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Milborne Port Computers
Computer Sales & Repairs ... PC & MAC
• Sherborne • Middlemarsh • Sturminster • Hazelbury Bryan •
• Shaftesbury • Gillingham • Wincanton • Castle Cary •
ü Small Business Support

ü Wi-Fi Boosting

ü New PCs & Laptops

ü Wireless Networks

ü Laptop Repairs

ü Broadband Setup

ü PC Upgrades

ü Disaster Recovery

ü Virus Removal

ü IPhone & iPad Setup

The Weighbridge • High Street • Milborne Port • DT9 5DG

01963 250788
www.mpfix.co.uk
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Dyer’s Plumbing
& Heating Ltd
dyersplumbingandheatingltd@outlook.com
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MARK ANDREWS
Property Maintenance

Patios Fencing Renovations
Decorating/Tiling Driveways/Landscaping
M: 07592 523241 T: 01963 250223
E: markandrewspm@gmail.com
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Something Else Fishy
Quality Fish & Chips

Cherie Creighton
Counsellor Accredited BACP
Hypnotherapist LCCH
Meditation and Reiki Healing
Topical Workshops
Promoting Wellbeing
Confidentiality Assured
Mindfulness for Stress reduction

Fish & Chip
and Seafood restaurant

OPEN Thursday, Friday and Saturday
12pm to 2pm and 5pm to 9.30pm

Holistic Centre
215 High Street
Milborne Port

1 High Street • Milborne Port

Tel: 01963 250225
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TIPPLING PHILOSOPHER
HIGH STREET
MILBORNE PORT
DT9 5AQ
01963250999

Kindredcornerhouse.co.uk
01963 251562 or 07933737081

www.tipplingphilosopher.com

Dave & Di Welcome You To Milborne Port

Tel: 01963 34334
or 07792 192091

MILBORNE PORT
HAIRDRESSER

CRACKMORE
GARAGE
(Jon Creighton - Workshop Manager)

SERVICING
REPAIRS
CAR SALES
M.O.T. TESTING £35
Milborne Port 251221
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CAFE PINEAPPLE
Reopening Saturday 18th April 2020

(subject to Government guidelines re: COVID 19 Virus)

As a Community Café we will also be
offering a friendly neighbourhood
support service in Milborne Port for at
risk villagers who need help with
medicine & grocery deliveries.

- WEDDINGS - PRIVATE PARTIES - CORPORATE CATERING - EVENT MOBILE BARS - HOG ROASTS - FUNERALS - OFFICE BUFFETS

For help or simply to chat please
call 01963 250726 (from 18/4)

www.clairescatering.org.uk clairescateringltd@gmail.com
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07811 536050
or 250152

01963 251217

Friendly reliable service

Family Butcher

TOP QUALITY LOCAL MEAT

Prime Beef, Lamb, Free-Range Pork,
Free Range Chickens and Ducks
A Large Selection of Home-Cooked Meats and Pies
Quality – Service – Satisfaction

6 High Street, Milborne Port Tel. 01963 250222
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E. Taylor
48 Manor Road, Milborne Port, Sherborne DT9 5BN

Tel: 01963 250829
Mobile: 07967 048707

R J Woodley
Plumbing and Heating

01963 250467
07970 307350
23 South View Road
Milborne Port, Sherborne Dorset DT9 5BS

DAVE THURGOOD
Painter & Decorator
**FREE QUOTES**
07792391368

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acupuncture
Osteopathy
Chiropody / Podiatry
Counselling
Physiotherapy
EMDR Therapy
Manual Lymphatic Drainage
Soft Tissue Therapy,
Sports & Remedial Massage
• Shiatsu
• Swedish Massage
• Hopi Ear Candle Therapy
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www.sherbornedecorator.com

56 London Road,
Milborne Port
Sherborne DT9 5DW
Tel: 01963 251860
*Free Parking*
*Wheelchair Access*

SERENE DREAMS
With Deborah Barsby

INSURANCE
THAT’S ON YOUR
DOORSTEP

Mobile Complementary Therapist
with Beauty in Milborne Port
Treatments include:

Massage, Reflexology,
Aromatherapy, Indian Head
Massage, Chinese Cupping, Waxing
Manicures & Pedicures, Facials,
Eyelash extensions,
Eyelas & Eyebrow tints.

Call our office in Yeovil
on 01935 475 661

55 Ridgeway Sherborne Dorset DT9 6DA
dave.thurgoodstfc@btinternet.com

info@56londonroad.co.uk
www.56londonroad.co.uk

Hours: 9am - 9pm Monday - Friday

Agent of the National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited.
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Phone 07791625289 - 01963251869
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CATRIONA CLARK
BOOKKEEPING
Catriona Clark MICB PM Dip

3 Henning Way

MILBORNE PORT

Sherborne, Dorset DT9 5HN

01963 250928 / 07975 885905
info@catrionaclarkbookkeeping.com
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Our Rector’s Letter
There is a beautiful American folksong called
‘How Can I Keep from Singing?’. It was
written by Robert Lowry who was born in
1826. It became popular in the 1990’s when
Enya released a version.
My life flows on in endless song;
above earth’s lamentation,
I catch the sweet, though far off hymn
that hails a new creation.
No storm can shake my inmost calm
while to that Rock I’m clinging.
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,
how can I keep from singing?
Through all the tumult and the strife,
I hear that music ringing.
It finds an echo in my soul.
How can I keep from singing?

