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MARK ANDREWS
Property Maintenance

M: 07592 523241 T: 01963 250223
E: markandrewspm@gmail.com

Patios   Fencing   Renovations

Decorating/Tiling   Driveways/Landscaping
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Cherie Creighton
Counsellor Accredited BACP
Hypnotherapist LCCH

Meditation and Reiki Healing
Topical Workshops
Promoting Wellbeing 
Confidentiality Assured

Mindfulness for Stress reduction

Holistic Centre
215 High Street
Milborne Port

Kindredcornerhouse.co.uk
01963 251562 or 07933737081

Something Else Fishy
Quality Fish & Chips

1 High Street • Milborne Port
Tel: 01963 250225

Fish & Chip 
and Seafood restaurant 

OPEN Thursday, Friday and Saturday
12pm to 2pm and 5pm to 9.30pm

MILBORNE PORT
HAIRDRESSER

Tel:   01963 34334
or 07792 192091

CRACKMORE
GARAGE

(Jon Creighton - Workshop Manager)

SERVICING

REPAIRS

CAR SALES

M.O.T. TESTING £35

Milborne Port 251221

TIPPLING PHILOSOPHER
HIGH STREET

MILBORNE PORT
DT9 5AQ

01963250999

www.tipplingphilosopher.com
Dave & Di Welcome You To Milborne Port
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WAYNE PULLEN
Family Butcher

TOP QUALITY LOCAL MEAT

Prime Beef, Lamb, Free-Range Pork,
Free Range Chickens and Ducks

A Large Selection of Home-Cooked Meats and Pies
Quality – Service – Satisfaction

6 High Street, Milborne Port Tel. 01963 250222

01963 251217
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Florist - Local Delivery

01963-250332
www.lavenderandgrey.com



- 9 -- 8 -

E. Taylor
48 Manor Road, Milborne Port, Sherborne DT9 5BN

Tel: 01963 250829
Mobile: 07967 048707

R J Woodley
Plumbing and Heating

01963 250467
07970 307350

23 South View Road
Milborne Port, Sherborne Dorset DT9 5BS

DAVE THURGOOD
Painter & Decorator

**FREE QUOTES**
07792391368

55 Ridgeway  Sherborne  Dorset DT9 6DA
dave.thurgoodstfc@btinternet.com      www.sherbornedecorator.com

info@56londonroad.co.uk
www.56londonroad.co.uk

56 London Road, 
Milborne Port

Sherborne DT9 5DW
Tel: 01963 251860

*Free Parking*
*Wheelchair Access*

• Acupuncture

• Osteopathy

• Chiropody / Podiatry

• Counselling

• Physiotherapy 

• EMDR Therapy

• Manual Lymphatic Drainage

• Soft Tissue Therapy,
Sports & Remedial Massage 

• Shiatsu

• Swedish Massage

• Hopi Ear Candle Therapy

SERENE DREAMS
With Deborah Barsby

Mobile Complementary Therapist
with Beauty in Milborne Port

Treatments include:
Massage, Reflexology,

Aromatherapy, Indian Head
Massage, Chinese Cupping, Waxing

Manicures & Pedicures, Facials,
Eyelash extensions, 

Eyelas & Eyebrow tints.
Hours: 9am - 9pm Monday - Friday
Phone 07791625289 - 01963251869

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM



- 11 -

 
 

A Letter from Revd Diane 
 
Dear Friends, 
“I can resist anything but temptation” So wrote 
Oscar Wilde, in his play Lady Windermere’s Fan 
which was staged in London’s West End theatres 
for next 125 years! 
 
In his usual witty way, Wilde sums up the problem we all face when 
confronted with temptation and in some ways it’s good to be made to 
laugh at our mistakes. Yes, that’s often the way comedy responds to 
things in our lives, and it’s good to laugh. But in real life we are called 
to live differently, and we may think about this as we enter into the 
beginning of Lent and our relationship with temptation is brought into 
focus. 
 
So Lent is an opportunity: a chance to give things up or take things on, 
to search our hearts; but it is also an opportunity to watch, wait and 
listen to see where we need to grow and change. Indeed, we see in 
Jesus’s forty days in the wilderness – from which we take Lent’s shape 
– Jesus sensed tremendous change happening in his life. It was there, 
that he struggled with the choices before him and needed the power of 
the Spirit to face the challenges of the future. 
 
This year’s WORLD DAY OF PRAYER (formerly known as Woman’s 
World Day of Prayer) is on the 4th March. It is a world-wide ecumenical 
movement, led by Christian women who invite us to join in prayer, and 
to share in action, for peace and justice. In more than 170 countries 
they come together to pray. This year’s programme has been drafted by 
women of England, Wales and Northern Ireland.  
 
The theme this year’s is “I know the plans I have for you”  - God’s words 
recorded in Jeremiah 29:11 in the Bible. That is encouraging for St 
John’s Parish Church as we continue to pray for a new Minister at this 
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CATRIONA CLARK 
BOOKKEEPING
Catriona Clark MICB PM Dip

3 Henning Way
MILBORNE PORT

Sherborne, Dorset DT9 5HN
01963 250928 / 07975 885905

info@catrionaclarkbookkeeping.com

Justynas Art
NATURAL ARTIST

Canvas Portraits
Perfect Gifts Your designs                                        

Facebook - Justyna Art
Justyna.artpage@yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 07849-488518

- 10 -

sales@martindodge.com
07836 708888
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time of interregnum. We wait and listen to hear the Lord’s plans for us. 
We ourselves and many people all over the world live in the midst of all 
sorts of uncertainties today, not least political, and also those created 
by the Covid-19 pandemic. Its theme offers hope and invites us to place 
our trust in Jesus who prays for us to God the Father. 
 
