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SHERBORNE
GARDEN SERVICES
professional, friendly, reliable

Experienced and well qualified provider of all aspects of
lawn renovation and garden maintenance.

Tel: 07483 274446

Email: enquiries@sherborne-garden-services.co.uk

www.sherborne-garden-services.co.uk

MARK ANDREWS
Property Maintenance

Patios Fencing Renovations
Decorating/Tiling Driveways/Landscaping
M: 07592 523241 T: 01963 250223
E: markandrewspm@gmail.com
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Something Else Fishy
Quality Fish & Chips

Cherie Creighton
Counsellor Accredited BACP
Hypnotherapist LCCH
Meditation and Reiki Healing
Topical Workshops
Promoting Wellbeing
Confidentiality Assured
Mindfulness for Stress reduction

Fish & Chip
and Seafood restaurant

OPEN Thursday, Friday and Saturday
12pm to 2pm and 5pm to 9.30pm

Holistic Centre
215 High Street
Milborne Port

1 High Street • Milborne Port

Tel: 01963 250225

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

TIPPLING PHILOSOPHER
HIGH STREET
MILBORNE PORT
DT9 5AQ
01963250999

Kindredcornerhouse.co.uk
01963 251562 or 07933737081

www.tipplingphilosopher.com

Dave & Di Welcome You To Milborne Port

Tel: 01963 34334
or 07792 192091

MILBORNE PORT
HAIRDRESSER

CRACKMORE
GARAGE
(Jon Creighton - Workshop Manager)

SERVICING
REPAIRS
CAR SALES
M.O.T. TESTING £35
Milborne Port 251221
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Florist - Local Delivery
01963-250332

www.lavenderandgrey.com
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07811 536050
or 250152

01963 251217

Friendly reliable service

Family Butcher

TOP QUALITY LOCAL MEAT

Prime Beef, Lamb, Free-Range Pork,
Free Range Chickens and Ducks
A Large Selection of Home-Cooked Meats and Pies
Quality – Service – Satisfaction

6 High Street, Milborne Port Tel. 01963 250222
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E. Taylor
48 Manor Road, Milborne Port, Sherborne DT9 5BN

Tel: 01963 250829
Mobile: 07967 048707

R J Woodley
Plumbing and Heating

01963 250467
07970 307350
23 South View Road
Milborne Port, Sherborne Dorset DT9 5BS

DAVE THURGOOD
Painter & Decorator
**FREE QUOTES**
07792391368

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acupuncture
Osteopathy
Chiropody / Podiatry
Counselling
Physiotherapy
EMDR Therapy
Manual Lymphatic Drainage
Soft Tissue Therapy,
Sports & Remedial Massage
• Shiatsu
• Swedish Massage
• Hopi Ear Candle Therapy
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www.sherbornedecorator.com

56 London Road,
Milborne Port
Sherborne DT9 5DW
Tel: 01963 251860
*Free Parking*
*Wheelchair Access*

SERENE DREAMS
With Deborah Barsby

INSURANCE
THAT’S ON YOUR
DOORSTEP

Mobile Complementary Therapist
with Beauty in Milborne Port
Treatments include:

Massage, Reflexology,
Aromatherapy, Indian Head
Massage, Chinese Cupping, Waxing
Manicures & Pedicures, Facials,
Eyelash extensions,
Eyelas & Eyebrow tints.

Call our office in Yeovil
on 01935 475 661

55 Ridgeway Sherborne Dorset DT9 6DA
dave.thurgoodstfc@btinternet.com

info@56londonroad.co.uk
www.56londonroad.co.uk

Hours: 9am - 9pm Monday - Friday

Agent of the National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited.
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Phone 07791625289 - 01963251869

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

CATRIONA CLARK
BOOKKEEPING
Catriona Clark MICB PM Dip

3 Henning Way

MILBORNE PORT

Sherborne, Dorset DT9 5HN

01963 250928 / 07975 885905
info@catrionaclarkbookkeeping.com

17935

sales@martindodge.com
07836 708888

Justynas Art

NATURAL ARTIST
Canvas Portraits
The best home to be in
is your own

Perfect Gifts Your designs

Every morning when the third stair creaks, it reminds me of
Margaret. She’d always told me all her life to fix it. I’m just glad I never
did. Because I realise that’s home.Having Home Instead Senior Care
help me around the house means I don’t have to go anywhere.
If, like Stanley, you would like to remain in your own home, we can help.
homeinstead.co.uk/yeovil-bridport or call 01935 577030

