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SHERBORNE
GARDEN SERVICES
professional, friendly, reliable

Experienced and well qualified provider of all aspects of
lawn renovation and garden maintenance.

Tel: 07483 274446

Email: enquiries@sherborne-garden-services.co.uk

www.sherborne-garden-services.co.uk

MARK ANDREWS
Property Maintenance

Patios Fencing Renovations
Decorating/Tiling Driveways/Landscaping
M: 07592 523241 T: 01963 250223
E: markandrewspm@gmail.com
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Something Else Fishy
Quality Fish & Chips

Cherie Creighton
Counsellor Accredited BACP
Hypnotherapist LCCH
Meditation and Reiki Healing
Topical Workshops
Promoting Wellbeing
Confidentiality Assured
Mindfulness for Stress reduction

Fish & Chip
and Seafood restaurant

OPEN Thursday, Friday and Saturday
12pm to 2pm and 5pm to 9.30pm

Holistic Centre
215 High Street
Milborne Port

1 High Street • Milborne Port

Tel: 01963 250225

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

TIPPLING PHILOSOPHER
HIGH STREET
MILBORNE PORT
DT9 5AQ
01963250999

Kindredcornerhouse.co.uk
01963 251562 or 07933737081

www.tipplingphilosopher.com

Dave & Di Welcome You To Milborne Port

Tel: 01963 34334
or 07792 192091

MILBORNE PORT
HAIRDRESSER

CRACKMORE
GARAGE
(Jon Creighton - Workshop Manager)

SERVICING
REPAIRS
CAR SALES
M.O.T. TESTING £35
Milborne Port 251221
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Florist - Local Delivery
01963-250332

www.lavenderandgrey.com
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07811 536050
or 250152

01963 251217

Friendly reliable service

Family Butcher

TOP QUALITY LOCAL MEAT

Prime Beef, Lamb, Free-Range Pork,
Free Range Chickens and Ducks
A Large Selection of Home-Cooked Meats and Pies
Quality – Service – Satisfaction

6 High Street, Milborne Port Tel. 01963 250222
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E. Taylor
48 Manor Road, Milborne Port, Sherborne DT9 5BN

Tel: 01963 250829
Mobile: 07967 048707

R J Woodley
Plumbing and Heating

01963 250467
07970 307350
23 South View Road
Milborne Port, Sherborne Dorset DT9 5BS

DAVE THURGOOD
Painter & Decorator
**FREE QUOTES**
07792391368

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acupuncture
Osteopathy
Chiropody / Podiatry
Counselling
Physiotherapy
EMDR Therapy
Manual Lymphatic Drainage
Soft Tissue Therapy,
Sports & Remedial Massage
• Shiatsu
• Swedish Massage
• Hopi Ear Candle Therapy
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www.sherbornedecorator.com

56 London Road,
Milborne Port
Sherborne DT9 5DW
Tel: 01963 251860
*Free Parking*
*Wheelchair Access*

SERENE DREAMS
With Deborah Barsby

INSURANCE
THAT’S ON YOUR
DOORSTEP

Mobile Complementary Therapist
with Beauty in Milborne Port
Treatments include:

Massage, Reflexology,
Aromatherapy, Indian Head
Massage, Chinese Cupping, Waxing
Manicures & Pedicures, Facials,
Eyelash extensions,
Eyelas & Eyebrow tints.

Call our office in Yeovil
on 01935 475 661

55 Ridgeway Sherborne Dorset DT9 6DA
dave.thurgoodstfc@btinternet.com

info@56londonroad.co.uk
www.56londonroad.co.uk

Hours: 9am - 9pm Monday - Friday

Agent of the National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance
Society Limited.
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Phone 07791625289 - 01963251869
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CATRIONA CLARK
BOOKKEEPING
Catriona Clark MICB PM Dip

3 Henning Way

MILBORNE PORT

Sherborne, Dorset DT9 5HN

01963 250928 / 07975 885905
info@catrionaclarkbookkeeping.com
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New Year - New Hope
2020 will certainly be a year to remember!
Who would have thought a year ago that we
would all be wearing masks in public, social
distancing and worrying about elderly
relatives? As we begin a New Year with the
news that a new vaccine is being rolled out, let
us hope life will get easier soon.
Hope is a strong biblical theme. Jeremiah in chapter 7 writes:
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, and have made Him their
hope and confidence. They are like trees planted along a riverbank,
with roots that reach deep into the water. Such trees are not
bothered by the heat, or worried by long months of drought. Their
leaves stay green, and never stop producing fruit.”
Jeremiah reminds us that the Lord is our hope and our confidence.
And Him alone.
Not our circumstances.
Not things.
Not people.
Not our expectations.
But God, Himself!

