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MARK ANDREWS
Property Maintenance

M: 07592 523241 T: 01963 250223
E: markandrewspm@gmail.com

Patios   Fencing   Renovations

Decorating/Tiling   Driveways/Landscaping

professional, friendly, reliable

Experienced and well qualified provider of all aspects of 
lawn renovation and garden maintenance.

Tel: 07483 274446
Email: enquiries@sherborne-garden-services.co.uk
www.sherborne-garden-services.co.uk

SHERBORNE 
GARDEN SERVICES
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Cherie Creighton
Counsellor Accredited BACP
Hypnotherapist LCCH

Meditation and Reiki Healing
Topical Workshops
Promoting Wellbeing 
Confidentiality Assured

Mindfulness for Stress reduction

Holistic Centre
215 High Street
Milborne Port

Kindredcornerhouse.co.uk
01963 251562 or 07933737081

Something Else Fishy
Quality Fish & Chips

1 High Street • Milborne Port
Tel: 01963 250225

Fish & Chip 
and Seafood restaurant 

OPEN Thursday, Friday and Saturday
12pm to 2pm and 5pm to 9.30pm

MILBORNE PORT
HAIRDRESSER

Tel:   01963 34334
or 07792 192091

CRACKMORE
GARAGE

(Jon Creighton - Workshop Manager)

SERVICING

REPAIRS

CAR SALES

M.O.T. TESTING £35

Milborne Port 251221

TIPPLING PHILOSOPHER
HIGH STREET

MILBORNE PORT
DT9 5AQ

01963250999

www.tipplingphilosopher.com
Dave & Di Welcome You To Milborne Port
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07811 536050 
or 250152

Friendly reliable service
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WAYNE PULLEN
Family Butcher

TOP QUALITY LOCAL MEAT

Prime Beef, Lamb, Free-Range Pork,
Free Range Chickens and Ducks

A Large Selection of Home-Cooked Meats and Pies
Quality – Service – Satisfaction

6 High Street, Milborne Port Tel. 01963 250222

01963 251217
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Florist - Local Delivery

01963-250332
www.lavenderandgrey.com



- 9 -- 8 -

E. Taylor
48 Manor Road, Milborne Port, Sherborne DT9 5BN

Tel: 01963 250829
Mobile: 07967 048707

R J Woodley
Plumbing and Heating

01963 250467
07970 307350

23 South View Road
Milborne Port, Sherborne Dorset DT9 5BS

DAVE THURGOOD
Painter & Decorator

**FREE QUOTES**
07792391368

55 Ridgeway  Sherborne  Dorset DT9 6DA
dave.thurgoodstfc@btinternet.com      www.sherbornedecorator.com

info@56londonroad.co.uk
www.56londonroad.co.uk

56 London Road, 
Milborne Port

Sherborne DT9 5DW
Tel: 01963 251860

*Free Parking*
*Wheelchair Access*

• Acupuncture

• Osteopathy

• Chiropody / Podiatry

• Counselling

• Physiotherapy 

• EMDR Therapy

• Manual Lymphatic Drainage

• Soft Tissue Therapy,
Sports & Remedial Massage 

• Shiatsu

• Swedish Massage

• Hopi Ear Candle Therapy

SERENE DREAMS
With Deborah Barsby

Mobile Complementary Therapist
with Beauty in Milborne Port

Treatments include:
Massage, Reflexology,

Aromatherapy, Indian Head
Massage, Chinese Cupping, Waxing

Manicures & Pedicures, Facials,
Eyelash extensions, 

Eyelas & Eyebrow tints.
Hours: 9am - 9pm Monday - Friday
Phone 07791625289 - 01963251869

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM
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AA LA LeA LetA LettA LetteA LetterA Letter fA Letter frA Letter froA Letter fromA Letter from oA Letter from ouA Letter from ourA Letter from our RA Letter from our ReA Letter from our ReaA Letter from our ReadA Letter from our ReadeA Letter from our ReaderA Letter from our Reader 
 
“Christmas is Cancelled” ran the headline! We 
should give it a miss this year, or postpone it 
to another date. This, in view of the Covid 19 
Pandemic, still very much with us, the lack of 
sufficient delivery drivers and the expected 
shortage of goods in the shops. With these 
problems, it was implied that it would be 
impossible to have the usual celebrations. 
Now we hear there may be a shortage of Christmas trees! 
 
I grew up as a child during the second world war, and slept for many 
months in an air raid shelter. Our chief concern then was Hitler 
dropping bombs on us. Yes! There were shortages. Food was rationed: 
items from abroad like oranges or bananas were unobtainable, and our 

Christmas pudding was made to a wartime recipe, 
containing grated carrot and chopped prunes. 
Stoning the prunes was usually my messy job! Toys 
were scarce, as all metal was needed for the war 
effort, so a new bicycle was out of the question. I had 
to make do with a second-hand one. However, we 
still celebrated Christmas – we needed it! Carols 
were sung, the Church was decorated with holly, 
and at home we had a small Christmas tree, lit, 

briefly with real candles. There were no LED fairy lights then, and I 
hung-up my stocking as usual – hopefully! Cancel Christmas? Never! 
We needed it, we needed Christ – we still do! 
 