PERSONAL CARE | MEMORY CARE | COMPANIONSHIP | MEALS AND NUTRITION

Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently owned and operated. Copyright© Home Instead 2019.
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Facebook - Justyna Art
Justyna.artpage@yahoo.co.uk
Tel: 07849-488518
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Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Happy Easter everyone!
Last year I was unable to greet people in church
on Easter Sunday with the words “Alleluia!
Christ is risen!” This year I am sincerely hoping
that we can meet together to worship and celebrate Easter in our
beautiful buildings, even though the guidance remains that we cannot
sing our wonderful Easter hymns. It will be lovely to say Alleluia in
church on Easter morning.
The word “Alleluia” (sometimes written “Hallelujah”) is rooted in a
Hebrew expression that means “praise the Lord” (praise Jahweh). It is
frequently found in the Psalms in the Bible and has always been
associated with joy and exultation. It is and always has been an
expression of praise, glorifying God for his goodness. It is meant to be
shouted and sung at the top of your voice. So, for example, many of us
have wanted to shout alleluia at the fast roll out of the vaccine in this
country; and the news that Christ is risen on Easter Day and that death
is conquered is greeted with the words, Alleluia! Praise God! Thank
God!
The Church has the custom of not speaking or singing the word
“Alleluia” during Lent. It’s a bit like giving up chocolate for Lent and
then have the pleasure of chocolate Easter Eggs on Easter Day. Various
traditions arose in the middle ages to “bury” the Alleluia before the
beginning of Lent. It was a way to put the Alleluia into the “tomb,” only
to discover it again at Easter when the stone is removed and the Alleluia
is “resurrected.”
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I remember having fun with Sunday
School some years back, letting the
children bury a written ‘alleluia’ in the
churchyard on the first Sunday in Lent
and getting them to dig it up on Easter
Sunday.

It has been a long year. We have passed the anniversary of the first
lockdown and it feels to me that the alleluia has been buried for far too
long. We need that stone to roll away so that we can shout Alleluia and
thank God for his goodness to us and to grab hold of that new life he
promises us.
We plan to hold Easter services in our churches, following the current
guidelines for public worship. See page 22 for times. You are more than
welcome to join us. Don’t forget your face covering! And even if we
can’t shout or sing the alleluia, we will find a way of making it loudly
heard.
Rev Sarah

The Parish registers
There were no Baptisms, Marriages or Funerals in
St John’s Church during March.
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Results of the March Draw
1st Prize £30 (No.4) Anonymous
2nd Prize £20 Mrs M Barker
Mrs A Bawtree
3rd Prize £10

S John’s
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Joh
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John’
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Sponsor a Date
Please can you help us look after our beautiful
church building ? Choose a date or dates,
e.g. birthday, anniversary or special day, as
many as you like! For each date, pledge to pay
£25 towards the upkeep of the Church on that
day.
Each month we will display the special days,
thank God for that memory and for your
generosity in helping us keep our lovely Church
open. Grateful thanks!
Please contact Jacquie Hall, Churchwarden
01963 250328
07740862823
jacquie.hall@me.com
Congratulations to Alan Stansfield, who took this month’s cover
photo on a muddy day at The Gallops.
Your photographs of scenes in and around the village are always
welcome and will be considered for future covers. Please send highres images to magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk

- 12 -

- 13 -

Walk for Phoebe
We are holding a "Walk for Phoebe"
event on Saturday 17th April in
memory of our daughter Phoebe
Smith, who passed away aged 17
months on the 20th September 2020.
As some of you know, Phoebe was
diagnosed with a rare genetic condition
called Krabbe disease in March 2020,
just before the first national lockdown
was announced. We loved going for
walks around the village with Phoebe
last spring and summer, our highlights
were always to see the donkeys,
sometimes play 'pooh sticks' by the
river as well as seeing her favourite pony Pickles!
We are setting this event up to remember her on what would have been
her 2nd birthday. It would be fantastic if as many of you could join in,
just to go for a walk at any time during the day within your family or
support bubbles, as a way of commemorating her 2nd birthday and
raising awareness of Krabbe disease.
Since Phoebe passed away, we have been raising money to support
Children's Hospice South West who were incredible to us and continue
to support families in such difficult situations. If you would like to
support such a worthy cause, our just giving page
is: www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/phoebesjourneykrabbedisease
We look forward to seeing as many people as possible out around the
village on Saturday 17th April. Thankyou!
Dan and Lotty Smith
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News from the Parish Council
Town Hall Clock

We reported last month that we were
hoping to see the restored clock
mechanism and face reinstalled by the end
of March, but we were very happy to see
everything in place and working again on
9th March! And very lovely it looks too! I
wish that I could say the same for the
weather!
Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting will take place
on Thursday 1st April at 7.00 p.m. This year, no matter what the
Covid restrictions are in April, it will be taking place on Zoom. The
Parish Meeting is a meeting of the Parishioners; it is not a meeting of
the Parish Council. However, it is Chaired by the Chairman of the
Parish Council and organised by the Parish Clerk. All local groups will
be invited to attend and submit a report; there will also be a general
forum at the end for exchanging of ideas and comments.
The Zoom Meeting ID: 889 1799 3444 & Passcode: 245619 - see the
Parish Council website for the agenda:
www.milborneportpc.org.uk
Nathalie Hetherington, Deputy Parish Clerk
Milborne Port Parish Council
Find us on Facebook!
Search: Milborne Port Community Council
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Commonalty Charity Lands
The charity has a housing stock and at times we have properties
which become available for letting. For more information, please
contact the secretary, Helen Pinkawa, on 01963 250892.

