tea
light inside to place on the crib. You may want to attach a prayer to the
lantern. You are welcome to place one by the church as well but please
don't all come at once. Come back later in the day to see all the lights
and prayers. Sarah will bless the cribs at 4 p.m. This is an event for
adults and children. Children come between 2 and 4 p.m., bring
a lantern and we will give you a Christingle bag.
There is no midnight service this year as there will be no time to
deep clean the church before the morning service.

Thank you to everyone who has supported our events over the years,
we do hope to be back next year, in the meantime, should you have any
ideas, or wish to find out more about what we do please contact Claire
Andrews 07729 582669 or Andy Maidment 07973 987523.

On Christmas Morning we will operate an overflow in Church
House if necessary. First come first served. We are truly sorry if we
can’t accommodate everyone. To allow everyone in the village who
wants to, to attend church over the Christmas week, please can you
choose just one service to attend. Please can we remind you that
face coverings must be worn at all our services.
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(including the Principal Service Readings)
Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at St John’s: Daily at 9 a.m.

Any of these details may be
subject to change. We are
complying with government and C of
E guidelines for all our services.
Please do not attend if you have any
Covid-19 symptoms (a temperature,
continuous dry cough, or loss of sense
of smell or taste). Please remember to
bring a face covering with you.
Sunday 6th December Advent 2
Isaiah 40. 1-11/Mark 1.1-8
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
6.00 p.m.
Advent Service of Light

Goathill
Milborne Port
Charlton Horethorne

Sunday 13th December Advent 3
1 Thessalonians 5. 16-24/John1.6-8,19-28
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
6.00 p.m.
Christmas Service

Milborne Port
Stowell tbc

Friday 18th
6.00 p.m.

Milborne Wick

Christmas Joy

Saturday 19th
4.00 p.m.
Blue Christmas
for those wanting to remember loved ones
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Milborne Port
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Sunday 20th December Advent 4
Magnificat/Luke1.6-28
10.30 am
Christmas Communion
4.00 p.m.
Christmas Service
6.00 p.m.
Candle-lit Service

Tuesday 22nd
6.00 p.m.
Candle-lit Service

Charlton Horethorne
Goathill
Milborne Port
Ticket only (max 50)

Milborne Port
Ticket only (max 50) tbc

Thursday 24th Christmas Eve
10.30 a.m.
Christmas Communion
Goathill
2 p.m. -4 p.m. Lighting the Way to Bethlehem, with
4.00 p.m.
Blessing of the Crib (outside) Milborne Port

Friday 25th Christmas Day
Isaiah 52.7-10 / Luke 2-1-20
9.00 a.m.
Christmas Service
(no Communion)
Charlton Horethorne
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
Milborne Port
With overflow in Church House
Sunday 27th December Christmas 1
9.00 a.m.
Christmas Communion
10.30 a.m.
Benefice Service on Zoom
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Milborne Wick

Milborne Port Climate and Nature Action

Milborne Port in Bloom
This year ends on a positive note for
the Bloom Group. Britain in Bloom
with the RHS have recognised the
efforts of the community gardening
activities. People have felt closer to
nature throughout lockdown and valued access to green space so much
more.
The community are valuing the work of our Bloom group more than
ever.
We wish you all a Merry Christmas and look forward to 2021.
Karen Gough
On behalf of Milborne Port in Bloom Group