After the difficult months we’ve been through, sad ones for many 
people, and the loss of social contact with friends and family, some 
good things have emerged. It has brought communities together, we 
have cherished our gardens and the surrounding countryside, and it 
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CATRIONA CLARK 
BOOKKEEPING
Catriona Clark MICB PM Dip

3 Henning Way
MILBORNE PORT

Sherborne, Dorset DT9 5HN
01963 250928 / 07975 885905

info@catrionaclarkbookkeeping.com

Justynas Art
NATURAL ARTIST

Canvas Portraits
Perfect Gifts Your designs                                        

Facebook - Justyna Art
Justyna.artpage@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 07849-488518

The best home to be in 
is your own
Every morning when the third stair creaks, it reminds me of
Margaret. She’d always told me all her life to fix it. I’m just glad I never
did. Because I realise that’s home.Having Home Instead Senior Care
help me around the house means I don’t have to go anywhere.

If, like Stanley, you would like to remain in your own home, we can help.
homeinstead.co.uk/yeovil-bridport or call 01935 577030
PERSONAL CARE | MEMORY CARE | COMPANIONSHIP | MEALS AND NUTRITION

- 10 -
Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently owned and operated. Copyright© Home Instead 2019.

sales@martindodge.com
07836 708888
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has encouraged us to be more generous, in 
our support for each other. So – be generous 
this Christmas, not just to people overseas 
and refugees (vital though that is) – but to 
those nearer at home, in our own community, 
who may be in need. Have as green a 
Christmas as you can, for the sake of Planet 
Earth, and as you decorate your windows, 
don’t forget to include a candle – a ‘safe’ one- 

to shine out a beacon of hope in an often dark and troubled world.  
 
And if the gifts you’ve ordered don’t get delivered on time, remember 
this. The most precious gift of all has already arrived. It is his birthday 
we celebrate on December 25th, God’s Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
coming into the world. A gift beyond price, yet free to all who will accept 
him, and with no ‘sell-by’ date, for we have his promise – “I am with 
you, always”. 
 
So, as you prepare to celebrate this loveliest of festivals, may I wish you 
all A Very Happy & Healthy Christmas. Take Care, and  God Bless.  
 

 Pat Elliott 
 
 
From the Parish Registers 
 
Baptism 
7th November Ashley Howell 
 
Funeral 
22nd November Richard Betton-Foster 
    
 
 

          

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOATHILL CAROL SERVICE 
3.00 p.m. Sunday 12th December 

St Peter’s Church, Goathill 
Everyone welcome 

PLEASE DRESS WARMLY 
We will need to keep the door open 

 
To everyone unable to come - We wish you a very 

Happy Christmas and New Year 
 

SSTSTOSTOPSTOP PSTOP PRSTOP PRESTOP PRESSTOP PRESSSTOP PRESS…STOP PRESS… SSTOP PRESS… STSTOP PRESS… STOSTOP PRESS… STOPSTOP PRESS… STOP PSTOP PRESS… STOP PRSTOP PRESS… STOP PRESTOP PRESS… STOP PRESSTOP PRESS… STOP PRESSSTOP PRESS… STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… SSTOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STSTOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOSTOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOPSTOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PSTOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRSTOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESTOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESSTOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESSSTOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS…STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS….STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS… STOP PRESS…. 
In the three months since Rev. Sarah left, the process for recruiting 
a new Vicar has been moving on: sometimes slowly, with the 
difficulties of arranging meetings which are necessary to satisfy legal 
requirements; and occasionally at top speed. The Diocese of Bath 
and Wells has decided that it no longer makes economic sense to 
keep on the large, hard-to-heat Vicarage as a clergy home. They have 
moved swiftly to put it on the market, and have undertaken to buy 
another house within the Benefice, which will become the new 
Vicarage. This is very good news for our village, as it demonstrates 
the Diocese’s firm intention that we will be getting another Vicar. 
We will update you with further details in the next Magazine (out 
before Christmas). 

Nicki Edwards, Jacquie Hall 
Churchwardens 
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Church house 100 Club 
Results of the November Draw 
1st Prize  £30  Anon (no.29) 
2nd Prize  £20  Mrs E Grundy  
3rd Prize  £10  Anon (no. 11) 
 
Congratulations to Colin Farmer, who took this month’s 
dramatic cover photograph of St John’s Church during the last 
snowfall. 
Do you have a great photograph of a scene in or around Milborne 
Port? Please send it in for consideration as a future cover, to 
magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk. 
 
Speaking of which… The Milborne Port Calendar 
2022 is now available at just £5.00 per copy. You 
can get them at Wayne’s Butchers, The Tippling 
Philosopher, or the Saturday Market. All the covers 
from 2021, plus a great cover photo from Hoby 
Howson. 
 

Milborne Port Weather Station 
October Weather Report 

 
Another very mild month with a mean temperature of 12.6 C, about 2 
C above the average for October. Maximum of 20.3 C recorded on the 
13th and a minimum of 2.8 C recorded on the 22nd. Rainfall was 
about 30% above average with a total of 107.8mm, the most recorded 
in a day was 20mm on the 20th. 
 
Maximum gust was 32mph, and the average wind speed for the 
month was 3.4mph. It has been duly noted that those who live up at 
Newton say it is a lot windier there, obviously a lot more exposed than 
down here in the lowly part of Milborne Port. Suggest you add about 
10mph to my figures. 

Alan Whitewick    www.milborneportweather.co.uk 

          

 
 

R E M E M B E R I N G. . . .  
 