Justynas Art

NATURAL ARTIST
Canvas Portraits
Perfect Gifts Your designs
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Facebook - Justyna Art
Justyna.artpage@yahoo.co.uk
Tel: 07849-488518

We are not necessarily promised an easy tomorrow. Or a year without
suffering. Or a life without loss. But what we ARE promised is just like
the trees planted along the waters, we will flourish. And God will be
our portion. He alone will sustain us.
What’s more, is that He promises to go with us!
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“When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go
through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk
through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames
will not consume you.” — Isaiah 43:2

Ch
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100
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Cl
Clu
Club
1st Prize

£30

Mrs M Gledhill

Therefore we put our Hope in the One whose very name is Hope! Our
hope is secure in the One who promises His presence no matter what
comes our way.

2nd Prize

£20

Anon (No. 28)

3rd Prize

£10

Anon (No. 7)

My prayer for you this coming year is that you put your roots down
deep into the soil of HOPE. That you are able in the words of St Paul
able to forget what lies behind and look forward to what lies ahead.
A Happy New Year, everyone!
Rev Sarah

From the Parish Registers
Funerals
2nd December
3rd December

John Farley
Frank Wiltshire

Congratulations to Pete Hanson, who took this month’s cover
photo of the Gascoigne on a frosty day last year.
We welcome your photographs of scenes in and around Milborne
Port for our covers in 2021. Please send high-resolution images in
landscape format to
magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk

Results of the December Draw

The Royal British Legion
(Milborne Port and District)
would like to thank everyone for their incredible
generosity with this year’s Poppy Appeal.
Thanks to the support of the local community the
final Poppy Appeal total was £2028.90. This
includes the generosity of the community in coming out and
supporting us on two Saturdays at the Weighbridge, where we made
£612.20 from selling Poppy items, paperweights and from donations;
£194.00 from the Tombola and £146 from the Bottle Stall.
A big thank you also goes to Anne and Neil Briggs for their banking
skills!

THANK YOU AND WELL DONE
To the young lady who directed the traffic jam
in Milborne Port at the bottom of
Gainsborough
when the three-way traffic lights failed on Tuesday 1st December
IT WAS MUCH APPRECIATED
Trudy West
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News from the Parish Council

John Farley

Move Over!

John died in November 2020, aged 87 years.
His health had deteriorated during the year
and he was diagnosed with lung cancer in
early September.
He was born in Sherborne, moved away
from the area for 30 years and came to
Milborne Port with his family in 1982. He
spent most of his working life in aviation, learning to fly with the RAF
before joining BEA, later British Airways, and retired as a Senior
Captain in 1983.
He was thoughtful, considerate and tolerant, with a strong sense of
civic duty. He served the community as a County Councillor, a District
Councillor and a Parish Councillor, and participated in village activities
and organisations until his health began to fail.

Those of you that visit the Cemetery may have
seen a little yellow digger going up and down the
path at the far end over the last few days and have
wondered to yourself what was going on. Tonguein-cheek speculation that a bypass for the busy
A30 was being built just isn’t true.
In fact, the whole length of the gravel path was
being moved over by one metre as at some point in the past a grave has
been dug into the path. While no records remain of why this decision
was taken, clearly it feels disrespectful to the person laid to rest and
their relatives to have a grave that is in the gravel path. Members of the
Management Committee were keen to see the situation rectified and so
Sherborne Garden Services were appointed to move the whole path
over by one meter.

Gill, Ben and Kate would like to thank all who were able to attend
John’s funeral and those who sent tributes, cards and letters of
support, and flowers to the family. He will be greatly missed.

The area will now look a bit muddy until late spring, but it has been
seeded and by the summer it should all be blending back in.