In order to help us do this and further prepare ourselves this Lent, we 
begin with Ash Wednesday. In this Service those who attend receive 
the imposition of Ashes: the priest marking us on the forehead with the 
sign of the cross using ashes blessed for this purpose. By tradition these 
ashes are prepared by burning last year’s palm crosses. This is a 
reminder of our mortality and also a sign of our commitment to walk 
with Christ. 
 
The Parish Church is also holding the Fellowship Lent Lunches during 
Lent. See the details in this magazine. It’s good to have the chance for 
Fellowship together; we have missed seeing so many people after being 
restricted by Covid. Do come if you can. 
 
Prayer: Jesus, thank you for the opportunities you give me to enter 
the healing process for myself and others. We need the power of your 
Spirit to face the challenges of the future. 

Revd Diane Barrett 
 
 
From the Parish Registers 
BBaBapBaptBaptiBaptisBaptismBaptism 
30th  January     Isaac Sands 
 
FFuFunFuneFunerFuneraFuneralFuneral 
18th  February   Raymond Lesley Silsby. 
 

          

 
 

 Church house 100 Club 
Results of the February Draw 
1st Prize  £30  Anon (No. 6)  
2nd Prize  £20  Mrs M Goodwin  
3rd Prize £10  Mrs R Stringfellow 
 
 

 
To everyone who visited the Snowdrop Coffee 
Morning on Saturday 5th February:  
Thank you all so much for supporting this event in 
aid of St Peter’s Church, Goathill. The total 
raised was £339.60                          Trudy West 
 

 
Lent Lunches 

These will take place on Fridays in Lent at 12.45 p.m. 
March 4th, 11th and 18th , plus April 1st and 8th in 
Church House, and March 25th at ReBorne 
Community Church, North Street.  All Welcome! 
 
Delicious soup, bread and cheese.  Donations for Christian Aid please. 
 

 

Congratulations to Gerald Fisher, who took the cover 
photograph of the beautiful spring gardens along the High Street in 
2021. 
 
We welcome your photos of scenes in and around Milborne Port for 
consideration as future covers.  Please send high-res images in 
landscape format to 
 
magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk 
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Marmalade Festival 
 

Saturday 19th March 9.30 – 11.00 a.m. 
 

Church House 
Bathwell Lane 

 
Tea, coffee, toast and marmalade;  

jars of marmalade to purchase 
Proceeds to Church Funds 

 
If you would like to contribute, please make some marmalade (any 
type) or send along a loaf of bread or pack of butter before the event. 
The Seville oranges have gone now but you could make Three Fruit 
or Lemon or any type you like, even Onion! 
 
 

Lent Suppers and Discussion Group 
“A Fresh Look” 

will take place 

  on Thursdays  

March 17th, 24th, 31st,  &  April 7th 

at 6.30 p.m. in Church House  

 
 
 
 

          

 
 

R E M E M B E R I N G. . . . 
Another of Naomi Thorp’s commemorations of the servicemen who died 
during the Second World War.. This reflects the wartime losses in real time 
but 80 years on. Our thanks to Naomi for her work. 
 

Stuart Hallett, died March 1942 
Able Seaman Stuart Hallett was posted 
'Missing' when HMS Exeter was attacked 
and sank in the Java Sea on 1st March 1942.  
He was 32 years of age. It was not until 
October 1945 that the Admiralty informed 
his widow, Mrs Dorothy Hallett, that 
statements received from two surviving officers from the ship show 
that 'Able Seaman Stuart Hallett did not survive the action in which 
HMS Exeter was lost. He must therefore be regarded as missing, 
presumed killed.'  He is commemorated on the Plymouth Naval 
Memorial and his name appears on Foster's School 1939-1945 Roll of 
Honour displayed at the Gryphon School in Sherborne.  
 
Stuart was the youngest son of Edward & Theresa Hallett and had been 
a pupil at Foster's School, Sherborne, before serving an apprenticeship 
at the Abbey Book Shop in the town.  On completion of this, he joined 
his father and elder brother in the family newsagent's business in 
Milborne Port.   

Thank You 

The Milborne Port and District Branch of the 
Royal British Legion wishes to thank Karen 
Gough.  The collection at the funeral of her aunt, 
Muriel Johnson (pictured), raised £140 for us.  
We are most grateful.                      Maggie Pelly 
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News from the Parish Council
Take a Seat!  The first week of February saw four new arrivals at the 
Gainsborough playpark!  Many thanks to our ranger, Martin, to his 

colleagues from South Somerset 
District Council, and to 
Councillor Rob Lockey and his 
son for being on hand to take 
delivery and decide on location.  
One of the benches will be 
adapted to become wheelchair friendly.  These 

benches should stand the test of time as they are made from durable 
recycled materials.

Local Council Elections – Thursday 5th May 2022
Many of you will already be aware of the forthcoming elections. The 
Parish Council is very keen to welcome more councillors into its 
membership. We are encouraging as many local residents as possible 
to put themselves forward for this very important role.  The Parish 
Council has 13 seats, and the elections offer a good opportunity to 
welcome a new group of community minded people onto the Council.  