Naomi Thorp’s research and commemoration of the Milborne Port 
servicemen who fell in the First World War was much appreciated. 
We have decided to commemorate each of the 19 Milborne Port men 
who died in service during the Second World War, on the 80th 
anniversary of his death. This is therefore an occasional series, 
reflecting the wartime losses in real time, but 80 years on. Our thanks 
to Naomi for her work on this. 
 

Richard Griffin MM died December 1941 
Born in Devon, Trooper Richard Griffin was the second of six children 
of Elizabeth and Francis Griffin, and the family home was at 
Gainsborough Villas.  He died, aged 23 years, on 6th December 1941 
and is buried in Tobruk War Cemetery, Libya.  At the time of his death, 
he was serving with D Squadron 7th Royal Tank Regiment (RTR) as a 
tank driver and was in action during the break-out from Tobruk, which 
started on the night of 20th/21st November 1941.   
 
His award of the Military Medal was published in the 
London Gazette on 24th February 1942.  The Medal was 
presented by King George Vl to his widowed mother, at 
Buckingham Palace, in June 1942. 
 
 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
 

Thank you to all in Milborne Port. 
The grand total was  

£3015,79.      
                                       Maggie Pelly 
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RBL Round-Up 
 

 Wayne’s Butchers achieved the 
best individual collection: 
£232.19. 
Thank you to our Family 
Butchers in Milborne Port. 
We are all lucky to have them. 

 

 
Cyd Healy kindly bought a big 
Poppy for the new fire engine at 
Yeovil Fire Station, 
 Devon and Somerset Fire and 
Rescue Service. 
Our thanks from Milborne Port  Poppy Appeal for your support. 

 
 
The grand total at the Saturday Markets on 
30th October/ 6th November raised £271.50 
for Poppy Merchandise and £ 527.94 for The 
Raffle/ Tombola. Our thanks to Lyn 
Harrison and her Committee at The W.I. 
Rooms for allowing the venue, and to Nicky 
and Martin Else from Something Else Fishy 
for their support and tables. 
 

 
 

Nicky Travers. Karen Pullen. Wayne 
Pullen. Richard Carter. Kelly Starks. 

Mrs Betty Clothier knitted gloves for 
the raffle / tombola  

          

 
 

News from the Parish Council 
 
Town Hall Health Much up-and-down of stairs and a ladder were 
involved but the clock is now working again! We are aware that it is two 
minutes slow - fixing that is the next mission! The technical issue is 
that the time can only be accurately reset at the exact time that the 
hands are telling us. Therefore, we need a number of people in the right 
places at the right time to put it right. To our great relief, we had a 
number of people in the right places at the right time to fix the leak in 
the roof (no more buckets required!) and to re-plaster a section of the 
upstairs office; next there is some re-decorating to do and then the 
works will be completed. 
 
East Hill Viewpoint Many thanks to our extremely versatile ranger, 
Martin, for coming quickly to the rescue to mend the fence at the East 
Hill Viewpoint last month. It looks great and is, of course, much safer 
than the previous fence which was in a very poor state of repair.  Before 
and after photos to prove it! And not only does Martin have many 
practical skills but he also has a real eye for a photo… 
 

            
 
Blue Recycling Bags  If you are still without a blue recycling bag or 
would like a second, we have a stock of these in the Parish Council office 
in the Town Hall and we can issue one to you if you come to the office 
on a Tuesday morning between 9 a.m. and 12 noon; we will ask you for 
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your name, first line of your address and postcode so that we can 
inform South Somerset District Council that you have been issued with 
a bag.   
 
Simon Pritchard – Parish Clerk  clerk@milborneportpc.org.uk 
Nathalie Hetherington, Deputy    office@milborneportpc.org.uk 
 
 

Milborne Port Sports And Social Club 
Forthcoming Dates For Your Diary 

The Committee are very excited that we are now getting back to a 
“new normal” and planning future events in the Club: 
Thursday, 2nd December: BINGO at 8.00 p.m.  Books go on sale at 
7.30 p.m.  ALL WELCOME 
Saturday, 18th December: Party Night from 8.00 p.m. – Midnight  
ALL WELCOME 
Sunday, 19th December: Members’ Christmas Draw at 8.00 p.m. 
Monday, 27th December: Quiz Night at 8.00 p.m.  Teams of 6 at £1.00 
per person. ALL WELCOME 

Football on the Big Screen 
Extra to what is being screened by Sky Sports and BT 
Amazon Prime have purchased games showing from the beginning to 
end of December. These will be screened in the Club. PLEASE keep 
your eye on the Notice Board outside for further details. 
For those who aren’t sure where we are, our premises are on North 
Street clearly marked with a sign on the wall where we have been 
proud to serve our Community for over 100 years. New members are 
always welcome – just call in and see what we offer. 
May we wish all our customers and readers of the Parish Magazine a 
Very Happy Christmas and a successful 2022. 

Janet Davis 
Secretary 

 

          

 
 

Friendship Week at Milborne Port 
Primary School  

 
From 15th – 19th November at Milborne Port 
Primary School, we celebrated friendship 
week. We did this to strengthen the 

friendships we already have and tried to make new friends in different 
classes.   
Some classes made friendship cards to show their gratitude towards 
each other. Everyone did amazing things and tried their hardest during 

the week to be good friends.  
We listened to the song ‘One Kind Word’ and made friendship 
puzzles, friendship soups and displays to represent our class’s 
friendship. On Friday, we all wore odd socks to school to show we’re 
all different and diverse in good ways.   