Milborne Port Weather Station Report for October
October turned out to be a very wet month with over twice
the normal rainfall with a total of 124.8mm of rain, most of
it fell at the beginning of the month then a lot more towards
the end of the month. Wettest day was the 3rd with 18.4mm
Despite the rain, temperatures were a
little above normal with the maximum
of 17.3C recorded on the 7th and a minimum of
2.6C recorded on the 17th. Mean temperature for
the month was 11.1C.
It was also a very breezy month with the maximum windspeed of
34mph recorded on the 24th.
Alan Whitewick
www.milborneportweather.co.uk
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Halloween Tree Planting in Milborne Port!
Despite driving rain and high
winds, Milborne Port Climate and
Nature Action succeeded in their
ambitious target of planting 230
trees last month. Over the two
days of intense planting, our
volunteers could be seen coming
and going, grappling with spades,
stakes, saplings and mud,
sustained only by chocolate brownies and their vision of a just and
sustainable future for all. The planting took place on the other side of
the fence to Milborne Port’s spacious sports and recreation ground. We
are most grateful to Robert and Richard Hunt for making the land
available. The native hedgerow trees were chosen for their natural
resilience, and their value to a diversity of wildlife.
Trees can lock up carbon for centuries and have the potential to make
a significant contribution in the fight against climate change. They also
provide a habitat for thousands of species, prevent flooding, help
provide us with clean air and water, and can even help protect our
mental health. The air we breathe, the water we drink, and the living
soils on which we depend all rest on nature’s economy. Increasing our
tree cover is vital to restoring and maintaining nature’s health.
Government targets include planting 1.5 million trees by 2050, but we
need to act long before then. Milborne Port Climate and Nature Group
will continue to act with urgency in addressing the crisis we all face. If
you would like to help please contact us. Everyone’s contribution is
welcome. We wish you a Happy Christmas.
milborneportclimateaction@gmail.com
https://network23.org/milbornecan/
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Plastic Free Milborne Port – The Gascoigne
Over the last few months Milborne Port Plastic Free Communities has
been working with the West Country Rivers Trust to monitor and
restore the river Gascoigne.
Milborne Port is inseparable from its river, and the history of our
community has been shaped for centuries by its waters. The Domesday
Book of 1086 records six mills in the village, and surviving mill sites
stand mute witness to the river’s importance to past generations. The
Gascoigne was once a source of unique, natural power, and over time
countless lives and livelihoods have rested on the strength and health
of the river.
Tracing the course of the river takes us
back in time, from the industrial to the
agricultural era, and finally to a period
before both. Yet however far back we tread,
the river remains at the centre of the story
of Milborne Port. It is both old beyond
measure, and eternally young, perpetually
renewing itself from century to century,
and moment to moment. However
important its economic role, throughout its
life the river has always offered us more
than a living. Its beauty can place us under
a
spell,
taking
us
beyond the
preoccupations and stresses of our daily
lives, allowing us to live for that briefest of
moments in a timeless present. In a way
that escapes our understanding, the river helps us renew ourselves.
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Unfortunately changing farming practices and the pressures of our
ruthless, modern economy have taken a toll on the Gascoigne, and the
river now resembles a shadow of what it once was. The Environment
Agency classifies much of the river as in 'poor' health. Like so much of
the natural world around us, our river faces a deepening, ecological
crisis.
Increasingly hot and dry summers have also sapped the vitality of the
Gascoigne, and as climate change accelerates this attrition is likely to
worsen. The wildlife that depends on the river's health is also affected.
When rivers suffer a cascade of effects spreads outwards, impacting
other species, as the biodiversity on which they depend is destroyed.
Milborne Port relies on a healthy environment and clean water for
public health, tourism, and agricultural sustainability. Fundamentally
we are all dependent on the web of life that surrounds us. Rivers are a
crucial thread in the complex pattern that sustains all of our lives.
If you would like to help, please get in touch via
Plasticfreemilborne@gmail.com
Austin Fletcher
Coordinator, Milborne Port Plastic Free Communities

Say goodbye to 2020 with a Milborne Port
Calendar for 2021! Our cover pictures of the
past year all in a handy wall calendar. Great gifts
for friends and family, and only £5.00. Available
from Wayne’s, Stock’s, the Tippling Philosopher
and the Gainsborough Arms. Limited numbers so
get one before they’re gone!
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Friends of Milborne Port Library
Edwina and Sue are happy to say that the Jolly Book Bus is open.
Although you are unable to enter the library to browse our shelves, you
may visit to collect items selected for you via the Library Choice service.
The 'Library Choice' service enables you to request up to ten books
hand-picked by Edwina and Sue based on your favourite authors or
genres. Simply complete the form on the Somerset Libraries Website
or telephone the library mobile on 07396 587767 and leave a message.
https://secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/PortalShowForm.a
sp?fm_formalias=SLRRS
Story Time continues on Saturday mornings at around 10 a.m. on the
library Facebook page. You can find this page by searching on
Facebook for ‘Milborne Port Community Library’ and don’t forget to
‘like’ and ‘follow’ the page! Last Saturday’s story was ‘I Love You, Blue
Kangaroo’ by Emma Chichester-Clark. The book group is still meeting
via Zoom. They managed to have the first meeting where they all read
the same book - War Doctor by David Nott.
The mains power to the Jolly Book Bus has been causing problems,
especially on cold days when it was most in demand. This has
fortunately been resolved by the installation of a parallel system.
Library staff and the Friends of Milborne Port Library are very grateful
to CMH Electrical Services of Kings Stag who carried out the work.
Our opening times for collections and returns are:
Tuesday 9.00 a.m. – 11.00 a.m.
Friday and Saturday from 10.00 a.m. to noon.
Thank you for your continued support during these difficult times; we
are very lucky to have such wonderful library users.
Jill Spring
jspring51@gmail.com