Now is the time to act; you can be nominated from 9.00 a.m. on 
Monday 21 March, with nominations closing at 4.00 p.m. on 
Tuesday 5th April. South Somerset District Council manage the 
entire process; here is a link to their website page 
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/your-council/elections-and-
voting/current-elections-and-referenda

Why become a Parish Councillor?  Maybe you are new to the 
Parish and want to become involved with local matters, or maybe you 
have lived in the village all of your life and you are now looking to give 
something back. To qualify, you must be 18 or over, and on the electoral 
register. The Council would benefit from a membership representing 
various backgrounds and various ages. The Parish Council is involved 
in many different activities, from local planning matters, to managing 

          

 
 

the open spaces and working with our community groups, to delivering 
projects.  

If you have time to spare, skills and experience that you could bring to 
the role and a genuine interest in our village, why not consider putting 
yourself forward to become a councillor? You are very welcome to give 
the Parish Clerk a call for any more information and to cover any 
questions you may have.   
Simon Pritchard – Parish Clerk  clerk@milborneportpc.org.uk 
Nathalie Hetherington – Deputy   office@milborneportpc.org.uk 
 
Find us on Facebook! Search: Milborne Port Community Council 
 
 
 

The Beeches Playgroup 
The school has some exciting news to share.  
Following Maggie Herdsman’s decision to retire 
from running the Beeches Playgroup, which 
operates in a building in the school grounds, the 
governors have agreed to take it on with effect from September 1st  
2022. 

Maggie has been involved with the playgroup for over 30 years, 
contributing, with her team, to a fantastic start for hundreds of our 
pupils.  We know that Maggie will be very much missed, but look 
forward to working with her to ensure a smooth transition and to 
secure the future of The Beeches for the local community. 

On the following page, you will find an advertisement for a Pre-School 
Manager whom we shall be appointing to continue Maggie’s good 
work. 

John Burrough, Chair of Governors  
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Post Title: Pre–School Manager 
Grade 12, scale point 12 

Hourly rate:  £11.49; Hours: 35 
Monday – Friday  8 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

Term time plus 2 weeks 
 
An exciting opportunity to join the strong team at Milborne Port 
Primary School and shape the future of our early years provision.  
The school governors are looking to appoint a Pre-School Manager at 
The Beeches Pre-School from September 2022, or earlier by 
arrangement. Applicants must be committed to creating an exceptional 
learning environment that offers the best for every child and meets all 
the aims of Milborne Port Primary School. There will be a strong focus 
on Communication and Language, Literacy and Outdoor Learning.  
 
Please contact the School Business Manager, Claire Brown on: 
Milborneportprimary@educ.somerset.gov.uk for an application form 
and job description.  Closing date:  Tuesday 1st  March 2022 
Interviews:     Week beginning 7th  March 2022 
Milborne Port Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff to share in this 
commitment.  This post is subject to an enhanced DBS check and medical 
clearance. 
 

                             ReBorne Church 
We would like to thank you as a community as you have responded to 
our questionnaires - the funding bids will be put forward shortly and 
we will keep you updated with our progress. Thank you once again. 
Can I remind you that the church is open for coffee, tea and tea 
cakes/cakes on a  Tuesday and Wednesday morning 8.30-10 a.m. 
during term time at the moment - come and join us. 
If you need any further information please contact Yvonne, 
07975755031 
 

          

 
 

Ooh La La! “Wonderful Gay Paree” is the setting for 
Milborne Port Opera’s latest production, The Merry 
Widow.  MPO is returning to the Village Hall with its first 

fully staged show since 2019, directed by Chris Bailward.  
 
Franz Lehar’s classic operetta tells the story of Anna Glavari, a 
beautiful woman from humble origins in 
Pontevedro, a fictional country “somewhere in 
Middle Europe”.  Anna married a rich man who 
has left her a fabulously wealthy widow – now the 
race is on to find her a second husband and keep 
those millions in the Pontevedrian economy! In a 
frivolous atmosphere where infidelity seems to be 
the norm and can-can dancers are always ready to 
entertain the gentlemen, can Anna possibly find 
true love?   
 
With Jessie Stones and Rachel Milestone-McAdorey in the two leading 
soprano roles, ably supported by Anthony White and James Craw, you 
are assured of an evening of brilliant singing.  Featuring well-loved 
numbers like Vilya, The Merry Widow Waltz, and You’ll Find Me at 
Maxim’s, this show is a real crowd-pleaser.  
Show dates are 20th – 23rd April.  Tickets available from March 1st: 
£14.00,  with concessions £8 on Weds evening ONLY, from 
www.thelittleboxoffice.com/mpo  
 

Singing is Good for the Soul! 
Did you know that, apart from being fun and uplifting, singing has lots 
of health benefits? 
A good sing relieves stress – singing releases serotonin and dopamine, 
endorphins known as ‘happy’ chemicals which boost your mood. It 
stimulates your immune responses, helping to fight disease and 
prolonging life expectancy, releases pain-relieving endorphins, 

          



- 20 - - 21 -

reducing pain & increasing your pain threshold.  Singing sessions 
enhance memory for people with dementia, help with grief, and 
improve mental health, alertness and mood.
Very importantly – the social benefits are enormous – singing with 
others widens your circle of friends and develops a great sense of 
belonging and connection. Give it a try!  

Goldies Sing & Smile are fun sessions, 
singing songs from the 1950’s onwards – all 
are welcome – just a £2 donation and free 
refreshments. A taster session for Goldies
is taking place in the Wheathill Close 
communal lounge in Milborne Port on 
Wednesday 16 March from 10.30-11.30
a.m.  Call 01761 470006 for more information.