purrfect
beautyx

Justynas Art

BEAUTICIANS

Canvas Portraits

NATURAL ARTIST
Perfect Gifts Your designs

Based in Milborne Port
Hairdressers
Call us for an appointment on

07753-283768
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Facebook - Justyna Art
Justyna.artpage@yahoo.co.uk
Tel: 07849-488518

People love to sing. It is good for our mental well-being. We sing
when we are happy; we sing laments when we are sad. We sing on the
football terraces and we sing in the crowds at pop concerts. For many
of us, we express our faith through song.
While research is rapidly changing, evidence suggests that singing
significantly increases transmission of the coronavirus. Scientists and
medical professionals classify singing as a high-risk activity due to the
way that it encourages aerosol spread. Choirs and singing groups
across the country have been temporarily silenced and have had to
find innovative ways of singing together online.
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For months now, many of us have been unable to attend church or
worship services because of the COVID-19 pandemic. We miss
hearing our hymns and singing them—praying them—together. We
yearn to enter our churches once again and lift our voices in song.
How can we keep from singing when we worship a God who loves us?
I am writing this here, because future social historians looking back
through past magazines will hear how difficult we have found this. By
mid- August the Government was still saying that there should be no
group singing by worshippers. However, there is a glimmer of hope!
Soon, small groups of professional or non-professional singers will be
able to sing in front of worshippers, but it should not include audience
participation.
It seems that singing together may not be possible for some time.
Let’s hope things will change and we will be able to sing carols
together by Christmas
Rev Sarah

Church House 100 Club
Draw results for August
1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize

£30 Anonymous (No.95)
£20 Mrs M Gledhill
£10 Mrs A Bennett

The Macmillan Coffee Morning,
usually held towards the end of
September, is currently on hold due to
the Coronovirus pandemic. We are
looking at alternative ideas. Please look
out for posters in the village for
possible events. Any donations will be
gratefully received.
Kate Davis 250090

From the Parish Registers
Baptism
16th August James Edward Siggins
Wedding
1st August Greg Goldbrough and Kelly Dewsnip
Funeral
19th August Dermot Hope Simpson
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Congratulations to Paul Gumbrell, who took the striking
photograph of the church in its leafy setting on this month’s cover.
Your photographs of village scenes are warmly welcomed and will
be considered for future covers.
Please send high-resolution, landscape format pictures to
magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk
The only reward is the kudos!
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Are You an Unpaid Carer?
Local charity, Spark Somerset, is
working to improve health and
wellbeing in South Somerset, by
identifying gaps in provision, and developing new groups and
activities where needed. A gap has been identified in support for
unpaid carers aged between 18 and 60 years and living in the area
which includes Milborne Port. In partnership with the Carers
Champions at the local GP surgeries, they are conducting a survey to
help them better understand what services and activities might be
needed.
They would like to hear from anybody who is:
· Caring for a family member who has a disability, long term
physical or mental ill health, or struggles with substance
misuse
· Aged between18 and 60 years
· Registered with any of the GP surgeries in Bruton, Wincanton,
Castle Cary, Queen Camel or Milborne Port
Sue Crisfield, Spark's Social Prescribing Co-ordinator, said,
“We would really like to know what kind of support local carers feel
they need. Perhaps you would like to take respite breaks with other
carers, or form an online group, or just meet up regularly to support
one another - your ideas would be warmly welcomed!”
The deadline for the survey is Friday 18th September. To take part in
the survey, visit https://www.sparksomerset.org.uk/carerssurvey. For a paper copy, you can call 01458 550973. To find out
more about local health and wellbeing support,
visit www.wellbeingsouthsomerset.org.
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The Goathill Church Harmonium finds a New Home!
Regular attendees of St. Peter's will remember our pedal operated
harmonium. A few years ago the PCC at Goathill decided that as the
harmonium was no longer used for services, and it took up a lot of
seating space in the chancel, we should let it go. The archdeacon would
only give permission for the harmonium to be moved if it could be
donated to another church, and our hearts sank because we thought it
would be impossible to find one.
Rev Sarah mentioned this to a friend, the incumbent of Dulverton in
the Brendon Hills area of West Somerset, who told her that within that
benefice the small church of St. Mary Magdalene, Withiel Florey, were
looking for a replacement organ as theirs had 'died' ,and having no
electricity, were having difficulties finding a suitable one. Cutting a
long story short, the farming family of Biles, who care for this small
church, came and collected our redundant harmonium. I mentioned
to the Biles that I had worked for the family Weatherlake of Wargraveon-Thames, who owned a large estate in their area. Much to my
amazement the Biles told me that the Weatherlakes were their next
door neighbours!
Scilla Copper and I were staying near
Withiel Florey recently so visited the
Biles family and then St. Mary
Magdalene church, the location of
which is so similar to our own
beloved Goathill church, with
stunning views of the Brendons. As
some of you will know, Scilla is an
accomplished musician, so she had
fun playing the organ. It is lovely to know that it is still being used.
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In our current restricted society
regarding holidays, I can thoroughly
recommend that end of our glorious
County for peace and beauty. The
footpaths we walked were wonderful,
with the coast never far away at
Watchet.
Ann Bennett
We had a second outdoor committee meeting
in our President's garden in August when we
discussed our successful little 'garden
gatherings' that had taken place in various
locations. Some of our members hadn't seen
each other since before lockdown so it was
good for them to get together and chat. Fortunately, the weather was
kind to us, as it was before the extremely hot week we had, and it stayed
dry. We intend holding more of these in September as it's doubtful if
we will be able to have indoor meetings this year; our membership of
40 would prove too difficult with social distancing, even in a bigger
meeting room.
The WIs are expected to hold their own AGMs in
May but obviously this
didn't take
place. However, Jan (our present president) is
arranging to do a virtual AGM early in
September; members will be emailed the necessary papers. Jan will
be standing down as president and a new committee will be
elected. We all sincerely hope that in future years this lockdown will
fade in people's memory and the WI will emerge as a place where
friendships are made and kept.
In the meantime, keep safe and stay smiling everyone!