Gill Cleverley (Farley)

While the normal ceremonies of Remembrance
Sunday were curtailed, the Chairman of the
Parish Council, Councillor Austin Fletcher,
spent some time of reflection with the Parish
Clerk at the war memorial ahead of Armistice
Day. Cllr Fletcher laid a wreath on behalf of the
whole of the Parish in remembrance of those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice.

Thank You
A huge thank you to all the angel makers who helped
me bring a bit of festive cheer to the village this
Christmas. And thank you to those of you who shared
photos of the ones they found.

Lest we forget

As it was so popular, I am starting early with planning and making
something festive for next year. Please get in touch if you would like to
help with the making.

Millie Furby
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info@theslippedstitch.co.uk

Simon Pritchard, Clerk to the Parish Council
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FoodShare
One of the things the Co-operative Movement has always tried to do is
support local causes and activities. As with other outlets, our Milborne
Port Co-op has been looking for partners to help it distribute its surplus
out of date food to people who need it. As you know, all packaged food
in supermarkets is dated, either with a ‘best before’ or ‘use by’ date.
Usually they discount ‘best before’ items near the date and withdraw
‘use by’ items altogether. If they are not confident of selling within the
dateline, they dump the food. This is very much against the Co-op
philosophy.
A group of people in the village have responded and are forming a
working team to help. The trustees of Church House have kindly
allowed the distribution to be done from there. Users will be those who
have hit hard times due to short hours at work or loss of job. We do not
envisage a full food bank operation; that is available in Sherborne. We
need a team of volunteers to run the project.
Can you help? The need is for people to collect from the Co-op in the
evening as many times a week as we can manage, and take the food to
store in Church House. A distribution session will need two people each
time. We will offer one or two sessions according to availability of
volunteers and the usual Church House timetable. There will be some
background work too. Please give this some thought and your prayers.
A steering group has been formed under the chairmanship of Elaine
Ennis and we are in touch with the Co-op locally and with their head
office.
There will be a dedicated email address and phone number in due
course, but for now please contact me on
frank.wright1993@outlook.com
Many thanks,
Frank Wright
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Christmas at Milborne Port
Primary School
Our Christmas is very different at school this
year as it is for everyone, but we are still
celebrating and enjoying the festivities. We
are very lucky to have an amazing PTFA and when we all came to school
last week, we were so excited to see an incredible Christmas display
outside of our two entrances. We all wrote our own Christmas wish
and they are hanging along our school fence outside. Lots of us wished
for Covid to go away!
The PTFA also organised a brilliant raffle, and we collected coloured
treats to fill seven rainbow hampers.
In school, we are unable to sing
this Christmas, but our
wonderful Music teacher Mrs
Bartlett has taught to sign We
Wish You A Merry Christmas
using Makaton. We also played
the Hallelujah Chorus using
Boomwhackers (plastic tubes
that play a note when hit). We
will be sharing these with our
families online this year.
We are looking forward to a lovely Christmas lunch on the last day of
term.
Sidney & Joseph

From everyone here at Milborne Port Primary School,
we wish you a very merry Christmas and a happy and
healthy 2021.
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ReBorne Community Church
We continue to do on-line services, Sunday 10.30 am. The link is
through the website: www.rebornechurch.org
ReBorne kids is also online at 10 a.m. on a Sunday.
All services can be found afterwards on YouTube ReBorne
Community Church channel.
We are meeting in limited numbers in the building on North Street
according to Government Covid guidelines. If you would like to
attend, please contact Yvonne on office@rebornechurch.org
Or 07975855031 to book a seat. We would love to see you.