For general health & well-being information in South Somerset, go to 
www.wellbeingsouthsomerset.org

Play Croquet!
Charlton Croquet Club will be holding their AGM, 
followed by lunch, on Sunday 20 March at 11 am 
in the Charlton Horethorne Village Hall. If you 
are interested in joining the Club you are very 
welcome to come along to the meeting and stay 
for lunch as well. Please let Jill Hanson 

(01963250639/07796086738 jill_hanson@btinternet.com) know by 6 
March at the latest if you would like to join us, or if you would like more 
information about the club

n 
30

          

Christian Aid

What a difficult couple of years we have all had,
and although Covid is still a threat it is reassuring 

that society is slowly returning to something approximating to
normality.  With this in mind the committee has been making plans for 
raising money, and we are starting with Lent Lunches on the Fridays of 
Lent. See details on page 13. After this there will be a hot cross bun 
event and, during Christian Aid Week 9th-15th May, we will hold our 
major collection.    

During 2020 and 2021 we were still able to send some gifts to Christian 
Aid, thanks to Christmas collections in church, Lent Lunches (2020) 
and Christian Aid Week (2021): £685 in 2020 and a wonderful 
£986.20  in 2021. Members of the committee – Anne Salkeld, 
Margaret Curtis, Clare Silk, Felicity John and myself – will always be 
pleased to receive funds at any time, and to help with this, please ask 
me if you would like a small collecting box for those annoying low-
denomination coins!

As always, please accept our very grateful thanks for all you have given 
to Christian Aid, and please support us during this year as we try to 
help those less fortunate than ourselves.

David Johnson (treasurer)

We all worry to some degree about Climate 
Change and in our individual ways try to do 
our bit.  Can Nick Ricketts, who had nearly 40 
years working in the Met Office, calm our 

fears? Can he answer your questions on ’What causes global warming 
and what might be done about it?' To find out and pose your own 
questions come on Tuesday 1st March to Henstridge Village Hall, 
Doors open 2.15 p.m. for refreshments, and after the AGM Nick will 
speak.

a
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(including the Principal Service Readings) 
Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at St John’s: Daily at 9 a.m. 

 
Please do not attend if you are unwell.  At present we are still 
wearing masks in church. 
 
COMPLINE: St John’s Choir will be singing Compline on every 
Friday in Lent at 7 p.m. in the Lady Chapel at St John’s Church. Do 
come and experience this peaceful service. 
 
Wednesday 2nd  March  Ash Wednesday 
2 Corinthians 5. 20b - 6.10;   Matthew 6. 1 - 6, 16 - 21 
10.30 a.m.  Midweek Communion  Milborne Port  
  7.00 p.m.      Ash Wednesday Service Milborne Port  
   
Sunday 6th March  1st Sunday of Lent 
Romans 10. 8b - 13;  Luke 4. 1 - 13 
 9.00 a.m.  Holy Communion  Charlton Horethorne 
10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion  Milborne Port  
  6.00 p.m. Evensong   Stowell 
 
Wednesday 9th  March 
10.30 a.m.   Mid-week Communion Milborne Port 
 
Sunday 13th March  2nd Sunday of Lent 
Philippians 3. 17 - 4;  Luke 13. 31 - end 
 9.00 a.m.  Holy Communion  Goathill 
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion  Milborne Port  
 6.00 p.m.  Evensong   Charlton Horethorne 
 
 
 

CChChuChurChurcChurchChurch SChurch SeChurch SerChurch ServChurch ServiChurch ServicChurch ServiceChurch ServicesChurch Services 

          

 
 

 
 
 
 
Wednesday 16th March 
10.30 a.m.   Mid-week Communion Milborne Port  
 
Sunday 20th March  3rd Sunday of Lent 
1 Corinthians 10. 1 -13;  Luke 13. 1 - 9; 
 9.00 a.m. Holy Communion   Milborne Wick 
10.30 a.m. Matins    Milborne Port  
 6.00 p.m.  Holy Communion  Charlton Horethorne 
                  
Wednesday 23rd  March 
10.30 a.m.  Mid-week Communion Milborne Port  
 
Sunday 27th  March  4th Sunday of Lent    Mothering Sunday 
2 Corinthians 5. 16 - end;  Luke 15. 1 - 3, 11b - end 
10.30 a.m.  Family Communion  Milborne Port  
 6.00 p.m. Evensong    Goathill 

 
Wednesday 30th  March 
10.30 a.m.  Midweek Communion  Milborne Port  
 
Sunday 3rd  April 5th Sunday of Lent 
Philippians 3. 4b - 14;  John 12. 1 - 8 
 9.00 a.m.  Holy Communion  Charlton Horethorne 
10.30 a.m.  Holy Communion  Milborne Port  
 6.00 p.m. Evensong   Stowell 
 

FFoForFor MFor MaFor MarFor MarcFor MarchFor March 
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Milborne Port 
Climate and Nature Action Group
Working together in the village to help wildlife to 
flourish.

Who is not looking forward to spring? Warmth and 
longer days for sure; hopefully plenty of sunshine and 

flowers, the song of birds, the hum of bees and colourful flights of 
butterflies and more to delight us?  Sadly, though, we have gradually 
become one of the most nature-depleted nations, and that affects us all. 
More than 97% of hay meadows have disappeared; insect numbers are 
crashing - and we learnt recently from BBC’s Winter Watch that there 
are now 900 million fewer birds over Europe  than 40 years ago. 900 
million! 