Christine Porter

News from the Parish Council
Water, Water Everywhere!
Visitors to the play area at Gainsborough will have noticed that a
drinking water tap has been installed at the east end of the site During
the summer, the allotment area has had all of the old piping replaced
as a significant volume of water was just being lost underground. As
we had a team of pipe fitters onsite, the idea was suggested that
drinking water could be provided into the Play Park for a better price
than bringing back all the equipment and men at some other time. An
application was made to South Somerset District Council for a
contribution towards the cost. Support was gained from ‘Plastic Free
Milborne Port’ and a Facebook survey revelled 100% support for the
project. Within a week SSDC had awarded the Parish Council half the
costs, and the order was placed. By the time you read this, the tap will
have been installed and will be fully operational.
Allotments
We are sorry to say that, due to the ongoing Covid-9 infection control
restrictions, we have decided not to go ahead with the Community
Allotments Day publicised last month. However, we will go ahead with
giving allotment holders the opportunity to have a good sort-out and
clear-up and more information about this will be shared directly with
them.
Time Stands Still for No Man
While we have always been led to believe that time cannot stop, you
may believe that it has if you have been using the Town Hall clock to
keep the time. The current clock has been at a standstill for years.
Members of the new Council were very keen to get it working again, as
well as to see the clockface professionally restored. The work has been
commissioned and it is quite possible that by the time you are reading
this, the work will be underway, so that will be a timely birthday
present for our Town Hall! (See article on Page 20)
Simon Pritchard (Clerk) and Nathalie Hetherington (Deputy Clerk)
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Parish Council Vacancies
The parish council has two vacant seats for a parish councillor, and
wishes to co-opt a least one new person onto the council. Could this
be you?
· Do you want to serve your Community?
· Do you have time or expertise which could benefit your
Community?
· Do you want to make a difference to all those around you?
· Are you concerned about your local area?
· Do you want to represent the views of local people?
· Do you have spare time to give to making projects happen?
· Are you able to work as part of a team?
·
If you would like to make a difference, and be involved in shaping the
future of your local Community, why not step forward and apply to
become a Milborne Port Parish Councillor? If you are interested,
would like more information or an application form, please contact
the Parish Clerk, Simon Pritchard.
Email: clerk@milborneportpc.org.uk or call 07375 892631

Eligibility Criteria You must be registered as a local government
elector for the parish; or you have occupied as owner or tenant any
land or other premises in the parish during the whole of the 12
months before the day of co-option; or your main or only place of
work during the 12 months prior to the day of co-option has been in
the parish; or you have lived in the parish or within three miles of it
during the whole of the 12 months before the day of co-option.

Timetable:
Closing date for completed applications to be with the Clerk: 30th
September 2020
Co-option meeting to take place on Tuesday October 6th 2020 @ 7pm
All the Parish Council meetings are taking place via Zoom.
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Can You Jog Roger’s Memory?
Roger Hood recently wrote with this request for information
prompted by his memories of Milborne Port in the mid-1950s. Please
do get in touch with Roger if you can help!
In 1955 I was 3 years old and lived in the cottages on Gainsborough;
my father was the gardener for the Misses Figgis Smith who lived in
Newtown. I can remember their housekeeper was named Mrs Symes
and that she lived nearby. We lived in a tied house on Gainsborough.
Although I cannot remember the house number, I do know that the
next door neighbour on one side was Mrs Maundrell and that the
house adjoined to ours was lived in by a lady called Mrs Green with
her daughter Susan. I am sure she had a relative, possibly a brother,
who was in the Merchant Navy. I know he was at sea for long periods
and always brought something back for us from his travels. I also
remember that there was a shop two or three doors away towards the
school but the name escapes me. There was also a Mr Hallet who had
a smallholding/farm and also owned a car which not many people did
in those days. I can recall my mum hand-sewing gloves as an out worker, as I'm sure many women did in the village.
I recently visited the village for the first time in 60+ years and was
surprised how much was still the same: the butcher’s shop was still as
I remembered it and the original council school which I used to walk
to is still there, albeit with modern extensions. I met a very interesting
man, also named Roger, in the Gainsborough Arms, who was able to
give some info about the village, but I would love some more. If
anyone can fill in some of the blanks in my memory or if any of the
names I remember ring any bells that would be great. Any photos of
Gainsborough from the period would be greatly appreciated as I am
relying on memory.
Roger Hood: roghood54@gmail.com
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Happy 300th Birthday to our Market House!
Our Town Hall building celebrates its 300th birthday this year…
probably!
There had been a market in Milborne
Port from 1086 which had presumably
lapsed by 1397 when the bailiff and
burgesses were granted a market on
Wednesdays. The market then lapsed
again but attempts were made to revive
it in about 1720 when the market house
was built, comprising a vaulted cellar, arcaded ground floor and room
above, later referred to as the Long Room (which is where council
meetings take place under normal non-Covid 19 circumstances).
Anticipated business did not materialise and by around 1785 the
arcades had been bricked up. The building was used in 1791 as a
warehouse and later as a Sunday school, a day school and as a natural
history museum. The Fire Engine was even stored there between 1790
and 1830.
The building was bought with the manor of Milborne Port from the
Marquis of Anglesey by the Medlycotts in 1835, and in 1949 was sold
by Sir Christopher Medlycott to the Parish Council for £300, the first
council meeting being held there on 19th September 1950.
In the course of repairs to the floor,
an underground chamber was
discovered: a ‘vaulted brick
basement’
(Western Gazette,
1950); the theory at the time was
that there had been a tank there for
the use of providing water to the
fire engine. Despite the advice
from the Somerset Archaeological Society to create an accessible
opening in the west end wall for future inspections, a concrete floor was
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laid, making future access to the basement impossible. Restoration of
the building, including the dismantling and rebuilding of the bell
turret, was carried out in 1971. It is now a Grade II Listed Building.
Accounts record various repairs and other expenses, such as ‘Cleaning
the New Town Clock’ for which a Mr S. Game was paid six shillings in
1827; the mechanism for that clock is probably the one currently
housed in the Chapel Museum on Wheathill Lane. Have you noticed
the weather-vane on the bell-turret? This dates from 1820. And is it
not serendipitous that the recent pandemic has seen a new and very
successful temporary market on the Weighbridge on Saturday
mornings?
So Happy 3rd Centenary to our
great building and let’s hope that
it will still be here in another 300
years!
Nathalie Hetherington