Defibrillators for the Village
Thank you so much for your wonderful
generosity in response to last month’s article!
We now not only have enough for two
defibrillators, but a very strong possibility of a
third. Our aim is to have one in the Town Hall
area, another by the Village Hall and Sports
Field and the third in the Gainsborough area.
We have been overwhelmed by the support we
have received, thank you all.
We do however have to have a contingency fund for maintenance etc;
and also need volunteers to maintain the defibrillators, a very easy job,
which would involve cleaning the casing, checking the battery, report
back online to the South Western Ambulance Service, which takes
about 15 -20 minutes once a month.

Milborne Port Primary
School
Wildflower Meadow
We are pleased to report that the first
steps in creating our wildflower meadow
have been taken. On a sunny Tuesday in
March, the wonderful volunteers from Somerset EuCAN began the task
of cutting our grass paths and preparing areas for seeding and
grassland enhancement.
Some of the children in Year 4 were involved in the design of the
meadow, so in addition to a mown grass path around the edge of the
field, the children decided on a learning area in the shape of a bee. As
Alice explains: “The bee represents our school because we learn by
following the 7 Bees” (see the school website for more information on
our aims and values).
With the exception of the paths and
learning area, the grassland willl
not be cut until late summer. Thiss
will allow the plants to flower and
d
insects to thrive. Similarly, wee
will use a method of ‘cut and
d
collect’ where the cut grass is
removed. This helps to maintain soil fertility and keep the coarser
grasses down, which again enables the wildflowers to flourish.

You can of course still donate by contacting us on
mportwi@gmail.com or by calling me on 07480 143678.
Lyn Harrison
President, Milborne Port WI

This is a long-term project, so if you would like to be involved, then
please contact the school.
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Mrs Blake

Dan runs the London Marathon 2021 for
Phoebe and CHSW

Good Friday April 2nd 3-4pm

An event for children outside Milborne
borne
Port Church
Come and visit the Easter
Garden.
Follow the Easter trail, to find
your Easter Egg and sticker
Come and make an Easter Garden
n

Hi everyone,
I am Phoebe Smith's daddy and am running
the London Marathon 2021 on Sunday 3rd
October to raise money for Children's Hospice
South West (CHSW) and raise awareness of
Krabbe disease. We as a family were supported by
CHSW including home visits and respite stays at
Charlton Farm Hospice during the last 6 months of Phoebe's life and
she passed away peacefully there aged 17 months after a 2 week stay.
We have started giving back to the Hospice and so I am honoured to
have the opportunity in Phoebe's memory to raise vital funds for this
amazing charity.
Any donations would be greatly appreciated, or even if you were just to
share our story, that would be great as well. Our just giving page
is: www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/phoebesjourneykrabbedisease

4Family delivers a family support programme offering help to
struggling families so that they can regain control over their own lives
and feel empowered and equipped to move forward.
We offer the support of a Family Link Workers who are the families’
voice amongst the agencies, but also, each family is offered a
Volunteer Mentor who plays a crucial role.
Be part of a fantastic family mentoring programme which carefully
matches mentors with a family living within South Somerset. For
more information about becoming a Y4F mentor contact
Andrew:
Email: andrew.dunningham@yeovil4family.org.uk
Tel: 07970 952653
Website: www.yeovilcommunitychurch.co.uk/yeovil-4-family/
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Milborne Port Health Walks
We are pleased to announce that Milborne Port
Heath Walks will start again on Monday 29th
March, 10.00 a.m. at East Street Car Park. Social
distancing will be observed with groups of six. I
am sure our regular walkers will be pleased to
have company again while exercising, and of
course new walkers are always welcome.
For additional information contact Sally at Milborne Port Surgery,
01963 250334
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Calling All Local Artists
Art Show at Village Hall
July 9th and 10th 2021
In aid of

YEOVIL HOSPITAL
BREAST UNIT CHARITY
Do you paint? Would you like to exhibit? Book your place!
Ring Pam Dodge on 01963 251628
Email: pumapam12@gmail.com

Milborne Port
Climate and
Nature Action
Milborne Port Climate
and Nature Action &
EuCAN
volunteers joined
E
forces and spent a great day
force
on East Hill beginning to open up the grassland
habitat for the uncommon butterflies and
plants which live there, with the agreement of
the landowner. We hope wildlife and walkers alike will enjoy the
benefits!
The Solar Streets Scheme is coming to Milborne Port! See the next
page for detail of the scheme and how to register for the launch
presentation on 15th April
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(including the Principal Service Readings)