By Wheathill Class, Year 3  
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Daniel the Spaniel 

 
We want to say a big thank you to everyone 
who has expressed their condolences with us 
on Daniel’s death. He died on 25th October 
after a very brief but nasty blood complaint. 
We received many cards and flowers. Daniel 
was a member of an internet community of 
spaniels called Spaniel Tails. He was a founder 
member, one of 200, and the community is 
now 15,000 strong and worldwide. When 
Maureen posted the news of his death there 
were 1,000 acknowledgments and 400 

messages. Flowers came from Stornaway, Chesterfield and Edinburgh 
in the British Isles and from Australia. Daniel helped us move to 
Milborne Port and become established here as many people greeted 
him while we were out, some having heard of Daniel the Spaniel from 
others. When you walk a dog regularly you meet a lot of people about 
the same task, and you learn the dogs’ names but rarely those of the 
owners. Southill vets were brilliant in their care of him and us, as were 
the insurance company who settled the claim in five days. He was a 
lovely chap and will be sadly missed. 

Frank and Maureen Wright 

Vacancy for Lunchtime Supervisor at 
Milborne Port Primary School. 

12 -1.00 p.m. 
Monday -Friday, term time only. 

To start on 01/12/21 
Please contact the school office for more information. 

(01963) 250366 
milborneportprimary@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

          

 
 

Two Special Services this Christmas 
 

Crib Service at St John’s 
Christmas Eve 3.30 p.m. 

This service marks the real start of 
Christmas for many families! A 
relaxed short service telling the story 
of the first Christmas for the little 
ones.  Children are welcome to dress 
up as any of the Nativity characters if 
they would like to.  

 
 

Blue Christmas Saturday 18th Dec, 4.30 p.m. 
 

The first Christmas after someone in the family 
has died is always difficult. During the pandemic 
it has been even harder, with families throughout 
the country having had to make difficult 
decisions over who could attend the funeral of 
loved ones.  
 

This service is for those who have lost a loved one during the previous 
year or so, and would like the opportunity to remember them in a 
special way at Christmas.  The service consists of prayers, readings, 
music and silence, with the names of those who have died read out and 
candles lit.   
If you would like your relative’s name read out at this service, whether 
you will be attending or feel unable to come, please ring 07515 11 99 
52.  
Church will be open for private prayer in the run up to Christmas and 
you are welcome to come and light a candle at other times as well.  
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(including the Principal Service Readings) 
Morning Prayer at St John’s: Daily at 9 a.m. 

We are complying with C of E guidelines for all our services. 
Please do not attend if you have any Covid-19 symptoms. 
Please remember to bring a face covering with you. 
 
Sunday 5th December 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Philippians 1. 3 - 11;  Luke 3. 1 - 6 
 9.00 a.m.  Holy Communion  Charlton Horethorne 
10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion  Milborne Port 
 6.00 p.m.  Evensong     Stowell 
 
Wednesday 8th  
10.30 a.m.   Mid-week Communion Milborne Port  
 
Sunday 12th   3rd Sunday of Advent 
Philippians 4. 4 - 7;  Luke 3. 7 - 18 
 9.00 a.m.  Holy Communion  Goathill 
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion  Milborne Port  
 3.00 p.m. Carol Service   Goathill 
 6.00 p.m.  Evensong   Charlton Horethorne 
 
Wednesday 15th  
10.30 am   Mid-week Communion Milborne Port  
 
Thursday 16th  
 6.30 p.m. Carol Service  Milborne Wick 
 
Saturday 18th  
 4.30 p.m. “Blue Christmas”  

Service for the Bereaved   Milborne Port 

CChChuChurChurcChurchChurch SChurch SeChurch SerChurch ServChurch ServiChurch ServicChurch ServiceChurch ServicesChurch Services 

          

 
 

 
 
 
Sunday 19th           4th Sunday of Advent         
Celebration of Ordination Canon Brian McConnell M. Port 
Hebrews 10. 5 - 10; Luke 1. 39 - 45 Ephesians 3. 14-21, John 15. 12-17 
 9.00 a.m.  Holy Communion   Milborne Wick 
10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion  Milborne Port  
 6.00 p.m.  Holy Communion  Charlton Horethorne 
 6.00 p.m.       Carol Service   Milborne Port  
                   
Wednesday 22nd  
10.30 am  Mid-week Communion Milborne Port 
 
Friday 24th  Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9. 2 - 7;  John 1. 1 - 14 
 3.30 p.m.  Crib Service   Milborne Port  
 6.00 p.m.       Carol Service    Charlton Horethorne 
11.00 p.m.      Midnight Communion Milborne Port  
 
Saturday 25th Christmas Day 
Isaiah 52.7 -10; Luke 2. 8 - 20  
 9.00 a.m. Holy Communion (said) Milborne Port 
10.30 a.m. Family Communion  Milborne Port  
10.30 a.m. Family Communion  Charlton Horethorne 
 
Sunday 26th  1st Sunday of Christmas  
Colossians 3. 12 - 17;  Luke 2. 41 - end 
10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion  Milborne Port 
 
Wednesday 29th  
10.30 a.m.  Midweek Communion  Milborne Port 
 
 

FFooror DDeDecDeceDecemDecembDecembeDecemberDecember 
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At the Heart of Christmas 
In 2020, many of us experienced a Christmas when so many of the 
ways we traditionally mark the season were suddenly denied to us. 
This year, of course, we hope and pray that many of the familiar 
experiences that help Christmas come alive return to our homes, 
our churches and communities. But whatever else December brings, 
it will offer us an opportunity to enter more deeply into the joyful 
mystery that lies at its heart: God becoming human in the birth of 
Jesus Christ. 