A Message from the Editor
Did I really worry that in the time of Covid the pages of the
magazine would have to be blank, with no forthcoming events to
advertise or past ones to report on? I needn’t have done – residents
have been extra reflective in lockdown and have clearly had time to
think, write and research, so that articles have been queuing up for
inclusion. This month we have some really interesting pieces on
the Town Hall, the bombing raid on Sherborne in 1940 and
artefacts from a harmonium to a fire engine! We have increased
our number of pages, so keep them coming! But watch out for
competition for space when long-awaited events restart! Linda
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(including the Principal Service Readings)
Morning Prayer at St John’s: Daily at 9 a.m.
We are complying with government and C of E guidelines for all our
services. Please do not attend if you have any Covid 19 symptoms
such as a temperature, continuous dry cough, or loss of sense of
smell or taste. Please remember to bring a face covering with
you. Numbers in Goathill and Milborne Wick are limited, due to the
need for social distancing.
Sunday 6th September Trinity 13
Romans 13.8-end/ Matthew 18 15-20
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
Sunday 13th Trinity 14
Romans 14.1-12/Matthew 18.21-35
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
6.00 p.m.
Harvest Service

A socially distanced APCM for St John’s, Milborne Port, will take
place immediately after the shortened service at 10.30 a.m. on
Sunday 20th September. This is the meeting that was postponed in
April. This year we are looking for two new members to sit on St
John’s PCC. We also need three new Deanery Synod reps. If you
feel called to join the PCC, or want to know more, please let Sarah
know.
Please come and hear about all the things that happened in 2019
and our hopes for the future.
The Electoral Roll for church is currently being updated and will be
closed for new additions on the 5th September, when it will be
displayed in church.

Milborne Port

Milborne Port Climate and Nature Action
Milborne Port
Goathill

Sunday 20th Trinity 15
Philippians 1. 21-end/ Matthew 20.1-16
10.30 a.m.
Service of the Word & AGM Milborne Port
6.00 p.m. Holy Communion & Harvest Charlton Horethorne
Sunday 27th Trinity 16
Philippians 2. 1-13/Matthew 21.23-32
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
6.00 p.m.
Harvest Evening Prayer

Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Milborne Port
Stowell

How to make a difference: stop a fire, a flood, end a drought that
little bit sooner…
Around the world climate change is having disastrous impacts not
necessarily reported in the news: nearly ten million people have been
displaced in South Asia since floods began in June; Greenland’s ice
may have melted beyond the point of no return with serious
implications for sea level rise (6 metres) and further changes to the
climate; at the time of writing 367 fires are raging across California
following a “historic lightning siege”; and the fact that Arctic sea ice
could be gone by 2035 would have profound implications for us in the
UK and for the global climate.
The problem is enormous, and here in the wealthy West we have of
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course been largely responsible for fuelling this crisis. However, by
the same token we can spend our money to make a disproportionate
difference.
Globally the wealthiest 10% are responsible for a staggering half of all
emissions. You might be surprised to learn that’s those with a net
worth of more than £71,000. (Credit Suisse 2018 Global Wealth
Report). If regulations forced this top 10% to cut their emissions to
the level of the average EU citizen, and the other 90% made no
change in their lifestyles, that would still cut total emissions by a
third! What a difference those of us with more than £71,000 make,
one way or the other.
Does one person really make a difference? Yes, like rain drops making
up a shower of rain our individual climate footprints make a
difference and our actions or lack of them have a ripple effect and
influence others to act or delay. Here are the top 10 actions for
reducing your carbon footprint:
(Figures in bold show median potential reduction in tCO2 equivalent /
capita) Source: Centre for Research into Energy Demand Solutions ;
2020 data from Ivanova et al. (2020)
2.04
1.95
1.68
1.6
0.98
0.895
0.8
0.795
0.65
10. 0.64