Any of these details may be subject to change. We are
complying with government and C of E guidelines for all our
services. Please do not attend if you have any Covid-19
symptoms. Please remember to bring a face covering
with you.
Thursday 1st April: Maundy Thursday
7.00 p.m.
Benefice Holy Communion Charlton Horethorne
Friday 2nd April: Good Friday
10.30 a.m. Good Friday Service of Readings and Music
Milborne Port
3 - 4.00 p.m. Children’s Easter Egg Trail
Milborne Port
Saturday 3rdApril: Holy Saturday
7.00 p.m. Easter Simnel Cake and Fizz
Milborne Wick
Followed by the Lighting of the Easter Candle
Sunday 4th April Easter Sunday
Acts 10.34-43/John 20. 1-18
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion

Goathill
Milborne Port
Charlton Horethorne

For the Easter Sunday Service at 10.30 a.m.
It is unlikely that the rules will change by Sunday, so we will not be
allowed to sing. Please bring something you can safely
make a noise with, to welcome the resurrection i.e.
saucepan lids, bells, tambourines, drums - but no whistles!
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For
or Apr
Ap
April
Apri
Wednesday 7th
10.30 a.m.
Mid-week Communion

Milborne Port

Sunday 11th April – Easter 2
Acts 2.32-45/ John 20.19-end
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
6.00 p.m.
Evensong

Milborne Port
Charlton Horethorne

Wednesday 14th
10.30 a.m.
Mid-week Communion

Milborne Port

Sunday 18th April -Easter 3
Acts 3.12-19/Luke26.34-48
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
6.00 p.m.
Holy Communion & APCM

Milborne Port
Charlton Horethorne

Wednesday 21st
10.30 a.m.
Mid-week Communion

Milborne Port

Sunday 25th April – Easter 4
Acts 4.5-12/ John 10-11-18
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion & APCM
6.00 p.m.
Evensong & AGM

Milborne Wick
Milborne Port
Goathill

Sunday May 2nd -Easter 5
Acts 8.2-end/John 15.1-8
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
6.00 p.m.
Evensong

Charlton Horethorne
Milborne Port
Stowell
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Milborne Port Gardening Club

Christian Aid Week
10-16th

Christian Aid Week is
May
(Monday to Sunday). This year the
focus is on climate change and on
Kenya where efforts continue to
mitigate the effects of extreme
weather, from severe drought to
flooding.
The main website,
christianaid.org.uk, has all the details
of their activities and fund-raising with
the week itself being under ‘Appeals’.
The Milborne Port Committee has
decided not to hold a house-to-house
collection this year and instead will put
envelopes at the back of St John’s Church where you can collect one.
Please hand your gift to Anne Salkeld, Felicity John, Margaret Curtis
or Clare Silk or put it through the door of The Vicarage. Alternatively,
you can give to Christian Aid online or by telephone and details can be
found on the website. Please be generous – the pandemic has adversely
impacted all charities by curtailing fund-raising efforts, yet the need for
funds has not diminished.

If you would like to be more closely involved then, associated with the
week itself, there will be an online quiz that you could take part in. It
will be at 7.00 p.m. on Saturday 8 May (caweek.org/quiztianaid). You
could also take the 100,000 steps challenge during May (it is just under
10,000 steps a day), an excellent way to get fitter and raise vital funds
(caweek.org/steps) and there are other suggestions for activities you can
do.
David Johnson
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The Gardening Club is looking forward to the proposed easing of
lockdown. However, we have not been idle in our own gardens and
some of us with maintaining the Ball Court and Grove Garden. We
were also able to see each other a few weeks ago (socially distanced of
course) at Castle Gardens where we were given a dedicated evening
shopping with 25% discount on all our purchases. Those of us who
were free to attend are now well equipped for the major growing
season. We are hoping that we may be able to visit a few beautiful
gardens later in the summer and to resume our autumn and winter
programme of talks and meetings in September.
We are also hoping that our Annual Plant Sale, held
on the forecourt in front of the Town Hall and Else’s
Fish Restaurant, will take place on the proposed date of
May 22nd. Look out for more information in the May
magazine issue. In the meantime, during April we will
have a small table of spring cottage garden favourites
such as forget-me-nots, honesty, foxgloves, pot
marigolds etc. and a few herbs for sale at the Saturday
market which is held between 10.00 a.m. and 12.00 noon in the car
park on the A30 in the village centre.