Milborne Port Weather Station Report
Once again, another mild month in November,
with the mean temperature above normal at 9.3C.
Maximum for the month was 16.6C on the 8th and
a minimum of -1.3C on the 27th. A total of 4 Air
Frosts during the month.
Rainfall was about average at 69.8mm although
most of it fell on 3 days, with the wettest being the 25th with 17.4mm
that day.
It was also quite a windy month with a maximum gust of 36mph
recorded on the 2nd and an overall average wind speed of 4.2mph.
Alan Whitewick
www.milborneportweather.co.uk
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New Support Group for Unpaid Carers
Do you care for someone in your
family or maybe a friend, due to
their long-term physical or mental
illness
or
substance
misuse? Whilst
caring
for
someone is very rewarding, it can
also be challenging at times, so we
are holding an online support group
to give unpaid carers the chance to
connect with other people who are
in similar circumstances and really understand. We'll also share useful
information on local health and wellbeing support, and members of the
Spark Somerset and Somerset Carers Service teams will be on hand to
answer any questions.
Join us for a free fortnightly online carers support group on Zoom
where carers from across Somerset can come together in an informal
and friendly setting and chat with others.
The time of the group meetings will alternate between mornings and
evenings to make sure all carers are able to access support during this
time of uncertainty from the pandemic.
The first meeting will take place on Monday 11th January at 11 a.m. and
the following meeting will be on Monday 25th January at 7 p.m.
To register your place at the meeting, please go to Spark Somerset’s
website – www.sparksomerset.org.uk/online-meeting-carers

This Year at the WI
Sadly, we have had no monthly meetings, Friday
coffee mornings or anything else taking place in our
room since March. The last meeting we had was
our annual dinner, which was held in Church
House. At that time, the coronavirus had become a
reality and we made sure everyone used hand sanitizer as they entered
the room; however, we certainly had no idea we wouldn't be able to
meet as a group again for the rest of that year. We were able to have a
couple of socially distanced garden meetings during the summer when
lockdown eased, and I know members have
been keeping in touch with each other by
phone, email or meeting in person when we
were allowed to do so. We had a change of
presidency in the summer and I'm sure that
Lyn, our new president, is hoping to meet all
the members properly in 2021 once we can
socialise as a group again.
The virus didn't stop us holding our annual cake sale in aid of the
Macmillan Cancer Care. This was ably organised by Kate Davis again
and we made a record four-figure amount by selling cakes, produce and
raffle tickets outside the town hall thanks to the generosity of Milborne
Port villagers.
Finally, on behalf of the WI, I would like to wish everyone a Very Happy
(and Healthy) Christmas and here’s to a Merrier 2021!
Christine Porter

You can also ring Sue Crisfield for more information on 07508 054866.
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(including the Principal Service Readings)
Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at St John’s: Daily at 9 a.m.
Any of these details may be subject to change. We are complying
with government and C of E guidelines for all our services. Please do not
attend if you have any Covid-19 symptoms (a temperature, continuous dry
cough, or loss of sense of smell or taste).
Please remember to bring a face covering with you.

Sunday 20th December , and repeated on
Tuesday 22nd December: Ticket Only
6.00 p.m.
Candle-lit Service
Milborne Port
Christmas Eve
10.30 a.m.
Christmas Communion
Goathill
2-4.00 p.m. Light the way to Bethlehem Milborne Port
There is no Midnight Service this year
Christmas Day
9.00 a.m.
Morning Service
10.30 a.m.
Christmas Communion

Charlton Horethorne
Milborne Port
(overflow in Church House)

Sunday 27th December
10.30 a.m. Benefice Service on Zoom

For
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Sunday 10th January: Baptism of Christ/Plough Sunday
Genesis 1.1-5/Mark 1. 4-11
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
Goathill
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
Milborne Port
6.00 p.m.
Plough Evensong
Charlton Horethorne
Sunday 17th January: 2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Revelation 5.1-10/John143-end
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
Milborne Port
6.00 p.m.
Holy Communion
Charlton Horethorne
Sunday 24th January-3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Genesis 14.17-20/John 2.1-11
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
Milborne Port
6.00 p.m.
Evensong
Goathill
Sunday 31st January: Presentation of Christ in the Temple
Malachi 3.1-5/Luke 2.22-40
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
Milborne Wick
10.30 a.m.
Benefice Candlemas
Morning Service
Milborne Port