MILBORNE PORT
HISTORY & HERITAGE GROUP
Hopefully, by the time you read this month’s
magazine, we will be very close to coming out of
our second lockdown.
If so and if you wish, there is an opportunity to visit the Museum (The
Cemetery Chapel, Wheathill Lane), to see our new Winter display: ‘The
Importance of Gloves (and Other Accessories)’.
Personalised tours for individuals or family groups
will start from the 3rd of December. The museum will
be opened for each party and cleaned after each visit.
The guide will be outside (or in the lobby if it is wet)
to answer any questions you may have. To arrange a
visit to the Museum email Lesley Wray
(les_wray@yahoo.co.uk). Note the underscore
between les and wray. Admission to the Museum is
free, but donations are always welcome.
Wishing all our members and friends a very Happy and Peaceful
Christmas. Hopefully, sometime in 2021, we will return to some
normality or a new normal where there will be an opportunity for us to
meet again, to listen to our speakers and enjoy each other’s company
on our guided walks.
HLC
Do You Remember This?
Whilst searching through some documents we came across the
advertisement on page 30; sadly, there is no date. Can any of you
date it for us?
History & Heritage Group
mphhgroup@gmail.com

- 28 -

- 29 -

After describing Milborne
Port and the church, the
advert claims “It is a notable
survival of bygone centuries
in Somerset, the county
whence comes today St Ivel
Lactic Cheese, the only
cheese ever awarded a Gold
Medal by the International
Medical Congress” Who can
forget Lactic Cheese
sandwiches? And if you were
lucky there was cucumber as
well! A Sunday teatime treat!

BLACKMORE VALE U3A
TUESDAY 12th JANUARY 2021 at 1430
hours Location ZOOM
Short AGM followed by a speaker.
As many of you know, possibly the most
agreeable place to go locally, in these
Covid 19 times, with exquisite views of
Somerset, is The Newt in Somerset. Our excellent speaker, Arthur
Coles, is head gardener there and will cover The History, Present Day
and Future of The Newt. Of course there will be time for questions
afterwards. Members will be sent the Zoom link nearer the time, but
we look forward to you all joining us. If you are not a member, for the
princely annual sum of £10 this can be yours.
Contact the
membership secretary – bvmembership@outlook.com - or look
on our website.
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Crime Prevention Advice from PCSO Tim Russell
Please ensure you stay up to date with the latest rules and guidance
around Covid 19 by visiting the gov.uk website for the latest updates.
Have you visited the Avon and Somerset police
website recently? It is constantly being updated
with useful advice and ways to report incidents.
You may be lucky enough to receive a dash-cam
from Santa this Christmas. If you are, then
please have a look at the Report section on the
website. Under the 'vehicles and roads' section
you will find a heading of 'accident or incident
on the road'. If you click on this you will find a series of Yes / No
questions that will assist you in reporting incidents and give you the
opportunity to upload dash-cam footage if it is of evidential quality.
The first question is 'Did a vehicle hit someone or something?' If you
click on no, the next question is 'Do you have video footage of the
incident'. Clicking on yes leads you to an accident report or asks you to
call 999 (dash-cam footage may be requested by the officer dealing with
the incident). As long as the incident occurred within 7 days, you are
willing to provide a statement and attend court, you have footage 2
minutes before and after the incident and the registration of the vehicle
involved can be seen clearly, you will be able to upload your footage
which will be reviewed by a Traffic Officer. If there are offences, then
the Officer will complete the necessary paperwork and report the
offender for the offence.
This facility is a really useful tool for the police and has resulted many
successful prosecutions involving driving offences. Footage from horse
riders, cyclists, motorcyclists, cars and lorries have all been used.
Have an enjoyable and safe Christmas and New Year.
Tim Russell PCSO 7467 Wincanton Rural East
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What to Watch for in the December Night Sky
13th