At the Heart of Christmas:12 Days of stories 
and meditations for Christmas  is a series of 
resources produced by the Church of 
England, with a reflection from a different 
person for every day from Christmas Eve to 
Epiphany.  They are available in booklet 
form, on an app, or by ringing the free phone 
number 0800 804 8044 . Go to www.churchofengland.org to find 
out more. 

St. John’s Day – An Invitation 
The church building is dedicated to St. John the Evangelist whose day 
falls on 27th December. It’s an awkward day, falling just after 
Christmas. In 2020 it fell on a Sunday, but we were in partial lockdown 
so could not celebrate it. This year it is a Monday. As a way of 
celebrating this birthday type festival Maureen and I would like to 
invite you to lunch on that day. We will provide something in a glass 
but no food!  Please bring along your turkey sandwiches or curry, 
floppy trifle, sad pudding – whatever is left - and we’ll have a lunch 
party.  No need to let us know, just roll up.  

Rev. Frank Wright 
 

 

          

Milborne Port Climate and Nature 
Action Group

Joining the dots Our lives would become 
unbelievably challenging if our homes or other 
accommodation vanished for a season, if there was no 
food in the shops when we needed it, and to compound matters great 
sections of our road and rail network went missing. It’s worth 
considering that life can be like that for our wildlife in the 21st century.  
What can we do to help?

Those of us with land, whether gardens or farms, can play an important 
part by providing service stations for insects, birds and other wildlife. 
Hedges, trees and shrubs provide leaves, nectar, pollen and berries to 
be eaten as well as somewhere to breed and take shelter. Will you help 
join the dots for wildlife? If you have a hedge, make sure you leave 
flower buds for next spring, and wait to trim until all the berries have 
been eaten; ivy berries are a late and particularly rich and vital food 
when other berries have gone. 

Let’s join forces with our neighbours and make a highway for wildlife -
even a window box can help insects too. If your garden has a fence,
consider planting a native mixed hedge in front or instead of it – it’ll 
help absorb air pollution and provide you with more interest. Keep 
historic hedgehog highways open by making 5” holes in any fences.

So, let’s make Milborne Port a hub for wildlife and a star on SWT’s 
‘Nature Map’ with our wildlife-friendly gardens, road verges, hedges, 
Wheathill Meadow and East Hill. Restoring nature helps combat the 
climate crisis and improves our health and well-being too. 

milborneportclimateaction@gmail.com    
https://network23.org/milbornecan/

And find us on Facebook.

no
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I was pleased to see many of our regular 
'customers' returning to our Friday coffee 
mornings.   We open our room in the old Town 
Hall in the High Street from 10.30 a.m. every 
Friday to serve coffees to villagers and 

visitors.  For a very modest price you can have a cup of good coffee, or 
tea, and usually a slice of cake is available too. More importantly, it is a 
chance to chat with people. 
 
At our regular meeting for members in 
November, there was a slight 'administrative 
error' and we almost had two speakers for 
the evening!  However, the talk was given by 
a gentleman who takes part in trekking 
holidays to raise money for St. Margaret's 
Hospice and the work they do. His talks are 
always interesting - this time he spoke about 
his visit along part of the Silk Route.  For 
those who are not aware, our monthly meetings now take place in 
Church House which is a bigger room, making social distancing easier.  
 
The Somerset AGM took place in November and three of our members 
attended.   Among the business discussed, it was noted that, despite the 
pandemic, membership had not decreased significantly.   Most WIs 
were able to keep in touch remotely during the past year or so and have 
now started their regular meetings. 
 
In December we will be enjoying a Christmas meal at the Grange so 
there will be no regular meeting. However, we start again on 13th 
January, when the speaker will be giving a talk and demonstration on 
Pilates, and we hope to see everyone then, plus any prospective new 
members. 

Christine Porter 
 

          

 
 

Milborne Port Gardening Club 
 

Due to a technical hitch, the Gardening Club had a last-minute re-
arrangement of our proposed programme, and held an enjoyable quiz 
following our AGM in November. The slide show of our summer garden 
visits planned for November will now be shown at our next meeting on 
Tuesday, December 14th at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.  To remind 
you, some of us visited the RHS Gardens at Wisley in September and 
enjoyed the new Visitor Centre and the ‘Hilltop’ Education and 
laboratory complex. The surrounding re-styled gardens have an 
emphasis on sustainable gardening. Images from this 
visit will be included in the slide show. We shall also 
be making an early start to Christmas celebrations 
with a glass of wine and mince pies. We hope to see 
many of our members then and to welcome visitors.  
 
If you are interested in joining the Club then come along to the 
December meeting, when we will be enrolling members, collecting 
annual subscriptions and distributing the programme for 2022. 
Membership is only £12.00 for 2022. If you cannot make our meeting 
but want to know anything more about the Club, then please contact 
the secretary (pamalexander@btinternet.com).   

Pam Alexander 
 
 

Tai Chi at Church House 
 
The last session before Christmas will be Wednesday 
15th December. 