The good news is that there are now many initiatives 
to start to address these losses. Many of you will 
know about Plantlife’s successful Let it Grow and 
Roadside Verge campaign, for example.  Last summer 
SSDC trialled a few No Mow areas in Milborne Port, 
and we will be liaising with them to add to these. The sizeable piece of 
grassland opposite Crackmore Garage supports a good number of wild 
flower species and South Somerset Highways, who we have been in 
contact with, do not cut more than a metre length along the edge; 
please respect this area and leave it uncut to let the wild flowers 
flourish. We will be sowing some local wildflower seed over the patch 
of recently churned up ground. 

Working together with Adam Gale from West Coker and EUCAN, our 
group will also be helping with advice for and management of 
Wheathill Meadow, the churchyard and, of course, East Hill. It’s also 
encouraging and helpful that South West in Bloom was actively looking 
for evidence of such initiatives last year. By cutting a band along the 
edge of these bits of grassland, they can have a neat, cared for look. 
Let’s tidy away litter but not cut wildlife! Please get in touch if there’s 

l

          

 
 

an area of grassland near you you’d like advice on to see it managed to 
encourage wildlife. More wild flowers and uncut grass; more insects; 
more hedgehogs; more birds; more joy and inspiration! 

When daisies pied and violets blue  
And lady-smocks all silver-white 
And cuckoo-buds of yellow hue  
Do paint the meadows with delight…  
                                    Love's Labour’s Lost 

 
Don’t forget the opportunity from 14th-21st March to have 
thermal imagery of your house / community building. 
Contact us on  milborneportclimateaction@gmail.com     
 

St John’s Churchyard 
The Bath and Wells Diocese is supporting a new partnership initiative 
with the Somerset Wildlife Trust called ‘Wilder Churchyards’.  As the 
website says, churchyards invariably support a rich variety of 
wildflowers and wildlife as they have been left relatively unscathed by 
modern practices over the years.  Members of the PCC have also met 
with Adam Gale and Sarah Warren, who are both closely involved with 
the primary school and its project to improve biodiversity in its 
meadow.  After discussion, the PCC of St John’s have agreed to trial a 
“no mow” approach in two areas of our churchyard with this initiative 
very much in mind.  
 
The areas will be the lawn directly in front of the west end of the church, 
and the area where the lime tree is, next to the wall to the Church House 
garden.  The plan is to mow these areas soon, in early spring, and then 
to leave the grass and flowers to grow, (with a mown border adjacent 
to the paths), with mowing again in June in readiness for the Church 
Fete.  The areas will then be left again until the autumn, after the 
flowering season, and then maintained again ahead of the winter 
months, with the opportunity of encouraging other interested people 
to come and be involved.  
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The small team of dedicated volunteers who 
presently do the mowing have already been 
experimenting with less mowing, and can 
testify to the number of flowers and the variety 
of creatures that have been seen.  For instance, 
there are Bird's foot trefoils present in these 
areas, which are a food source for the Common Blue and other 
butterflies 
 
Thanks to popular naturalists like David Attenborough and Chris 
Packham, everyone is becoming more and more aware of the 
importance of supporting wildlife, and it is hoped that this experiment 
will reap rewards. 

Susan Wales 
 
 

 

 
The Newt - Don’t Miss This! 

 
On Tuesday, April 12th, in the  Village Hall, at 7.30 p.m.,  Arthur Cole 
will give a talk on ‘The Newt’ explaining how it started and how 
things have and are changing.  The Newt is the restored gardens and 
grounds of what was Hadspen House near Bruton. 
 
Entry will be by ticket only.  Entry will be free for Gardening Club 
members and £5.00 for guests.  Tickets are available in advance 
from the secretary on 01963 250654 or 
pamalexander@btinternet.com.  Any tickets still available will be 
sold on the night of the talk, but entry cannot be guaranteed as 
numbers will be limited. 
 

          

 
 

Milborne Port Gardening Club 
 

It seems appropriate that sitting here at my desk, writing this 
newsletter, with Storm Eunice rattling around my old cottage windows, 
the topic of our next talk will be ‘Climate Friendly Gardening’. Sally 
Morgan, our speaker, will be considering the effects on our gardens of 
the climate and climate change.  The meeting will be held in the Main 
Village Hall, Springfield Road on Tuesday, March 8th at 7.30 p.m.   
 
Despite the stormy weather, our gardens are beginning to take on a 
feeling of spring with snowdrops, primroses, early daffodils and many 
other plants bursting into bloom.  In my own front garden a most 
wonderful, scented ‘Daphne odora’ welcomes visitors at the front gate.  
Everyone should have a specimen of this plant.  It is a small frost-
hardy, evergreen shrub that has, from mid-winter to early spring, very 
fragrant, purplish-pink-and-white flowers. 
 
We are all looking forward Tuesday, April 12th 
when we will welcome Arthur Cole from ‘The 
Newt’ who will describe how it started and 
how things have changed as it has developed.  
See the notice on page 26 for  details of how 
to book.  
 
If you want to know anything more about the Club, or join us, then 
please come to any meeting, or contact the secretary 
(pamalexander@btinternet.com).  Membership is only £12.00 for 
2022 and we welcome guests to our meetings with a fee of £2.00. 
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Moviola 
 

From the director of The Grand Budapest 
Hotel, and sharing its idiosyncratic visual 
and narrative style, The French Dispatch is a 
portmanteau film. It brings to life a 
collection of stories from the final issue of a 
fictional American magazine published in 
Ennui-SurBlasé, a fictional 20th-century 
French city. Starring a host of Anderson 
regulars - Adrien Brody, Tilda Swinton, Léa 
Seydoux, Bill Murray, Saoirse Ronan – it's an 
eccentric delight. 