Sunday 3rd January: Epiphany
Isaiah 60.1-6/Matthew 2. 1-12
9.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
Charlton Horethorne
10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion
Milborne Port
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Milborne Port CAN: Climate and Nature Action
Taking our feet off the climate change accelerator
Happy New Year! Talking about climate change is really important.
Otherwise it’s all too easy to think - everything seems normal; nobody
else is doing anything; it must be fine. It isn’t. We can’t change the
world but we can change ourselves, and what we each do has an
important impact in shifting norms around us towards a sustainable
way of life.
We would love to hear from you with (constructive!) suggestions as to
how we can help you, and the community of Milborne Port, bring down
greenhouse gas emissions. What information, guidance and support
would be useful? So far there has been little interest in our air source
heat pump offer but we are now in touch with other parishes and
hearing about their initiatives via South Somerset District Council’s
Living Environment Case Officer, and other communities are running
successful group discounts for solar panels. That’s something we’ll
look into.
Greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere rose further last year.
Although the effect of the pandemic was to bring last year’s emissions
down by 7%, if you think of greenhouse gases as bricks, though we
added fewer to the pile because of the pandemic than the previous year,
the number of bricks on the pile still rose. Nations, businesses and
individuals need to cut their emissions down a minimum further 7.6%
this year and so on each year, remembering that the reduction targets
are not targets as such but represent catastrophic concentrations of
atmospheric greenhouses gases that we must not breach to keep within
a global rise in temperature of 1.5ºC. On the positive side, although
climate change is an existential problem and becomes a more massive
challenge if we delay any longer, the solutions are there. Failure
(continuing as usual) is not a viable option. Like any journey, it helps
to know where you’re starting from – measuring how large your carbon
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footprint is with one of the many online carbon calculators. From there
we can work out how to make our 7.6% reduction each year. It’s in
everyone’s self-interest to do so. Skeptical? Look at Arguments in the
Skeptical Science web-site for a list of the myths vs what the science
tells us.
Somerset Nature Recovery Network
Somerset is an amazing county with a diverse range of wildlife and
nature; but with the impacts of climate change and decline in
biodiversity becoming more prominent, our natural environment is
under pressure. But nature can also provide us with an answer; from
carbon storage, pollination, providing clean air and water, to helping
us with our mental health and wellbeing. Simon Clarke from Somerset
Wildlife Trust is giving a webinar talk open to all in Milborne Port
about the wide range of benefits that nature provides for us and how by
putting the protection of nature at the heart of our decision making in
Milborne Port we can help restore a ‘Nature Recovery Network’ across
the county and positively tackle these vital issues. Do email us to be
sent the link, and with any questions and ideas before the event to
forward to Simon. There will be also be plenty of time for Q and A on
the day: Monday 18th January 2021, 7.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m.
Everyone can help: local authorities, farmers, gardeners, anyone with
a window ledge. As we eagerly await spring, it can be fun and bring
hope to plan what we can each do - whether it’s your garden or a field,
identifying the wiggly bits, the corners, the boggy or very stony bits, or
even all around the edges that might be left - for nature to grow, or to
sow and plant plants for pollinators and wild flowers. To banish the
pesticides and bin the strim! Let’s share our ideas, plans and questions
on 18th January.
Here’s to a greener, cleaner, healthier, happier new year!
milborneportclimateaction@gmail.com
https://network23.org/milbornecan/
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What to Watch for in the January Night Sky
One of the most spectacular sights that dominates the January night
sky is the constellation Orion the Hunter, easily identified by the three
stars that form the Hunter’s Belt. Orion faces the charging bull Taurus.
The two brightest stars in Orion are
Rigel a bluish star that lies below
Orion’s belt and forms the
southwest
corner
of
the
constellation. The second star is
Betelgeuse, a red star that marks
Orion’s northeast corner. The closer
a star is to us the brighter it will
appear. Larger stars also shine
more brightly than smaller ones.
Betelgeuse is a thousand times
larger than our own Sun and lies 720 light-years away from the Earth.
The colour of a star also indicates its surface temperature. The ‘cooler’
stars glow red, whereas hotter stars appear with increasing
temperature, orange, yellow, white, or blue. Stars change colour with
age as they cool.
Hanging from Orion’s Belt is a line of faint stars and other deep sky
objects known as Orion’s Sword. Within the sword can be found the
Orion Nebula. To the naked eye the Orion Nebula looks like a ‘smudged
star’. The Orion Nebula is a cloud of gas and dust where stars are being
formed.