Milborne Port in Bloom
After the vandalism the bus shelter received
before Christmas , I am pleased to report we
have been able to replace the planters. Our
thanks go to the Spirit of Milborne for their
very kind offer to donate the money for this.
The outside has been painted and the graffiti
gone - it's looking good for the Spring .
Karen Gough
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Milborne Port Weather Station Report
For February
A very mixed month of weather, very cold first half followed by warmer
wetter weather during the second half, however very sunny at the end
of February. Mean temperature for the month was about average at 5.8
C, maximum of 14.1C on the 24th and a minimum of -3.8 C on the 11th.
There were 9 Air Frosts in total.
Rainfall was about average with a total of 59.2mm.
Wettest day being the 14th with 12mm recorded. A
Hail storm was noted on the 18th.
Maximum wind speed recorded was 34mph on the 23rd with an
average speed throughout the month was 5.8mph
Sunny weather at the end of the month brought out the butterflies with
a Brimstone seen on the 26th.
Alan Whitewick
www.milborneportweather.co.uk

What to Watch for in the April Night Sky
The date of Easter explained!
Unlike Christmas, Easter is a movable feast. This year Easter Sunday
falls roughly in the middle of a range of possible dates that stretch from
the 22nd of March to the 25th of April. Easter Sunday is the first Sunday
after the full Moon that occurs on or after the spring equinox. If the full
Moon falls on a Sunday then Easter is the next Sunday. This year the
full Moon after the Solstice fell on the 28th of March, and the following
Sunday is the 4th of April.
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April 2021 Astronomical Events
12th: New Moon. Earthshine is a dull glow that lights up the unlit part
of the Moon because the Sunlight reflects off the Earth's surface and
back onto the Moon. It is also called Da Vinci
glow, after Leonardo da Vinci, who solved the
astronomical phenomenon in the 16th century.
The best time to see Earthshine is the few days
before and after a new Moon, just after sunset
or just before sunrise. Scientists have noticed
that with global warming earthshine is more
intense in April and May each year.
23rd: Lyrid Meteor Shower: Between the 16th and 25th of April the
Lyrids will be active and usually peak around the 23rd. The Lyrids is one
of the oldest recorded meteor showers with records going back over
2,500 years. Unfortunately, the Lyrids is not only one of the weakest
annual meteor showers; it is also the most unpredictable.
27th: Full Moon and its a supermoon. In many cultures, April’s
full Moon is traditionally known as the Pink Moon and this year it is
also a supermoon. The distance between the Earth and the Moon varies
because the Earth is not at the centre of the Moon’s orbit and the orbit
is elliptical rather than circular. A supermoon occurs when the Moon
is full and at its closest point to our planet. The Moon appears up to
14% larger and 30% brighter than when the Moon is at its furthest
distance from the Earth. There are normally only three or four
supermoons a year, this year there will be four supermoons.
Sunrise and Sunset
1st: Sunrise 6.43 am Sunset: 7.42 pm
31st: Sunrise 5.43 am Sunset: 8.30 pm
The first day of April is 12 hours, 59 minutes long. The last day of the
month is 14 hours, 47 minutes, so the length of the days gets 1 hour, 48
minutes longer during the month.
Good Viewing !
Ganymede
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Friends of Milborne Port Library
Hello Everyone,
I shall be contributing for the library following Jill Spring’s
departure. I would like to give my personal thanks to Jill who will be
a hard act to follow. Her contribution to us in many ways has been
invaluable. I wish her well in her new home.
4th March was World Book Day. Lots of children enjoyed the day
dressing up and the aim was to give every child a book. Do you
remember having bedtime stories read to you and how the memory has
stayed with you and then the joy of being able to read yourself ? The
internet now provides a vast supply of knowledge but there is
something different having a real book in your hand.
Storytime continues on Facebook (until
we can once again meet in person) is run
by Roz Barrett who is doing an excellent
job and a number of children are reaping
the benefit. Search on Facebook under
Milborne Port Community Library.
It is easy to have fun when
you have a library card

Our Jolly Book Bus re-opened on
Tuesday 9th March for returns and
order and collect service, following all the Covid requirements as
previously mentioned.
Our current opening times are listed on page 35 (Village Contacts)
Watch this page for further details as restrictions are lifted and “life
returns to normal”
Mary Clothier
marydmc38@gmail.com
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Milborne Port History
& Heritage Group
Do you have any pre-2016 Milborne Port
Magazines?
The History Group have realised that there is a
large source of valuable and interesting material in the past magazines,
and we would like to have a record of such items. It would be a
fascinating glimpse into the village’s social history. So if you have any
pre-2016 magazines that you would either be prepared to donate or let
us borrow, so that we could copy any interesting articles and keep them
in the Museum for future generations to look at, we would be very
grateful .
Memories of the Lockdowns and Pandemic
Last month we appealed for your memories
and we had just one response.
So we really would like to gather together some
of your memories, both good and bad. Perhaps
how you have coped, kindnesses shown by your
friends and neighbours and how the village has
kept going throughout the past year. How your
daily life has been affected by the restrictions
and the things that you have missed; new interests and hobbies that
you may have developed; maybe things that you may have noticed for
the first time around the village while you take your daily exercise.
An amusing poem or piece of prose would be lovely to have, so please
write something down, these are exceptional times and should be
recorded in some way.
If you can help with either of the above, please either contact us on
mphhgroup@gmail.com or lesmik71@gmail.com
or alternatively call 07480 143678. We would love to hear from you.
Lesley Wray
29
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R E M E M B E R I N G. . .
Naomi Thorp’s research and commemoration of the Milborne Port
servicemen who fell in the First World War was much appreciated.
We have decided to commemorate each of the 19 Milborne Port men
who died in service during the Second World War, on the 80th
anniversary of his death. This is therefore an occasional series,
reflecting the wartime losses in real time but 80 years on. Our thanks
to Naomi for her work on this.
Ernest Tompkins died April 1941
Ernest Tompkins was a Sapper with 115th Road Construction Company,
Royal Engineers, when he was killed, aged 28 years, whilst trying to
dismantle an enemy incendiary bomb which was embedded in his step
brother's house. Sapper Tompkins is buried in Morden Cemetery,
Surrey. He was born in Sherborne and, prior to joining the Royal
Engineers, lived in Newtown, Milborne Port.