14th

On the nights of the
and
of December, the Geminid meteor
showers should peak. The Geminids can be one of the most spectacular
meteor showers of the year. Meteor showers occur when the Earth
crosses a stream of debris that has accumulated from the path of a
comet or an asteroid. The tiny particles of debris hit our atmosphere,
where they evaporate and the ensuing trails are seen as glowing streaks
– shooting stars. 2020 should be ideal viewing conditions as it will be
a new moon and the night sky will be relatively dark. With a full moon,
the light from the moon can washout many of the glowing streaks.
Meteor showers are named after the constellation from which the
meteors emerge. You don't need binoculars or a telescope to see the
showers. Just stare up at the night sky in the direction of the
constellation Gemini and shooting stars should start to appear. Rather
than starring constantly at Gemini look to the right and left of the
constellation where the meteors may appear brighter. Staring up at the
night sky for too long can cause neck ache so a reclining garden chair
is recommended. Also, remember to wrap up warm.

Similarly, this month the planets Jupiter and Saturn are low on the
south-west horizon, setting at about 6.30 pm. During December both
these planets are in the constellation Sagittarius and will appear to be
slowly moving ever closer to each other. On the 21st December,
Jupiter and Saturn will appear closer than at any time since July 1623.
Prof David Hughes, an astronomer, and an expert on the Star of
Bethlehem, believes that the Star was not a star, but the conjunction of
Jupiter and Saturn in the constellation of Pisces. A conjunction is when
two celestial bodies appear to align with each other or are very close to
each other in the same part of the sky. The Wise Men saw the
conjunction as a sign that a new king of the Jews had been born in
Israel.
21st of December also marks our Winter Solstice, the Sun is at its
lowest point in the sky. On that day we will have our shortest day and
longest night. Mars can be seen in the southern sky in the constellation
Pisces, setting about 2.30 am. Rising in the south-east around 5.30 am
is the planet Venus often called the morning star.

To
locate
Gemini,
find
the
constellation Orion by looking for the
three bright stars that make up his
belt. This asterism is very easy to find
as the stars are aligned, equally
spaced and of the same brightness.
Then find Rigel the bluish star that
lies below Orion’s belt. Trace a line
from Rigel to Betelgeuse, the brightest
red star above Orion’s belt. Continue
the line beyond the constellation for approximately twice the distance
between Rigel and Betelgeuse and you are now entering the
constellation Gemini.

I hear that Mark Pattemore’s telescope has finally arrived, a relief for
all the village! Can I take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry
Christmas and good viewing!
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Ganymede
A Message for Magazine Subscribers
Your distributor will be calling for your annual magazine payment
this month or next. 90p will be deducted from your bill, as you did
not receive copies in April and May 2020 due to the lockdown.
Thank you for subscribing!
If you would like to join the subscribers and have the magazine
delivered to you in 2021, please ring Richard and Liz on 251145.

MILBORNE PORT CONTACTS

Bereavement Support
The Somerset Bereavement Support Service is here if you’ve been
bereaved or need somebody to talk to.
Marie Curie Companions can
provide bereavement support
across Somerset for people
over 18. This service provides
telephone support calls with
compassionate volunteers.
In addition, a further six sessions of one to one bereavement
counselling can be provided by experienced bereavement support
workers at Mind in Somerset specialist bereavement service. Mind in
Somerset support adults and children aged 12+.
We are here to help and welcome your call. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to
Saturday. Call us on 0800 304 7412

PARISH CHURCH: ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
Staff
Vicar
Reader
Churchwardens

Revd Sarah Godfrey
Mrs Pat Elliott
Mrs Jacquie Hall
Mrs Nicki Edwards

250248
250353
250328
251505

Organist
Vergers
Magazine Editor
Magazine Advertising
& Magazine Treasurer
Parish Secretary
Tower Captain & Sec:
PCC Secretary
Church Treasurer
& Stewardship Recorder
Church House Treasurer
Parish Church of St Peter, Goathill:
Milborne Wick Church:
Church House Bookings:

Mrs Rachel Willetts
Mr & Mrs Ronnie Goodman
Mrs Linda Mumford
Mr Robin Bawtree

01935 813958
250964
33495
251359

admin@milborneportchurches.org.uk
Mr & Mrs David Wales
Mrs Susan Wales
Mr Robert Hall