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Live car-free
Use a battery electric vehicle
Take one fewer flight per year (long-haul)
Use renewable electricity
Take public transport (when available)
Insulate your home effectively
Adopt a vegan diet
Use a heat pump
Get improved cooking technology
Use renewable-based heating
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Curious about what it’s like having an electric car? Email us to be
sent a link to a zoom question time
7-7.30 p.m. Monday 7th September.
On September 25th stand up for your future as part of the Global Day
of Action being organized by fridaysforfuture.org/September25 .
There will be a socially distanced ‘strike’ (please wear masks), outside
the Town Hall from 12 till 1.00 p.m.]You will be most welcome.
Concern has been expressed about pollution levels in the River
Gascoigne and this is something we are pursuing. The offer of free
trees and a hedge is still open. Please get in touch below.
milborneportclimateaction@gmail.com
https://network23.org/milbornecan/

Milborne Port Weather Station Report for July

An average July for the area with the mean
temperature of 17 C, an exceptional maximum of
32.7 C on the 31st, and a minimum of 6.4 C on the
11th. Rainfall was a little below average with a
total of 33.8mm, wettest day being the 25th with
8mm. Average wind speed was 3.8mph with a
maximum gust of 28.0mph on the 5th.
Our website is updated every 10 minutes 24/7,where you will also find
links to our photo gallery, and the met office forecast, so please feel
free to visit at www.milborneportweather.co.uk
Alan Whitewick
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Milborne Port
History and Heritage
Black Monday:
30th September 1940
Eighteen year old Robert Gotz, bombardier and air gunner, woke to
frantic activity as dawn broke on Monday 30 September 1940. Despite
his youth he had already taken part in eight operational flights against
England. He was stationed with the Luftwaffe 1Gruppe in Dreux,
northern France, which was normally a quiet country town. However,
on that morning it was home to Heinkel 111s, one of Germany's most
successful operational armed bombers. The airfield was swarming with
mechanics, fitters, armourers, preparing the HE111s for the battle
ahead. Robert would have breakfasted early and proceeded directly
with the crew of his aircraft for the briefing, after which the crews
donned their flying gear and sat in groups around their aircraft
awaiting the start time. These must have been the worst moments for
Robert because as an experienced air gunner he knew what he was
about to face.
At approximately the same time Averill Stanir would have awoken early
to the sound of the village farm coming to life. Early morning was a
busy time with the churns having to be filled and moved to the roadside
stand ready for collection by cart or lorry. Averill was eight years old
and had been evacuated with her mother to the safety of Milborne Port.
Today was very exciting for both of them as they had decided that after
school they would both get the bus into Sherborne and for a treat have
tea at Coombes Restaurant in Cheap Street. So Averill was happy to get
up early to get to Church School in good time. The High Street would
be busy with the shops just opening and the school had doubled in size
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due to evacuees so it would have taken Averill some time to join up with
her friends and find her class.
Take off time for KG55 was
scheduled for 1524 hrs and
Robert would have been busy
checking his weapon and
making sure the ammunition
belts and drums were correctly
fitted. In precise formation the
entire Gruppe took to the air to
join up with 11Gruppe over Normandy and then sighted their fighter
escort over Cherbourg. Robert would not have confidence in their
escorts as he knew they could be outmaneuvered by the Spitfires and
Hurricanes which would very soon have located the formation. Shortly
after 1600 hrs, before reaching the Dorset coast, the Heinkels spotted
a squadron of Hurricanes appearing suddenly out of the sun making a
head on attack. Lying in the bombardiers prone position within the
glazed nose of his Heinkel Robert frantically fired his single machine
gun. The teenager from Wurtzburg knew things were going to be
difficult as the raiding party had been intercepted earlier than on his
previous flights.
At about 1530 hrs Church School would be closing for the day and the
children being met by their mothers or racing off to play in nearby
fields. The teachers would be gathering their energy after an exhausting
day in their overcrowded school. However, Averill and her mother,
both full of excitement, were about to board the bus to Sherborne. By
1600 hrs they had reached the country town which was enjoying the
last few days of summer and walked slowly up Cheap Street towards
Coombe Restaurant. When the siren wailed they stopped, unsure what
to do next, but not alarmed as they felt safe in Sherborne. Fortunately
they were spotted by Mrs Baker who rushed them into her shop where
they sat with several other people.
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At the same time Robert would have been aware of the attack command
and the Heinkels changing formation to their bombing pattern. Still
fighting off increasingly fierce attacks by RAF fighters the bombardier
in the leading Heinkel immediately gave the order " Bomben Los". This
was the moment that the histories of these
two youngsters converged, with Robert in
the Heinkel above Sherborne giving the
"bombs away" command and Averill
sitting terrified hearing the bombs raining
down and later emerging into the carnage
caused by the German attack. As they
made their way up Cheap Street, they saw
that Coombes Restaurant had suffered a
direct hit and casualties were being treated
by the Red Cross and ARP service.
Now both Averill and Robert faced a long journey back. Averill and her
mother decided to walk to Milborne Port despite burning buildings and
bomb debris over the road. They arrived exhausted and shocked by
their experience. The village itself had not been hit by any bombs but
was quiet and stunned by the news from Sherborne. Robert would have
had a terrifying flight back under constant attack by RAF fighters. The
Luftwaffe soon realised that a mistake had been made and Lord Haw
Haw broadcast an apology to Sherborne.
This terrible day had resulted in a huge loss of life and major
destruction of a quiet country town and nothing whatsoever had been
achieved. It must rank as one of the most striking examples of the
futility of war. Robert was awarded the Gold German Cross in 1942 and
it can be assumed that he survived the war and Averill married and
stayed in the Sherborne area, but neither would have forgotten the
suffering and destruction which took place on Black Monday.