Richard Duckworth’s Local History
Major Fires in Milborne Port in the 19th and 20th centuries
Richard wrote last Autumn about the Milborne Port Fire Brigade.
Here are some of the major challenges they faced before modern firefighting equipment was developed.
The old Fire Engine was a very simple affair in early days, and didn't
carry any water like the engines of today!. If water was needed it had to
be pumped from the nearest water source, perhaps a river, and then
pumped by hand by the firemen: a very hard job indeed to do,
especially if it was required to pump it up hill!
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Fire at the George Coombs Bakery, 1850
This report of the fire at the Coombs Bakery in the High Street
interested me, as it happened to my Great Grand Father George
Coombs,(Tom's and George's father; , George Junior would later move
move, and have the Bakery in Sherborne). The fire would have
happened in the part of the property, that Gary and Barb (Taylor's
Electrical) would have as Store Room!
The fire happened the 16th March 1850, which was a Saturday
afternoon, and the old Sherborne Journal of the 21st March reported,
On the afternoon of Sat last, a fire broke out in the thatched bakehouse
of Mr Coombs, Baker and Confectioner in the town, but we are pleased
to say that through the prompt turnout by the parish pump, and with
the wind being favourable, the fire was confined to the thatch, in
which it had started. The greater part of the flour was saved, or
moved.
1905: A Bad Year for Fires
The year of 1905 was a very bad year for fires in the village, with the
catching on fire of a number of cottages in both Gainsborough, and
Newtown, and a number of cottages being destroyed.
It was in the
February of 1905 that the Gainsborough fire started, and the alarm
being given at 7 a.m., a man got up on to the thatch to try to put the fire
out, but had to give in when the fire really took hold. A Mr MacWood
Jackson cycled into Sherborne to get the help of the Sherborne Fire
Brigade, which arrived after about an hour. By the time they had
arrived the fire had done its worst, with the loss of five dwellings and
the Butchers Shop of Mr Jackson.
During the fire it is said that two sick ladies were taken from the
buildings wrapped in blankets, to the safety of other houses. One of the
ladies had given birth to a little girl called Ruby, who became Sadie
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Coney's (nee Jackson's) auntie! Ruby lived a total of over 102 years, and
only passed away a few years ago. Ruby Jackson as she was then, went
to the local Primary School when it was opened first in 1912, in the first
intake from the School’s previous location, at the old Congregational
School !
This fire rendered Mr Jackson and his Butchers shop homeless, and a
new site had to be found. This was found by the Medlycotts, who
opened up a corner of the Town Hall to Mr Jackson to move into, with
one of the south arches being opened up, and iron grilles fitted, and
gates also being fitted to make it secure. It is very easy to date some old
Post Cards if you can see the Jackson's sign on them as they were there
from later in 1905 till about 1908,when they moved into where Wayne
Pullen is now, owned by the Commonalty Charity.
The cottages that caught fire were part of a block of 16, built in the 16th
century it is said. The cottages that survived the fire were pulled down
in 1936, and the house called Semmering built on part of the site in
1938.It is said that the house was built in part from stone from the old
cottages. During the demolition old coins were found dating from the
reign of Charles II, (1660-1685); they were found under the floor
boards, and in the walls. It is said the two deep wells were filled in with
the debris.
Newtown Fire 1905
The fire at Newtown started a few months later in the July of 1905, and
started on a Monday evening, and a block of four cottages were
completely burnt out, but thankfully no one was injured. It was said
that a globe-less oil light was placed near a window, and the wind blew
the curtains onto to the lamp. Helpers got onto near by roofs with long
poles to try to knock the thatch off, but soon had to give up. A Mr Stroud
cycled into Sherborne to call for help of the Sherborne Fire Brigade,
who arrived at about 12 o'clock, many hours after it started.
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Fire and Looting at Thrings
Later in the year, December of 1905, there was a fire further up the
road, the last house and shop in High Street, at a Mr James Thring's.
The report goes on to say that a fire started at half past five in the
morning, and credit must be given to the inhabitants who turned out
to help, and they helped to get most of the stock out of the shop, but
the household goods and many other items were lost, not to the fire!,
but it is reported that they fell prey, and were lost to a devouring
element of people! Sad to think that people would sink that low, at
a time like that! Also lost during the fire it is said was a hundredweight
of cheese.
There were many more fires over the years, too many to mention, but
around the later part of 1905 it was decided the village needed to form
a new Fire Brigade! (not before time) .
There are a few gaps in the village that were most likely caused by a
fire, and the area of Victoria Terrace in Newtown is one. The
Remembrance Garden is another, as the very early maps show no gaps,
where there are now!, and if
you look at the end of each
house, (Taylor's Electrical
being one) when you are in
the
entrance
to
the
Remembrance Garden, you
can see that each house has
a couple of buttresses, at
each end of the houses: a
sure sign that there had
been a fire!.
Richard Duckworth
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MILBORNE PORT CONTACTS