250326
250660
250660
250328

Mr Ben Grundy
Church Warden: Mrs Trudy West
Prowarden: John Sprake
www.mpchouse.org.uk or Christine Porter

01747 854873
01935 815342
250243
250821

Other Useful Church contacts

OTHER LOCAL CHURCHES
Roman Catholic Church (Wincanton) Father Louis Beasley-Suffolk
ReBorne Community Church
Minister Adrian Bright

34408
07975 755032

OTHER INFORMATION

MAGAZINE DEADLINES
All entries for the January 2021 issue of the
magazine to the editor please by Saturday
December 12th (early for Christmas) at 12
noon latest.
Distributors on Friday December 18th at 2 p.m.
Editor’s email :
magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk
Linda will acknowledge all email contributions. If you do not receive
a reply, or if you are unable to use email, please ring her on 01963
33495

Doctors
Vet

Drs Beattie, Bulley, Wyer, Smith, Esteves and French
Southhill Veterinary Group, The Old Glove Factory,
1-2 North Street, Milborne Port
Mrs R. Eyres
Mr Simon Pritchard, Town Hall
Sarah Dyke
Ms S Shire
Claire Andrews
Andy Maidment
Booking Clerk: Mr M Lancaster
Mrs Pam Burr
Non Emergency
Emergencies

Primary School
Clerk to Parish Council
District Councillor
Registrar
Spirit of Milborne Port
Village Hall
WI Secretary:
Police
PCSO on duty (Wincanton)
Library
Pharmacist
Over 65s Tuesday Lunch Club

250255
250366
251268
07979 535542
435008
07729 582 669
07973 987523
251217
251757
101
999
101
The Jolly Book Bus in East Street Car Park
07396 587767
Tuesdays 9.30 - 12.30 and 2 - 4; Fridays and Saturdays 9.30 - 12.30
Ty and Mansur Lawal, Milborne Port Pharmacy
250259
Maureen Lock
250433
Sue Scott
250333

Milborne Port community website and diary

www.milborneport.org.uk

Parish Council website www.milborneportpc.org.uk

Benefice website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk
To have a copy of this magazine delivered to your house each month,
Please contact Mrs Liz Redman, 4 Higher Kingsbury Close (251145)
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250334

Printed by Shelleys the Printers Ltd – 01935 815364
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The UK’s Leading independent
Home Care provider.

We offer Companionship, Home Help,
Personal Care (CQC Regulated), errands, transport, meal
preparation and planning, shopping, Dementia care, and more.

Telephone: 01935 577030
www.homeinstead.co.uk/yeovilsherbornebridport

MARK DEWBERRY

MIKES LEARN AND PASS

BUILDER

DRIVING SCHOOL

Extensions, Garages,
Patios, Brickwork,
Stonework, Roofing,
General Maintenance

COMPETITIVE PRICES
CRB CHECKED
DSA APPROVED
DUAL CONTROLS
FULLY INSURED
INDEPENDENT TRADER
IAM AND MSA MEMBERSHIP
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

House Maintenance
Extensions Undertaken
Tel: 01963 250353 or 01747 850474
www.dorsetvintageweddingcars.com

G DOWN
&
B Tree Surgeons

MARTIN WHITE

RHS DIPLOMA CERTIFIED

Tel: 01963 250355
or 07419 585547
Email: martinwhite44@aol.com

General Building Work

07890 542225
01963 251153

Tel: 07790 155 857

Garden Planning
& Maintenance

DORSET VINTAGE WEDDING CARS

Commercial & Domestic • Established over 60 years
Full Liability Insurance • Free Estimates
Tree surgery • Pruning • Felling • Hedge trimming
Stump removal • Wood chipping service
COVERING SOMERSET & DORSET

Tel. 01963 250005
Mobile: 07976 934252

Orchard Dene, Wick Road,
Milborne Port, Sherborne.
DT9 5HN.
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ABOVE & BEYOND
ROOFING

Specialist in old properties.
All aspects of roofing covered.
Fascia boards, guttering & sofits.
Stone work & repointing.

‘A bespoke flooring service’

CARPETS - VINYLS - LAMINATES NATURALS - CONTRACT FLOORING ACCESSORIES

35 years experience
in the building trade.