 
"Anderson's new film has, on the strength of the extensively picked-
apart trailer, been condemned as more of the same. To which I can 
only say ... sure, yes, more fun, more buoyancy, more elegance, more 
marvellously eccentric invention, more originality. It might not be at 
the very zenith of what he can achieve but for sheer moment-by-
moment pleasure, and for laughs, this is a treat." 
Peter Bradshaw, 
The Guardian 
 
Advanced tickets will be on sale from 1st  March exclusively from 
Wayne’s Butchers, at £5.00 each (no concessions). Tickets will also be 
available on the door, priced at £6.00 each, no concessions. 
 
A limited alcoholic bar will be available selling beer and a selection of 
wines. 
 
 
 
 

          

 
 

 
 
By popular demand, Saturday the 26th of March sees our comics 
hitting the Milborne Port Village Hall once again with a fresh comedy 
special to remember!  You know they're wild – they're hilarious! It's a 
naughty night! Plus the drinks are tasty the way you like! 
 
Pairing up with the fanatics at Brewed Boy (West England's award-
winning craft beer makers), there will also be delicious craft beers and 
ciders, top wines and Proseccos! 
 
Featuring Michael Hackett, Johnny Wardlow and two 
mystery guests! 
Age restriction 18+  NB Drinks purchased separately from 
ticket 
If Boris decides to shut the country again and the event is cancelled 
and can't be postponed, don't worry, we'll give you a full refund. 
Doors open: 7.30 p.m.    Show starts: 8.00 p.m. 
 
Tickets on sale via www.MilbornePortComedy.Eventbrite.co.uk 
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A good number of members came to Church 
House for our meeting in February when one of 
our members, Lesley Wray, spoke about the 
history of the Commonalty in Milborne 
Port.   We were shown various slides illustrating 
acts that had taken place through the ages, all of 

which was very interesting, especially when you realise that the old 
Guildhall where much of the action in the past occurred is now 
Wayne' storeroom!   
 
After the talk, we had a break for refreshments then Lyn, our 
President, went through the business of the evening, pointing out 
forthcoming events.   Looking ahead to the summer, it will be the 
90th birthday of the Milborne Port branch of the WI so we will be 
celebrating with an afternoon tea held in Church House, to which 
members of the Stavordale Group will be invited. 
 
Our next meeting takes place in Church House at 7.30 p.m. on 
Thursday, 10th  March, when the speaker will be talking about 'Space 
and Climate Change from the outer universe to our own back 
garden'.   Visitors are always welcome to attend our meetings for a 
small cost, and it's hoped that they enjoy themselves and become a 
member.    One of the advantages of being a member is going to the 
local WIs which form the Stavordale group when invited.   Obviously, 
these joint meetings have been curtailed over the past two years but it's 
hoped they will resume shortly. 
 
In the meantime, our WI Room in the old town hall in the High Street 
is open for coffees/teas every Friday morning from 10.30 a.m., when 
we welcome many regulars - members, villagers and people travelling 
through.   There is usually a slice of home-made cake too! 
 

Christine Porter 
 

          

 
 

Tools For Self Reliance - Haberdashery Appeal. 
A very big thank you to all who so generously donated haberdashery 
and knitting supplies. We were able to take a large quantity down to 
the charity's Headquarters at Netley Marsh where it was gratefully 
received.  These items will be included with the next consignment of 
sewing machines sent to Africa. Trainees will use these when they set 
themselves up in small businesses on the successful completion of their 
course. 
 

In 2021 T.F.S.R. shipped a total of 17,500 
refurbished individual tools to Africa for trainees 
in the building, carpentry, motor mechanics, cycle 
mechanics and tailoring trades businesses on 
completion of their training. If you have any items 
you could donate, please contact Brian or Barbara 
on 01963 251346.  

 
Friends of Milborne Port Library 

 
Edwina and Millie ran Dinosaur Week over the half-term and enjoyed 
welcoming lots of children. They are now planning activities for Easter 
– watch this space! We have a library Facebook page where we 
regularly post about new books which have arrived in the library, the 
events we have on and the weekly online Storytime book. Please follow 
us for our regular updates – search Milborne Port Community Library. 
World Book Day: Thursday 3rd March   
The library will not be open that day, but 
children are invited to visit the library on 
Friday or Saturday to collect a book token 
which they can use to choose a free book from 
the line up of books for 2022. The tokens can 
be used at local book shops. If children would 
like to come along to the library on the Friday 
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or Saturday morning wearing their world book day outfit to collect their 
voucher, then Edwina and Millie would love to see them. 
 
Amnesty! Don't forget!  If you have any outstanding charges on 
your library card, incurred before 21st January 2022, we will remove 
most of these from your account. Just pop into your local library and 
speak to a member of staff. So, whether you've lost a picture book, 
had an overdue DVD or simply forgotten to return the latest bestseller 
we'll waive the charge, no questions asked. Then you are ready to start 
your library adventure again.  This offer ends on 31 March 2022, 
so don't miss out! 
 
Your library card gives you FREE access from your smartphone, 
tablet, or PC to: e-books, e-audiobooks, e-magazines, e –comics, e-
newspapers. For details visit: www.LibrariesWest.org.uk    

  Mary Clothier     marydmc38@gmail.com 
 
 

Milborne Port History & Heritage Group 
 
Our March meeting is on Monday 21st, when Ted Udall will be giving 
a talk intriguingly entitled, ‘How Did They Get There?’ Ted is the 
Somerset and Dorset Family History Society Secretary and an 
experienced family historian.  
 