Lending with Heart and Mind
South Somerset District Council fund a not-for-profit loan scheme
for homeowners and landlords*.
We understand the expense of maintaining your home, and we work
with you to take the stress out of funding repairs, improvements or
adaptations.
We see you as an individual, not a credit score. Our knowledgeable
team of advisers will guide you through the process of applying for
a home improvement loan. For a no-obligation assessment or more
information, visit www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099
*subject to eligibility

PARISH CHURCH: ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
Staff
Vicar
Reader
Churchwardens

Revd Sarah Godfrey
Mrs Pat Elliott
Mrs Jacquie Hall
Mrs Nicki Edwards

250248
250353
250328
251505

Organist
Vergers
Magazine Editor
Magazine Advertising
& Magazine Treasurer
Parish Secretary
Tower Captain & Sec:
PCC Secretary
Church Treasurer
& Stewardship Recorder
Church House Treasurer
Parish Church of St Peter, Goathill:
Milborne Wick Church:
Church House Bookings:

Mrs Rachel Willetts
Mr & Mrs Ronnie Goodman
Mrs Linda Mumford
Mr Robin Bawtree

01935 813958
250964
33495
251359

admin@milborneportchurches.org.uk
Mr & Mrs David Wales
Mrs Susan Wales
Mr Robert Hall

250326
250660
250660
250328

Mr Ben Grundy
Church Warden: Mrs Trudy West
Prowarden: John Sprake
www.mpchouse.org.uk or Christine Porter

01747 854873
01935 815342
250243
250821

Other Useful Church contacts

OTHER LOCAL CHURCHES

MAGAZINE DEADLINES

Roman Catholic Church (Wincanton) Father Louis Beasley-Suffolk
ReBorne Community Church
Minister Adrian Bright

34408
07975 755032

OTHER INFORMATION

All entries for the May 2021 issue of the
magazine to the editor please by Saturday
24th April at 12 noon latest.
Distributors on Friday 30th April at 2 p.m.
Editor’s email:
magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk
Linda will acknowledge all email contributions. If you do not
receive a reply, or if you are unable to use email, please ring her
on 01963 33495

Doctors
Vet

Drs Beattie, Bulley, Wyer, Smith, Esteves and French
Southhill Veterinary Group, The Old Glove Factory,
1-2 North Street, Milborne Port
Mrs R. Eyres
Mr Simon Pritchard, Town Hall
Sarah Dyke
Ms S Shire
Claire Andrews
Andy Maidment
Booking Clerk: Mr M Lancaster
Mrs Pam Burr
Non Emergency
Emergencies

Primary School
Clerk to Parish Council
District Councillor
Registrar
Spirit of Milborne Port
Village Hall
WI Secretary:
Police
PCSO on duty (Wincanton)
Library
Pharmacist
Over 65s Tuesday Lunch Club

The Jolly Book Bus in East Street Car Park
Tuesday 9-11, Friday 10-12, Saturday 10-12
Ty and Mansur Lawal, Milborne Port Pharmacy
Maureen Lock
Sue Scott

Milborne Port community website and diary

www.milborneport.org.uk

Parish Council website www.milborneportpc.org.uk

Benefice website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk
To have a copy of this magazine delivered to your house each month,
Please contact Mrs Liz Redman, 4 Higher Kingsbury Close (251145)
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Printed by Shelleys the Printers Ltd – 01935 815364
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250334
250255
250366
251268
07979 535542
435008
07729 582 669
07973 987523
251217
251757
101
999
101
07396 587767
250259
250433
250333
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The Hollies Residential & Dementia
Care Home in Castle Cary offer day
care, respite care, and long term care.
Now have beds available. Please call
01963350709 for further information.

MARK DEWBERRY
BUILDER

Carer

Extensions, Garages,
Patios, Brickwork,
Stonework, Roofing,
General Maintenance

Offers quality care support in your own home.
Home live-in if required.
Excellent references. CRB Checked.
Fully insured.
Many years experience of working in care.