All supplied and fitted

For a free quote call Glen
01963 441276 - Mobile 07855 743796

STEVE SHEPPARD
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33 Sparrow Road, Yeovil BA21 4BT
Tel: (01935) 479913 Email: clive@ajwakely.com

16 Newland, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3JQ
Tel: (01935) 816817 Email: sherborne@ajwakely.com

The Old Police Station, Carrington Way, Wincanton, BA9 9JS
Tel: (01963) 31310 Email: wincanton@ajwakely.com
2 Abbey Street, Crewkerne TA18 7LF
Tel: (01460) 74547 Email: crewkerne@ajwakely.com

Wayne Timmins

TAYLORS
TA
TAYLOR
TAYLO
TAYL
TAY
DOMESTIC
DOMESTI
DOMEST
DOMES
DOME
DOM
DO
D
APPLIANCES
APPLIANCE LTD.
APPLIANC
APPLIAN
APPLIA
APPLI
APPL
APP
AP
A
LTD
LT
L

Painter and Decorator
• Interior & Exterior
• Fully Qualified

Tel:
Tel
Te
T
01963
0196
019
01
0
220366
22036
2203
220
22
2
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• 20 Years Experience
• Wallpapering & Lining
• Residential & Commercial

01935 872007
07715 867145
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waynesbusiness@aol.com
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WH&J HENSHAW LTD

TO OMER

Joinery Manufacturers

T R E E S E RV I C E S
Makers of high quality purpose
built joinery products
Doors : Windows : Stairs
Conservatories : Foldasides
Box Sashes etc
Softwood / Hardwood

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Caundlewood Interiors
Carpentry, Joinery
and Property Maintenance

07531291429

Including all glazing and
ironmongery requirements

joe@caundlewood.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS
01963 250088 | 07515 030 611

Tel: 01963 364123
10 Station Road Business Park
Stalbridge, DT10 2RN
www.henshawjoinery.co.uk

Tree Surgery
Hedge Cutting
Stump Removal
Fully Insured
Free Quotations

www.toomertreeservices.com
toomertreeservices@outlook.com

Various Bespoke Joinery Items
Made and Fitted

Helen Lockey

DipFH MCFHP MAFHP ITEC(Dip)

Foot Health Pracitioner
& Massage Therapist

New Kitchens - Granite Worksurfaces

Kitchen Refurbishments - Replacement Doors

Adam Porter

Private, professional footcare & massage
in the comfort of your own home

Northover, Ilchester,
Somerset, BA22 8LD

01935 849559

Ingrown toenails
Diabetic footcare
Fungal infections

07766 002074

sales@apkitchens.co.uk
www.apkitchens.co.uk
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Callus & Corns
Nail trimming
Lower limb & foot massage

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Westree Company est 1975

B

BREWERS GARAGE LTD

Tree surgery, landscaping and timber building manufacturers

Western Ways Yard, Bristol Road, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 4HR

Pruning, felling, hedge trimming, stump removal,
Logs/firewood, planting and tree surveys

• DIAGNOSTICS
• MOT
• SERVICING

All types of Fencing, patios, walls, turfing etc.

Garden Sheds, Field shelters, stables and other timber structures.

Call us on 01935

Jeremy Pitman, Unit 6 Marsh Lane, Henstridge, BA8 0TG

01963 362615 enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk
www.westreecompany.co.uk

Nazareth Lodge Residential Care Home
Sturminster Newton
Rated ‘Outstanding’
for “End of Life Care

‘Sometimes, asking for help is the most meaningful example of self-reliance’
We are here to support you.

Respite and day care services are available. For further information please ring 01258 472511
www.nazareth-lodge.co.uk email: care@nazareth-lodge.co.uk
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812720

CHURCH HOUSE
HALL for HIRE

by the Care Quality Commission 2018

Awarded the highest accolade of “Platinum” status

• REPAIRS
• AIR CON SERVICING
• TYRES







•
•

Main hall (max. 100 people)
Ideal for events & private par es
Well equipped kitchen
Enclosed garden
Separate small mee ng room

Removals
Storage

•
•

Packing Service
Man & Van

www.stalbridgeremovals.co.uk
01963 204205
07745 858440

www.mpchouse.org.uk

A family run business
providing an affordable
removal service and storage,
contact us for a free quote
stalbridgeremovals@hotmail.com

Or call Chris ne on 01963 250821

Oborne Road, Sherborne, DT9 3RU
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