Friends of Milborne Port Library
Well, as many of you will know, the Jolly Book Bus re-opened on
Tuesday 18 August. See p.35 for current opening times. There will be a
box on a table for returned books. The books will then be quarantined
for 72 hours before being re-shelved. You can order books through the
Click and Collect system. For details of how to do this visit the Somerset
Libraries website (www.somerset.gov.uk and follow the links) Forms
for this service will also be available from the Jolly Book Bus. Sue and
Edwina are happy to choose books for customers while they wait
outside. Summer Reading Challenge packs are also available from the
Library.
Our virtual Storytime continues but we could do with a couple of extra
volunteers. If you are interested, please contact Roz Barrett (01963
250112 / roz@rozandmartin.com)
Lastly, Christine Partington is stepping
down from the Board of Trustees of
Milborne Port Library. Over the years
Christine has worked tirelessly to
promote and support the Library, not
least when it was last threatened with
closure in 2011. This was when the
Friends of Milborne Port Library was
formed. We are all so grateful to all you
have offered, Christine. We have had 12
trustees for most of the time but are
currently down to 10. If anyone is
interested in becoming a trustee please contact Rick Jones
(joneskacj@gmail.com 01963 250731)
Jill Spring
jspring51@gmail.com

Steve Underwood
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Reading Group Book Review
The Group have continued to meet via Zoom to discuss books they are
reading individually, and here are their thoughts on some of them.
Persuasion, by Jane Austen
Considered an example of Austen’s mature
voice, the novel follows the fortunes of Anne
Elliot as her family adjusts, reluctantly, to
straitened circumstances and she learns to
value her own judgement and trust her own
emotions. Her experiences in Somerset, Lyme
and Bath resolve in a happy outcome. E. E.
Pachinko, by Min Jin Lee
This 2017 novel by Korean-American, Min Jin
Lee, tells the poignant and enthralling story of a poor Korean family
moving to Japan and struggling to make a better life in a hostile
environment. Set against the drama of 20th century world events the
strength, compassion and loyalty of its characters are astonishing. D.
A.
A Suitable Boy, by Vikram Seth
A work of epic proportions telling the story of
Lata, and her mother's quest to find her a
"suitable boy" to marry, set against the
backdrop of a newly independent India and the
fallout of partition. It is a fantastic book,
weaving together the stories of Lata's entire
extended family so that you are completely
sucked into their loves, joys and tragedies. Yes,
it is enormous, but I can truly say that I enjoyed
every page! A. U.
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Regeneration Trilogy, by Pat Barker
‘Regeneration’, The Eye in the Door’ and ‘The
Ghost Road’ form this Booker Prize-winning
Trilogy set in the Great War. Interweaving the
stories of fictional characters and real people,
including army psychiatrist William Rivers and
Poets Siegfried Sassoon and Wilfred Owen, the
author conveys the horror of life in the
Trenches, and the traumatic effect on those
involved, in a profoundly moving Trilogy. C. P.

Richard Duckworth’s Local History
Milborne Port’s Fire Brigade 1948-61
Before the Second World War, Milborne Port just had a Trailer Pump,
most likely pulled to a fire by one of Thomas Ensor's or Silas Dyke’s
vehicles, and that was kept in a garage at Higher Gunville, attached to
one of the Commonalty properties. After the 2nd World War, the village
got its own fire engine, which was kept at the bottom of Cross House
drive.
The old Fire Engines were built on
an Austin chassis and were called
ATV's, Auxiliary Towing Vehicles.
They were built during Wartime,
and used only to transport the crew,
with their equipment, towing a
trailer pump to a fire. They carried
no water.

The type of engine used in M.Port

Somerset Fire Brigade inherited a large number of these vehicles after
the war from the National Fire Service in 1948. Even when they were
running correctly and not misfiring, they were never very quick! I
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remember well when there was a fire at Windyridge (now Kingsbury
House); the Sherborne Fire Engine overtook the misfiring Milborne
Port one going up North Street to the fire, much to the amusement of
us youngsters.
Milborne's Fire Station was known as Station B1a, being a sub-station
of Yeovil, which was Station B. The small (a) designated that it was an
auxiliary, or as more commonly known as a volunteer station. Firemen
at retained stations got paid every time they got a call out - stations like
Milborne Port did not get paid!
The 1960 Public Inquiry into the provision of Fire Stations
recommended that the station at Milborne Port should remain open
until the equipment became unserviceable. However, during July
1961,the five remaining men operating the Fire Engine resigned en
bloc, and there was no possibility of replacing them, so the station was
closed, and the lease of the buildings at Cross House was terminated.
Richard Duckworth

Read Easy is now helping adults in Sherborne and
surrounding villages to learn to read
Read Easy Blackmore Vale North (REBVN) the charity that helps
local adults learn to read covers an area encompassing Gillingham,
Shaftesbury, Sherborne, Wincanton and the surrounding villages.
REBVN is currently the largest group geographically and has the
greatest number of readers in the South West; just in Sherborne and
Wincanton now there are more readers than when the group started
in Gillingham and Shaftesbury in 2014.
Sometimes the hardest part of learning to read as an adult is telling
someone you need help. Jenny, our Coordinator, meets every person
who takes the giant step of contacting her and wants to learn to read.
She matches each reader with one of our dedicated band of volunteer
coaches and provides ongoing support for both reader and coach
throughout their reading “journey”.
If you would like to learn more about Read Easy please go to:
https://readeasy.org.uk/groups/gillingham-shaftesbury/ or find
Blackmore Vale North on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/ReadEasyBlackmoreValeNorth/

Reader Geoffrey Ward
recently sent in this picture
of the old factory. The fire
which destroyed the older
buildings was in 1947, too
early for Milborne Port’s
own engine, but the five Fire
Brigades who attended were
unable to save the building.