House Maintenance
Extensions Undertaken

Call

Tel: 01963 250353 or 01747 850474
www.dorsetvintageweddingcars.com

to discuss your requirements.

G DOWN
&
B Tree Surgeons

MARTIN WHITE

RHS DIPLOMA CERTIFIED

Tel: 01963 250355
or 07419 585547
Email: martinwhite44@aol.com

General Building Work

07723-999043 0r 01963-251267

Tel: 07790 155 857

Garden Planning
& Maintenance

DORSET VINTAGE WEDDING CARS

STEPHANIE DAY

Commercial & Domestic • Established over 60 years
Full Liability Insurance • Free Estimates
Tree surgery • Pruning • Felling • Hedge trimming
Stump removal • Wood chipping service
COVERING SOMERSET & DORSET

Tel. 01963 250005
Mobile: 07976 934252

Orchard Dene, Wick Road,
Milborne Port, Sherborne.
DT9 5HN.
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ABOVE & BEYOND
ROOFING

Specialist in old properties.
All aspects of roofing covered.
Fascia boards, guttering & sofits.
Stone work & repointing.

‘A bespoke flooring service’

CARPETS - VINYLS - LAMINATES NATURALS - CONTRACT FLOORING ACCESSORIES

35 years experience
in the building trade.

All supplied and fitted

For a free quote call Glen
01963 441276 - Mobile 07855 743796

STEVE SHEPPARD
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07836 318933 / 01963 250995
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33 Sparrow Road, Yeovil BA21 4BT
Tel: (01935) 479913 Email: clive@ajwakely.com

16 Newland, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3JQ
Tel: (01935) 816817 Email: sherborne@ajwakely.com

The Old Police Station, Carrington Way, Wincanton, BA9 9JS
Tel: (01963) 31310 Email: wincanton@ajwakely.com
2 Abbey Street, Crewkerne TA18 7LF
Tel: (01460) 74547 Email: crewkerne@ajwakely.com

Southhill Vets
Southhill Vets
Surgery times by Appointment
Monday
9am to 6pm
Tuesday
8.30am to 6pm
Wednesday
9am to 4pm
Thursday
8.30am to 6pm
Friday
9am to 6pm
Saturday
11.30am to 12.30pm
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Southhill Vets Tel: 01963 33226
also at Balsam Fields, Wincanton;
6 Station Road, Templecome; Manor Road, Mere
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WH&J HENSHAW LTD

TO OMER

Joinery Manufacturers

T R E E S E RV I C E S
Makers of high quality purpose
built joinery products
Doors : Windows : Stairs
Conservatories : Foldasides
Box Sashes etc
Softwood / Hardwood

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Caundlewood Interiors
Carpentry, Joinery
and Property Maintenance

07531291429

Including all glazing and
ironmongery requirements

joe@caundlewood.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS
01963 250088 | 07515 030 611

Tel: 01963 364123
10 Station Road Business Park
Stalbridge, DT10 2RN
www.henshawjoinery.co.uk

Tree Surgery
Hedge Cutting
Stump Removal
Fully Insured
Free Quotations

www.toomertreeservices.com
toomertreeservices@outlook.com

Various Bespoke Joinery Items
Made and Fitted

Helen Lockey

DipFH MCFHP MAFHP ITEC(Dip)

Foot Health Pracitioner
& Massage Therapist

New Kitchens - Granite Worksurfaces

Kitchen Refurbishments - Replacement Doors

Adam Porter

Private, professional footcare & massage
in the comfort of your own home

Northover, Ilchester,
Somerset, BA22 8LD

01935 849559

Ingrown toenails
Diabetic footcare
Fungal infections

07766 002074

sales@apkitchens.co.uk
www.apkitchens.co.uk
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Callus & Corns
Nail trimming
Lower limb & foot massage

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Westree Company est 1975

Tree surgery, landscaping and timber building manufacturers
Pruning, felling, hedge trimming, stump removal,
Logs/firewood, planting and tree surveys
All types of Fencing, patios, walls, turfing etc.

Garden Sheds, Field shelters, stables and other timber structures.
Jeremy Pitman, Unit 6 Marsh Lane, Henstridge, BA8 0TG

01963 362615 enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk
www.westreecompany.co.uk

CHURCH HOUSE
HALL for HIRE






•
•

Main hall (max. 100 people)
Ideal for events & private par es
Well equipped kitchen
Enclosed garden
Separate small mee ng room

•
•

Packing Service
Man & Van

www.stalbridgeremovals.co.uk
01963 204205
07745 858440

www.mpchouse.org.uk

A family run business
providing an affordable
removal service and storage,
contact us for a free quote
stalbridgeremovals@hotmail.com

Or call Chris ne on 01963 250821
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Removals
Storage

Oborne Road, Sherborne, DT9 3RU
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