 
Classes will begin again on Wednesday 5th January 2022 at 10.45 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. For further details of these and other days/times available, 
please phone Lucy at Wellness Tai Chi on 07517 183277, email 
taichilessons47@gmail.com or visit Facebook.com/LucyWellness 
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Moviola
The Village Hall's Moviola season continues with 
the screening of Limbo (12A) on Friday 17th 
December. The doors open at 19 00, and the 
performance commences at 1930.

Omar is a promising young musician. Separated 
from his Syrian family, with only his grandfather’s 
oud, the king of Arab musical instruments, he is 
stuck on a remote Scottish island awaiting the fate 

of his asylum request. It is a wry and poignant observation of the 
refugee experience.

Advance tickets are on sale at Wayne Pullen, Butcher, at £5.00 each, 
no concessions, or on the door at a cost of £6.00, no concessions.

Friends of Milborne Port Library

Here is the story chosen for Milborne Port Library’s 
Storytime. A great time of year to go out looking for 
leaves. There are so many different types & colours, I 
wonder how many different ones you can find? 

Christmas is coming!  The library has some great cookery 
books to give you ideas.  Go along to the library and see 
them.

Fund Raising continues but we have been sponsored by Something 
Else Fishy, Wincanton Digital Print Ltd, Silbury Accountants Ltd, 
Mark Beard Painting & Decorating Specialist Ltd,  with our grateful 
thanks.  There will be more details soon.

  Mary Clothier marydmc38@gmail.com

          

 
 

.Milborne Port History & Heritage 
 
Our next meeting is on Monday 17th January 2022 
at 7.30 p.m. in Church House. Alan Stone will be 
telling us about Glastonbury Abbey. After studying 
economic and social history, Alan worked in sales 

and marketing to farmers and rural businesses in Somerset and the 
West Country. He is the author of numerous books on local history and 
rural topics including Somerset cider, the social history of a Victorian 
rural postman and the visible history of Shepton Mallet. His previous 
talks to the group have been on Cider and the life of Silas the rural 
postman. It will be a great evening as Alan is a fascinating speaker with 
his own style and he has promised to dress up in period costume!   
 
At our last meeting, the writer Rosie Lear gave a 
captivating talk about her series of murder-mystery 
novels set in and around Sherborne in medieval 
times; her main character, Matthias Barton, lives in 
Milborne Port! It was so interesting to learn about 
why she chose to give him a home in our own village 
and about the historical research that has gone into 
each of her five stories (the sixth is currently being 
written). Rosie is clearly a great lover of history and 
is very knowledgeable about this period. She talked about her writing 
processes and methods, and, having come late in life to historical 
fiction writing, certainly would have inspired and motivated those in 
the audience who had been nursing a desire to write but not yet had the 
courage to grasp that bull by the horns! 
 
Wishing all our members and friends a very Happy and Peaceful 
Christmas. May we look forward to 2022 with optimism. An 
opportunity for us to meet again without anxiety, to listen to our 
speakers and enjoy each other’s company on our guided walks.   

NH & HLC 
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Richard Duckworth’s Local History 
Our Parish Church was used as a Stable! 

 
Beside the South Doorway of our Parish Church, there is a good 
specimen of a 14th century holy water stoup, which, with other 
portions of the Church, suffered from the vandalism of Cromwell's 
soldiers. It is said that they converted the Church into a Barracks, and 
stabled horses within it! 
 
The town was apparently in 
favour of Oliver Cromwell 
and his troops, when they 
were engaged in the Civil 
War with the Royalists. The 
town also gave aid to 
Cromwell’s men, by giving 
the soldiers food and shelter. 
It is said that Oliver Cromwell's troops were getting ready to attack 
what we know now as the Old Sherborne Castle, in 1645. 
 

But one night, a soldier, in a drunken fit, carried off 
the Bible that was chained up somewhere in the 
church, for its safety. This was the straw that broke 
the camel’s back for the people of the village. 
Tradition says this so excited the parishioners of 
Milborne Port, that they rose up to a man, and 

assembling with staves and forks, at Crackmore Hill, succeeded in 
preventing them from re-entering the town!  
 
It didn't seem to worry the Milborne people, that the troops were 
using the Parish Church as stables for their horses, but they did react 
violently when the Bible was stolen! 
(Picture: “Lord Byron’s Horses stabled in Acton Church” by H.H. St. John 
Jones) 

          

 
 

The December Night Sky 
 

On a December Night 
One night for a whole hour 
I stayed awake for meteor shower 
A good night's sleep tho' I badly need 
Beckoned me the fireworks of Geminid.          Pradip Chattopadhyay
        
As the year draws to a close, Venus spends the month as the brilliant 
evening star. Venus is the Earth’s closest planetary neighbour and is 
one of the four inner planets. It is often called Earth’s twin as it is of a 
similar size. However, that is where the similarity ends. The 
atmosphere on Venus is thick with toxic clouds of sulphuric acid. The 
planet suffers with its own greenhouse effect as the clouds act as a heat 
trap, the surface temperature is about 475oC – hot enough to melt lead. 

Scientists believe that some of the numerous volcanoes that cover the 
planet’s surface are still active. Another difference from the Earth is 
that Venus rotates on its axis in the opposite direction to the Earth. So, 
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the Sun rises in the west and sets in the east, opposite to what we 
experience here on earth. 
 