January 2021 Astronomical Events
2nd: Earth is at its closest point to the Sun in its annual orbit.
3rd and 4th: the Quadrantid meteor shower peaks and will continue to
the 12th January. This year the peak display will be spoilt by bright
moonshine. The Quadrantid meteor shower occurs in the constellation
of Bootes. Find the handle of the Plough. Trace an arc through the sky
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twice the length of the Plough’s handle and you will come to the fourth
brightest star in the sky Arcturus, which is red in colour. Arcturus is
part of the kite shaped constellation Bootes.
9th to 14th: Mercury, Jupiter and Saturn lie close together soon after
sunset. Look southwest, unfortunately the three planets will be
relatively low in the sky.
13th: New Moon
28th: Full Moon
Happy New Year and good viewing.
Ganymede

MILBORNE PORT HISTORY & HERITAGE GROUP
It’s not too late to visit the Museum (The Cemetery Chapel, Wheathill
Lane) to see our new Winter display ‘The Importance of Gloves (and
Other Accessories)’. Personalised tours for individuals or family groups
can be arranged by emailing Lesley Wray (les_wray@yahoo.co.uk).
N.B. the underscore between les and wray! The museum will be opened
for each party and cleaned after each visit. The guide will be outside (or
in the lobby if it is wet) to answer any questions you may have.
Admission to the Museum is free, but donations are always welcome.
Wishing all our members and friends a very Happy and Peaceful
Christmas. May 2021 be a year of healing, hope and peace. The
indications look optimistic, that we will be able to return to some
normality in the near future. With an opportunity for us to meet again,
to listen to our speakers and enjoy each other’s company on our guided
walks. Don’t forget to visit the display of The Importance of Gloves at
the Museum.
HLC
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Friends of Milborne Port Library

The Milborne Port Girls’ Choir Abroad!

As Christmas approaches, why not encourage your children to
complete the Winter Mini Challenge? This is similar to the Summer
Reading
Challenge
but you set your own
reading goal. The
Challenge began on
Tuesday 1 December
2020 and ends on 15
January
2021.
Children can sign up through the website, rate and review their books,
collect rewards and take part in Winter Mini Challenge activities. Go to
www.wintermini.org.uk. Reading records and activity sheets can
be collected from the Library Bus which from Wednesday 2 December
will be open for browsing. (And I’ve heard there is a tin of chocolates
on the counter!) Don’t forget to wear a face mask and maintain a 2 m
social distance.

Two months ago Mary Clothier wrote about the Girls’ Choir, founded
in 1948 by Harold Sinclair. Here are some more of their adventures.

The Book Group and Story time continue to flourish. Last week’s Story
Time book was The Elf on the Shelf by Carol V. Aebersold and Chanda
A. Bell.
Christmas opening hours are as follows:
Tuesday 22nd Dec 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.
Closed Christmas Day
Closed Boxing Day
Tuesday 29th - same as 22nd Dec
Closed New Year’s Day
Saturday 2nd Jan 9.30 am to 12.30 pm
Jill Spring
jspring51@gmail.com
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The pinnacle of our “career” in the choir was an exchange visit to
Germany in 1953. We went under the auspices of one of the first
exchange visits after the war, so that we should be friends, the
beginnings of what became the EU.
This trip was very exciting, as none of us had ever left England. We
went by ferry from Dover to Ostend, taking our own coach with us. We
drove to Brussels, stayed a night there, on to Liege, then broke down in
Dusseldorf. Our journey ended in Hannover.
We stayed in a forest for the first night in a wooden building. (I believe
school summer accommodation). One thing that stands out was the
duvets, we had never seen them before and did not really know what to
do with them. After that we stayed in a refugee boys’ home in
Hannover. It caused great excitement to have 14 girls there! The meals
were basic at the boys’ home: a great deal of boiled potatoes, cabbage
and boiled sausages. There was still a lot of bomb damage in the city,
but I thought Hannover was beautiful.
We did experience a little animosity, but
overall people were friendly and keen to
meet us. One Sunday morning we sang
in a church in Wennigsen and there met
up with a local choir. Each member
invited us home for lunch and so we
made a special friend. I met Klaus Dieter
Kremp, who took me to his home and his
mother served a lovely Sunday lunch
(the best I had). We are still friends after
67 years!
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We travelled around to many places and did 14 concerts in 10 days,
including a large opulent theatre, hospitals, church and schools. On
the last day we sang in a forest, the stage was made of earth in a
clearing. The path to the stage was lined with lights and there was a lot
of reciprocal singing with the other choir and dancing and apple juice
in the local hostelry. It was a great end to a lovely experience.
We all had matching
dresses. This was quite a
feat so soon after the war as
clothing was rationed on
coupons. The way round
this was to use white net –
which was not on coupons.
The dresses looked more
like ballet dresses, but were
most effective. We also had
cloaks to wear so that our
dresses were not crushed. These were full length and lined with satin.
Mrs Craggs was our dressmaker and she worked wonders sourcing the
materials for our outfits. Our final dresses were of Kingfisher poplin,
which we made ourselves, by this time rationing was gradually coming
to an end. We only wore those Kingfisher dresses once for our final
concert in 1959. After that concert - much to our dismay - Mr Sinclair
announced he was leaving. He had been organist and Director of Music
here and for the Diocese of Bath & Wells for around 30 years, but
following a disagreement with the church over repairs to the Organists’
house (Moberleys in Chapel Lane), he decided to go.
It was a sad day, but we have happy memories of a person who made
life interesting at a difficult time of austerity following WWII .
Mary Clothier
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Richard Duckworth’s Local History