Some people learn to read in a relatively short time, others take
longer. There is no time pressure – it takes as long as it takes. The
service we provide is free to readers, so we rely totally on grants and
donations from individuals, the local councils, businesses in the local
area and our own fundraising efforts to supply books and materials
for our readers.
Elaine Stewart
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MILBORNE PORT CONTACTS
PARISH CHURCH: ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

Self-Employment, Benefits and Coronavirus
The Citizens Advice website, www.citizensadvice.org.uk, offers
reliable information in an easy-to-access format

Staff
Vicar
Reader
Churchwardens

Revd Sarah Godfrey
Mrs Pat Elliott
Mrs Jacquie Hall
Mrs Nicki Edwards

250248
250353
250328
251505

Organist
Vergers
Magazine Editor
Magazine Advertising
& Magazine Treasurer
Parish Secretary
Tower Captain & Sec:
PCC Secretary
Church Treasurer
& Stewardship Recorder
Church House Treasurer
Parish Church of St Peter, Goathill:
Milborne Wick Church:
Church House Bookings:

Mrs Rachel Willetts
Mr & Mrs Ronnie Goodman
Mrs Linda Mumford
Mr Robin Bawtree

01935 813958
250964
33495
251359

admin@milborneportchurches.org.uk
Mr & Mrs David Wales
Mrs Susan Wales
Mr Robert Hall

250326
250660
250660
250328

Mr Ben Grundy
Church Warden: Mrs Trudy West
Prowarden: John Sprake
www.mpchouse.org.uk or Christine Porter

01747 854873
01935 815342
250243
250821

Other Useful Church contacts

MAGAZINE DEADLINES
All entries for the October issue of the
magazine to the editor please by Saturday
19th September at 12 noon latest.
Distributors on Friday
2 p.m.

25th

September at

Editor’s email :
magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk
Linda will acknowledge all email contributions. If you do not receive
a reply, or if you are unable to use email, please ring her on 01963
33495
Please send your photographs of scenes in and around Milborne Port,
for consideration as our cover photo of the month, to the same
address.

OTHER LOCAL CHURCHES
Roman Catholic Church (Wincanton) Father Louis Beasley-Suffolk
ReBorne Community Church
Minister Adrian Bright

34408
07975 755032

OTHER INFORMATION
Doctors
Vet

Drs. Beattie, Briffa, Bulley, Wyer
Southhill Veterinary Group, The Old Glove Factory,
1-2 North Street, Milborne Port
Mrs R. Eyres
Mr Simon Pritchard, Town Hall
Sarah Dyke
Ms S Shire
Claire Andrews
Andy Maidment
Booking Clerk: Mr M Lancaster
Mrs Pam Burr
Non Emergency
Emergencies

Primary School
Clerk to Parish Council
District Councillor
Registrar
Spirit of Milborne Port
Village Hall
WI Secretary:
Police
PCSO on duty (Wincanton)
Library
Pharmacist
Over 65s Tuesday Lunch Club

250255
250366
251268
07979 535542
435008
07729 582 669
07973 987523
251217
251757
101
999
101
The Jolly Book Bus in East Street Car Park
07396 587767
Tuesdays 9.30 - 12.30 and 2 - 4; Fridays and Saturdays 9.30 - 12.30
Ty and Mansur Lawal, Milborne Port Pharmacy
250259
Maureen Lock
250433
Sue Scott
250333

Milborne Port community website and diary

www.milborneport.org.uk

Parish Council website www.milborneportpc.org.uk

Benefice website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk
To have a copy of this magazine delivered to your house each month,
Please contact Mrs Liz Redman, 4 Higher Kingsbury Close (251145)
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250334

Printed by Shelleys the Printers Ltd – 01935 815364
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The UK’s Leading independent
Home Care provider.

$
$

We offer Companionship, Home Help,
Personal Care (CQC Regulated), errands, transport, meal
preparation and planning, shopping, Dementia care, and more.
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Telephone: 01935 577030
www.homeinstead.co.uk/yeovilsherbornebridport

MARK DEWBERRY

MIKES LEARN AND PASS

BUILDER

DRIVING SCHOOL

Extensions, Garages,
Patios, Brickwork,
Stonework, Roofing,
General Maintenance

COMPETITIVE PRICES
CRB CHECKED
DSA APPROVED
DUAL CONTROLS
FULLY INSURED
INDEPENDENT TRADER
IAM AND MSA MEMBERSHIP
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DORSET VINTAGE WEDDING CARS

General Building Work
House Maintenance
Extensions Undertaken
Tel: 01963 250353 or 01747 850474
www.dorsetvintageweddingcars.com