4th: New Moon 
6th-9th: After sunset Venus is positioned close to the crescent Moon 
in the south-west. On the 7th the planet is at its brightest for the year. 
13th/14th: Look out for the bright shooting stars of the Geminid 
meteor shower. Best viewed in the early morning after the Moon 
has set. 
19th: the Full Moon rides high against the December sky.  The names 
reflect that the temperatures are now starting to drop significantly 
and include Cold Moon, Winter Making Moon, Water Freezing Moon 
and Snow Moon.   In Europe it was sometimes called the ‘Moon 
before Yule’.  

21st: Winter Solstice, the Sun is at its lowest point in the sky. On 
that day we will have our shortest day and longest night. 

During the last few days of December, we will see Mercury to the 
lower left of Venus, both setting at about the same time. Mercury will 
be about 30 times fainter than Venus. 

Sunrise and Sunset  
1st: Sunrise 7:49 am Sunset: 4:08 pm     
31st: Sunrise 8:10 am Sunset: 4:15 pm 
In Milborne Port, the first day of the month is 08 hours, 19 minutes 
long. The last day of December is 08 hours,04 minutes, so the length 
of the days gets 15 minutes shorter in December 2021. 
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and good viewing conditions, 

Ganymede 

          

Energy Problems

As you will know from the press all of us will be 
facing higher energy bills this winter.  Some suppliers have 

already folded and there may be more to follow.

If your energy supplier has gone out of business don’t panic, your gas 
and electricity will not be cut off and any money that you have already 
paid will be secure. As soon as you know your supplier is no longer 
operating it’s a good idea to take a note (and preferably a photograph) 
of your meter reading to avoid any future dispute.  Ofgem will contact 
you to tell you who your new provider is.   Make sure you have your 
latest bill, so you know whether you are in credit or how much you are 
owed.  If you pay by direct debit there should be no need to cancel.  
Unfortunately, your payments will almost certainly be higher but there 
is an energy cap in place and providers cannot charge more than this.

The transfer may take some time, but it is sensible to wait until you 
have arrangements in place with the supplier you have been allocated 
before doing anything. You can then contact your new provider to 
ensure you are on their cheapest tariff. 

The transfer should go smoothly, but there could be snags.  For 
example, if you owe money to your previous supplier it’s possible that 
the new supplier may no longer take on any repayment arrangements.  
Also the Warm Home Discount may not be paid out automatically to 
those customers who are eligible.

If you need help with energy issues or any other problem, contact 
Citizens Advice. Telephone our freephone Dorset Adviceline number 
on 0800 144 88 48 between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday to Friday or 
alternatively visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk or 
https://centraldorsetca.org.uk/

A
facing high

          



MILBORNE PORT CONTACTS
PARISH CHURCH: ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

Staff
Vicar In Vacancy                                   To contact a member of the clergy team ring                       07515 119952
Reader                                                 Mrs Pat Elliott                                                                      250353
Churchwardens                                    Mrs Jacquie Hall                                                                    250328
                                                           Mrs Nicki Edwards                                                               251505 
                                                           

Other Useful Church contacts
Organist                                               Mrs Rachel Willetts                                                              01935 813958
Vergers                                                Mr & Mrs Ronnie Goodman                                                 250964
Magazine Editor                                   Mrs Linda Mumford                                                             33495
Magazine Advertising                           Mr Robin Bawtree                                                               251359
& Magazine Treasurer                           
Tower Captain & Sec:                           Mr & Mrs David Wales                                                         250660
PCC Secretary                                      Mrs Susan Wales                                                                  250660
Church Treasurer                                 Mr Robert Hall                                                                     250328
& Stewardship Recorder
Church House Treasurer                      Mr Ben Grundy                                                                   01747 854873
Parish Church of St Peter, Goathill:       Church Warden: Mrs Trudy West                                         01935 815342
Milborne Wick Church:                       Prowarden: John Sprake                                                       250243
Church House Bookings:                     www.mpchouse.org.uk or Christine Porter                         250821

OTHER LOCAL CHURCHES  
Roman Catholic Church (Wincanton)   Father Louis Beasley-Suffolk                                                 34408
ReBorne Community Church              Minister Adrian Bright                                                         07975 755032

OTHER INFORMATION
Doctors                                               Drs Beattie, Bulley, Wyer, Smith, Esteves and French             250334
Vet                                                      Southhill Veterinary Group, The Old Glove Factory, 
                                                           1-2 North Street, Milborne Port                                           250255
Primary School                                     Mrs R. Eyres                                                                        250366
Clerk to Parish Council                         Mr Simon Pritchard, Town Hall                                            251268
District Councillor                                Sarah Dyke                                                                          07979 535542
Registrar                                              Ms S Shire                                                                            435008
Spirit of Milborne Port                          Claire Andrews                                                                    07729 582 669
                                                           Andy Maidment                                                                   07973 987523
Village Hall                                           Booking Clerk: Mr M Lancaster                                            251217
WI Secretary:                                       Mrs Pam Burr                                                                     251757
Police                                                   Non Emergency                                                                   101
                                                           Emergencies                                                                        999
PCSO on duty (Wincanton)                                                                                                             101
Library                                                 The Jolly Book Bus in East Street Car Park                            07396 587767
                                                           Tuesday 9-12.30 and 2-4.30, Friday and Saturday 9-12.30        
Pharmacist                                           Ty and Mansur Lawal, Milborne Port Pharmacy                     250259
Over 65s Tuesday Lunch Club              Maureen Lock                                                                      250433
                                                           Sue Scott                                                                             250333

Milborne Port community website and diary    www.milborneport.org.uk

Parish Council website www.milborneportpc.org.uk

Benefice website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk

To have a copy of this magazine delivered to your house each month,
Please contact Mrs Liz Redman, 4 Higher Kingsbury Close (251145)

Printed by Shelleys the Printers Ltd – 01935 815364
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Refuse and Recycling Collections 
(NB No garden waste collections) 

 
 

MAGAZINE DEADLINES 
 

All entries for the January 2022 issue of the 
magazine to the editor please by Saturday 11th 
December at 12 noon latest. Note early date 
pre-Christmas! 
 