 I am sure the February meeting, due after this magazine’s deadline, 
with Nathalie Hetherington speaking on Tattle Hall:18th Century 
Milborne Port Life Through the Letters of Thomas Medlycott will 
have been fascinating and will have lived up to its billing as 18th 
Century Downton Abbey!  
 
On Easter Monday we are planning to organise two walks. Members 
and friends will be able to go either on a short evening walk that 

          

 
 

includes the Church and the heart of the Village or a long walk in the 
afternoon.  
 
On the 14th July there will be a visit to Ven House to tour the gardens. 
Numbers are limited to 30 for the morning tour and again 30 for the 
afternoon visit. Members of MPH&HG will be given booking priority. 
Visitors are welcome if spaces allow. If you are not a member, I 
suggest you join straight away! 
 
We open the Museum every Sunday afternoon 2.30 p.m. - 4.00 p.m. 
from the end of May to the end of August. However, if you would like 
to arrange a private visit at any other time, please contact Lesley Wray 
on lesmik71@gmail.com. 
 

HLC 
 

What to Watch for in the March Night Sky 
Springtime is the land awakening. The March winds are the 
morning yawn.                                  Lewis Grizzard 
 

According to an ancient Chinese 
tradition, the Spring Equinox is the 
only day in the year when an egg can 
be perfectly balanced on its end. The 
Iranian New Year has origins in the 
Zoroastrian religion and begins on the 
Spring Equinox. It has been 

celebrated for over 3,000 years. In Japan the Spring and Autumn 
Equinoxes are national holidays and are part of the Japanese 
Buddhist Higan Festival. Higan means ‘the other shore’ and refers to 
the spirits of the dead reaching Nirvana (the other shore) after 
crossing the river of existence. It celebrates the spiritual move from a 
world of suffering to a world of enlightenment.  

 

          



MILBORNE PORT CONTACTS
PARISH CHURCH: ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

Staff
Vicar In Vacancy                                   To contact a member of the clergy team ring                       07515 119952
Reader                                                 Mrs Pat Elliott                                                                      250353
Churchwardens                                    Mrs Jacquie Hall                                                                    250328
                                                           Mrs Nicki Edwards                                                               251505 
                                                           

Other Useful Church contacts
Organist                                               Mrs Rachel Willetts                                                              01935 813958
Vergers                                                Mr & Mrs Ronnie Goodman                                                 01963 845082
Magazine Editor                                   Mrs Linda Mumford                                                             33495
Magazine Advertising                           Mr Robin Bawtree                                                               251359
& Magazine Treasurer                           
Tower Captain & Sec:                           Mr & Mrs David Wales                                                         250660
PCC Secretary                                      Mrs Susan Wales                                                                  250660
Church Treasurer                                 Mr Robert Hall                                                                     250328
& Stewardship Recorder
Church House Treasurer                      Mr Ben Grundy                                                                   01747 854873
Parish Church of St Peter, Goathill:       Church Warden: Mrs Trudy West                                         01935 815342
Milborne Wick Church:                       Prowarden: John Sprake                                                       250243
Church House Bookings:                     www.mpchouse.org.uk or Christine Porter                         250821

OTHER LOCAL CHURCHES  
Roman Catholic Church (Wincanton)   hope@stlukeswincanton.org.uk                                           
ReBorne Community Church              Minister Adrian Bright                                                         07975 755032

OTHER INFORMATION
Doctors                                               Drs Beattie, Bulley, Wyer, Smith, Esteves and French             250334
Vet                                                      Southhill Veterinary Group, The Old Glove Factory, 
                                                           1-2 North Street, Milborne Port                                           250255
Primary School                                     Mrs R. Eyres                                                                        250366
Clerk to Parish Council                         Mr Simon Pritchard, Town Hall                                            251268
District Councillor                                Sarah Dyke                                                                          07979 535542
Registrar                                              Ms S Shire                                                                            435008
Spirit of Milborne Port                          Claire Andrews                                                                    07729 582 669
                                                           Andy Maidment                                                                   07973 987523
Village Hall                                           Booking Clerk: Mr M Lancaster                                            251217
WI Secretary:                                       Mrs Pam Burr                                                                     251757
Police                                                   Non Emergency                                                                   101
                                                           Emergencies                                                                        999
PCSO on duty (Wincanton)                                                                                                             101
Library                                                 The Jolly Book Bus in East Street Car Park                            07396 587767
                                                           Tuesday 9-12.30 and 2-4.30, Friday and Saturday 9-12.30        
Pharmacist                                           Ty and Mansur Lawal, Milborne Port Pharmacy                     250259
Over 65s Tuesday Lunch Club              Maureen Lock                                                                      250433
                                                           Sue Scott                                                                             250333

Milborne Port community website and diary    www.milborneport.org.uk

Parish Council website www.milborneportpc.org.uk

Benefice website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk

To have a copy of this magazine delivered to your house each month,
Please contact Mrs Liz Redman, 4 Higher Kingsbury Close (251145)

Printed by Shelleys the Printers Ltd – 01935 815364
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March 2022 Astronomical Events 
2nd: New Moon. 
18th: Full Moon: a common name for the last full Moon of winter is 
the Worm Moon, as worms are often seen on the surface of the soil at 
this time of the year. Another name is the Crow Moon as crows are 
actively feeding on the worms.  
20th: The Sun crosses the celestial equator marking the Spring 
Equinox. The length of day and night are equal.  
27th: British Summer Time begins (clocks go forward by an hour). 
 