G DOWN
&
B Tree Surgeons

MARTIN WHITE

RHS DIPLOMA CERTIFIED

Tel: 01963 250355
or 07419 585547
Email: martinwhite44@aol.com

$

07890 542225
01963 251153

Tel: 07790 155 857

Garden Planning
& Maintenance

"""H#&(#4B2)4(B#,,)-.HB#H9>$

Commercial & Domestic • Established over 60 years
Full Liability Insurance • Free Estimates
Tree surgery • Pruning • Felling • Hedge trimming
Stump removal • Wood chipping service
COVERING SOMERSET & DORSET

Tel. 01963 250005
Mobile: 07976 934252

Orchard Dene, Wick Road,
Milborne Port, Sherborne.
DT9 5HN.
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ABOVE & BEYOND
ROOFING

Specialist in old properties.
All aspects of roofing covered.
Fascia boards, guttering & sofits.
Stone work & repointing.

‘A bespoke flooring service’

CARPETS - VINYLS - LAMINATES NATURALS - CONTRACT FLOORING ACCESSORIES

35 years experience
in the building trade.

All supplied and fitted

For a free quote call Glen
01963 441276 - Mobile 07855 743796

STEVE SHEPPARD
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33 Sparrow Road, Yeovil BA21 4BT
Tel: (01935) 479913 Email: clive@ajwakely.com

16 Newland, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3JQ
Tel: (01935) 816817 Email: sherborne@ajwakely.com

The Old Police Station, Carrington Way, Wincanton, BA9 9JS
Tel: (01963) 31310 Email: wincanton@ajwakely.com
2 Abbey Street, Crewkerne TA18 7LF
Tel: (01460) 74547 Email: crewkerne@ajwakely.com

Wayne Timmins

TAYLORS
TA
TAYLOR
TAYLO
TAYL
TAY
DOMESTIC
DOMESTI
DOMEST
DOMES
DOME
DOM
DO
D
APPLIANCES
APPLIANCE LTD.
APPLIANC
APPLIAN
APPLIA
APPLI
APPL
APP
AP
A
LTD
LT
L

Painter and Decorator
• Interior & Exterior
• Fully Qualified

Tel:
Tel
Te
T
01963
0196
019
01
0
220366
22036
2203
220
22
2
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• 20 Years Experience
• Wallpapering & Lining
• Residential & Commercial

01935 872007
07715 867145
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waynesbusiness@aol.com
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WH&J HENSHAW LTD

TO OMER

Joinery Manufacturers

T R E E S E RV I C E S
Makers of high quality purpose
built joinery products
Doors : Windows : Stairs
Conservatories : Foldasides
Box Sashes etc
Softwood / Hardwood
Including all glazing and
ironmongery requirements

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Caundlewood Interiors
Carpentry, Joinery
and Property Maintenance

07531291429

joe@caundlewood.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS
01963 250088 | 07515 030 611

Tel: 01963 364123
10 Station Road Business Park
Stalbridge, DT10 2RN
www.henshawjoinery.co.uk

Tree Surgery
Hedge Cutting
Stump Removal
Fully Insured
Free Quotations

www.toomertreeservices.com
toomertreeservices@outlook.com

Various Bespoke Joinery Items
Made and Fitted

Helen Lockey

DipFH MCFHP MAFHP ITEC(Dip)

Foot Health Pracitioner
& Massage Therapist

New Kitchens - Granite Worksurfaces

Kitchen Refurbishments - Replacement Doors

Adam Porter

Private, professional footcare & massage
in the comfort of your own home

Northover, Ilchester,
Somerset, BA22 8LD

01935 849559

Ingrown toenails
Diabetic footcare
Fungal infections

07766 002074

sales@apkitchens.co.uk
www.apkitchens.co.uk
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Callus & Corns
Nail trimming
Lower limb & foot massage

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Westree Company est 1975

B

BREWERS GARAGE LTD

Tree surgery, landscaping and timber building manufacturers

Western Ways Yard, Bristol Road, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 4HR

Pruning, felling, hedge trimming, stump removal,
Logs/firewood, planting and tree surveys

• DIAGNOSTICS
• MOT
• SERVICING

All types of Fencing, patios, walls, turfing etc.

Garden Sheds, Field shelters, stables and other timber structures.

Call us on 01935

Jeremy Pitman, Unit 6 Marsh Lane, Henstridge, BA8 0TG

01963 362615 enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk
www.westreecompany.co.uk

Nazareth Lodge Residential Care Home
Sturminster Newton
Rated ‘Outstanding’
for “End of Life Care

‘Sometimes, asking for help is the most meaningful example of self-reliance’
We are here to support you.

Respite and day care services are available. For further information please ring 01258 472511
www.nazareth-lodge.co.uk email: care@nazareth-lodge.co.uk
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812720

CHURCH HOUSE
HALL for HIRE

by the Care Quality Commission 2018

Awarded the highest accolade of “Platinum” status

• REPAIRS
• AIR CON SERVICING
• TYRES







•
•

Main hall (max. 100 people)
Ideal for events & private par es
Well equipped kitchen
Enclosed garden
Separate small mee ng room

Removals
Storage

•
•

Packing Service
Man & Van

www.stalbridgeremovals.co.uk
01963 204205
07745 858440

www.mpchouse.org.uk

A family run business
providing an affordable
removal service and storage,
contact us for a free quote
stalbridgeremovals@hotmail.com

Or call Chris ne on 01963 250821

Oborne Road, Sherborne, DT9 3RU
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