Distributors on Friday 17th December at 2 
p.m. 
 
Editor’s email : 
  magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk   
Linda will acknowledge all email contributions.  If you do not receive 
a reply, or if you are unable to use email, please ring her on 01963 
33495 
 

          



- 36 - - 37 -

MARK DEWBERRY
BUILDER

Extensions, Garages,
Patios, Brickwork,

Stonework, Roofing,
General Maintenance

Tel: 07790 155 857

STEPHANIE DAY

MARTIN WHITE
RHS DIPLOMA CERTIFIED

Garden Planning 
& Maintenance

Tel: 01963 250355 
or 07419 585547

Email: martinwhite44@aol.com

Orchard Dene, Wick Road,
Milborne Port, Sherborne. 

DT9 5HN.

Tel. 01963 250005
Mobile: 07976 934252

BB && GG
DDOOWWNN

Tree Surgeons
Commercial & Domestic • Established over 60 years

Full Liability Insurance • Free Estimates
Tree surgery • Pruning • Felling • Hedge trimming

Stump removal • Wood chipping service

COVERING SOMERSET & DORSET

General Building Work
House Maintenance 

Extensions Undertaken

DORSET VINTAGE WEDDING CARS

Tel: 01963 250353 or 01747 850474
www.dorsetvintageweddingcars.com

‘A bespoke flooring service’
CARPETS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - 

NATURALS - CONTRACT FLOORING -
ACCESSORIES

All supplied and fitted
For a free quote call Glen

01963 441276 - Mobile 07855 743796

ABOVE & BEYOND 
ROOFING

Specialist in old properties.
All aspects of roofing covered.

Fascia boards, guttering & sofits.
Stone work & repointing.
35 years experience 
in the building trade.
STEVE SHEPPARD

07836 318933 / 01963 250995

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Carer
Offers quality care support in your own home.     

Home live-in if required.
Excellent references. CRB Checked.

Fully insured. 
Many years experience of working in care.

Call 
07723-999043 0r 01963-251267 

to discuss your requirements. 



33 Sparrow Road, Yeovil BA21 4BT 
Tel: (01935) 479913   Email: clive@ajwakely.com

16 Newland, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3JQ
Tel: (01935) 816817   Email: sherborne@ajwakely.com 

The Old Police Station, Carrington Way, Wincanton, BA9 9JS
Tel: (01963) 31310   Email: wincanton@ajwakely.com

2 Abbey Street, Crewkerne TA18 7LF
Tel: (01460) 74547   Email: crewkerne@ajwakely.com
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WH&J HENSHAW LTD
Joinery Manufacturers

Makers of high quality purpose
built joinery products

Doors : Windows : Stairs
Conservatories : Foldasides

Box Sashes etc
Softwood / Hardwood

Including all glazing and
ironmongery requirements

Tel: 01963 364123
10 Station Road Business Park

Stalbridge, DT10 2RN
www.henshawjoinery.co.uk
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Caundlewood Interiors
Carpentry, Joinery 

and Property Maintenance
07531291429    joe@caundlewood.co.uk

Various Bespoke Joinery Items
Made and Fitted

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Foot Health Pracitioner 
& Massage Therapist

Helen Lockey
DipFH MCFHP MAFHP ITEC(Dip)

Private, professional footcare & massage 
in the comfort of your own home

Callus & Corns 
Nail trimming
Lower limb & foot massage

Ingrown toenails

Diabetic footcare
Fungal infections

TO OM E R  
T R E E  SE RV IC E S

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

01963 250088  |  07515 030 611

toomertreeservices@outlook.com

 www.toomertreeservices.com

Tree Surgery

Hedge Cutting

Stump Removal

Fully Insured

Free Quotations
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CHURCH HOUSE   

HALL for HIRE 

 Main hall  (max. 100 people) 
 Ideal for events & private par es 
 Well equipped kitchen 
 Enclosed garden 
 Separate small mee ng room 

www.mpchouse.org.uk 
 

Or call Chris ne on 01963 250821 

01963 204205 
07745 858440 

stalbridgeremovals@hotmail.com 

A family run business 
providing an affordable 

removal service and storage, 
contact us for a free quote 

• Removals 
• Storage 

• Packing Service 
• Man & Van 

Oborne Road, Sherborne, DT9 3RU 

 

www.stalbridgeremovals.co.uk 

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Westree Company est 1975
Tree surgery,  landscaping and timber building manufacturers

Pruning, felling, hedge trimming, stump removal, 

Logs/firewood, planting and tree surveys

All types of Fencing, patios, walls, turfing etc.

Garden Sheds, Field shelters, stables and other timber structures.

Jeremy Pitman, Unit 6 Marsh Lane, Henstridge, BA8 0TG

01963 362615 enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk
www.westreecompany.co.uk
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