Sunrise and Sunset  
1st: Sunrise 06.52 UT Sunset: 17.52 UT 
31st: Sunrise 06.45 BST Sunset: 19.42 BST 
The first day of March is 11 hours long. The last day of the month is 12 
hours, 57 minutes, so the length of the days gets 01 hours, 57 minutes 
longer during the month. 

Happy Spring Equinox, 
Ganymede 

MAGAZINE DEADLINES 
 

All entries for the April issue of the 
magazine to the editor please by Saturday 
19th March at 12 noon latest. 
 
Distributors on Friday 25th March at 2 p.m. 
 
Editor’s email : 
  magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk   
Linda will acknowledge all email contributions.  If you do not 
receive a reply, or if you are unable to use email, please ring her 
on 01963 33495 
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MARK DEWBERRY
BUILDER

Extensions, Garages,
Patios, Brickwork,

Stonework, Roofing,
General Maintenance

Tel: 07790 155 857

STEPHANIE DAY

Orchard Dene, Wick Road,
Milborne Port, Sherborne. 

DT9 5HN.

Tel. 01963 250005
Mobile: 07976 934252

BB && GG
DDOOWWNN

Tree Surgeons
Commercial & Domestic • Established over 60 years

Full Liability Insurance • Free Estimates
Tree surgery • Pruning • Felling • Hedge trimming

Stump removal • Wood chipping service

COVERING SOMERSET & DORSET

General Building Work
House Maintenance 

Extensions Undertaken

DORSET VINTAGE WEDDING CARS

Tel: 01963 250353 or 01747 850474
www.dorsetvintageweddingcars.com

‘A bespoke flooring service’
CARPETS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - 

NATURALS - CONTRACT FLOORING -
ACCESSORIES

All supplied and fitted
For a free quote call Glen

01963 441276 - Mobile 07855 743796

ABOVE & BEYOND 
ROOFING

Specialist in old properties.
All aspects of roofing covered.
Fascia boards, guttering & sofits.

Stone work & repointing.
35 years experience 
in the building trade.
STEVE SHEPPARD

07836 318933 / 01963 250995

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Carer
Offers quality care support in your own home.     

Home live-in if required.
Excellent references. CRB Checked.

Fully insured. 
Many years experience of working in care.

Call 
07723-999043 0r 01963-251267 

to discuss your requirements. 



33 Sparrow Road, Yeovil BA21 4BT 
Tel: (01935) 479913   Email: clive@ajwakely.com

16 Newland, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3JQ
Tel: (01935) 816817   Email: sherborne@ajwakely.com 

The Old Police Station, Carrington Way, Wincanton, BA9 9JS
Tel: (01963) 31310   Email: wincanton@ajwakely.com

2 Abbey Street, Crewkerne TA18 7LF
Tel: (01460) 74547   Email: crewkerne@ajwakely.com

- 38 -

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

- 39 -



WH&J HENSHAW LTD
Joinery Manufacturers

Makers of high quality purpose
built joinery products

Doors : Windows : Stairs
Conservatories : Foldasides

Box Sashes etc
Softwood / Hardwood

Including all glazing and
ironmongery requirements

Tel: 01963 364123
10 Station Road Business Park

Stalbridge, DT10 2RN
www.henshawjoinery.co.uk

- 40 - - 41 -

Caundlewood Interiors
Carpentry, Joinery 

and Property Maintenance
07531291429    caundlewood@btinternet.com 

Various Bespoke Joinery Items
Made and Fitted

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Foot Health Pracitioner 
& Massage Therapist

Helen Lockey
DipFH MCFHP MAFHP ITEC(Dip)

Private, professional footcare & massage 
in the comfort of your own home

Callus & Corns 
Nail trimming
Lower limb & foot massage

Ingrown toenails

Diabetic footcare
Fungal infections

TO OM E R  
T R E E  SE RV IC E S

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

01963 250088  |  07515 030 611

toomertreeservices@outlook.com

 www.toomertreeservices.com

Tree Surgery

Hedge Cutting

Stump Removal

Fully Insured

Free Quotations

•   Plumbing
•   Painting & decorating
•   Shed erecting & repairs
•   Flat pack furniture
•   Door hanging & skirting

boards

•   Guttering & facia
clearing & replacement

•   Fencing
•   Pointing
•   Shelves & curtain rails

No job too small 
Please call with your requirements
01963 364457  07368 516658
dorsethandyman26@gmail.com
www.jchandymanservices.com

J&C Handyman 
Services
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CHURCH HOUSE   

HALL for HIRE 

 Main hall  (max. 100 people) 
 Ideal for events & private par es 
 Well equipped kitchen 
 Enclosed garden 
 Separate small mee ng room 

www.mpchouse.org.uk 
 

Or call Chris ne on 01963 250821 

01963 204205 
07745 858440 

stalbridgeremovals@hotmail.com 

A family run business 
providing an affordable 

removal service and storage, 
contact us for a free quote 

• Removals 
• Storage 

• Packing Service 
• Man & Van 

Oborne Road, Sherborne, DT9 3RU 

 

www.stalbridgeremovals.co.uk 

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Westree Company est 1975
Tree surgery,  landscaping and timber building manufacturers

Pruning, felling, hedge trimming, stump removal, 

Logs/firewood, planting and tree surveys

All types of Fencing, patios, walls, turfing etc.

Garden Sheds, Field shelters, stables and other timber structures.

Jeremy Pitman, Unit 6 Marsh Lane, Henstridge, BA8 0TG

01963 362615 enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk
www.westreecompany.co.uk
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