THE ONE GOLDEN THREAD
This is the story of a girl who was born in
Milborne Port, who was killed by her
husband way back in 1934, and it was a
case that made legal history, and
changed British Law. The title The One
Golden Thread, was used by the
author John Mortimore QC, for his
wonderful creation of Rumpole of the
Bailey.
Way
back
in
1934,
Reginald
Woolmington, a 21-year-old farm
labourer, worked on a farm run by a Mr
Cheeseman in Oborne. The Milborne
Port connection came in when he
married a girl from Milborne Port called
Violet Smith on the 25th August 1934, and they then went to live in
Castleton, Sherborne. He was called at that time a man of good
character. The marriage soon fell in difficulties, for it was on the 22 nd
November 1934 that Violet went back to the house of her widowed
mother, Lillian, at 24 Newtown. Reginald wanted his wife to go back
and live with him, but she refused! Next door to Lillian Smith lived her
sister, Mrs Brine. On the morning of 10th December 1934, Mrs Brine
could hear Reginald's voice shouting, “Are you coming back home or
not?” She heard the back door of No 24 slam shut, and then the sound
of a gun going off . Looking out of the front window, she saw Reginald
outside, and asked him if everything was all right, but he made no
answer and rode off on his bike. Mrs Brine then went into No 24, and
saw her niece lying on the floor in a pool of blood. Violet had been shot
through the heart!
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Reginald was charged with wilful murder of his wife Violet
Woolmington. It later turned out, that on the 10th December he had
stolen a double barrelled shotgun, from his employer’s barn, and sawn
off the barrels, throwing the bits cut off into a nearby stream. He
claimed that he didn't want to kill Violet, but just to scare her into
coming back home with him, and the gun was used as a threat to kill
himself, if she didn't come back with him, but that the gun had gone off
by accident, and Violet was shot through the heart. It took the jury only
1 hour 25 minutes to find Reginald guilty, and on Valentine’s Day of
1935, he was sentenced to death.
Woolmington appealed to the Court of Appeal, in the March of 1935.
Woolmington had relied on the argument that the judge had
misdirected the jury, by saying that due to the circumstances of the
case, he was then presumed in law, to have been guilty to having
murdered his wife Violet, unless he could satisfy the jury, that the death
of his wife, was just an accident! The jury took even less time, 1 hour 9
min's, to uphold Woolmington's conviction. In directing the jury Judge
Swift, in common law president, cited a case Rex v Greenacre (1837)
which stated: “In every charge for murder ,the fact of killing first
proved,… the law presumeth the fact to have been founded in malice,
unless the contrary appeareth”
However, this wasn't the end of the matter, as there was a further
appeal to the House of Lords, and this was when this ground breaking
judgement was given by Viscount Sankey: "Throughout the web of
the English Criminal Law one golden thread is always to be
seen that it is the duty of the prosecution to prove the
prisoner's guilt … If, at the end of and on the whole of the case,
there is a reasonable doubt, created by the evidence given by
either the prosecution or the prisoner... the prosecution has not made
out the case and the prisoner is entitled to an acquittal. No matter
what the charge or where the trial, the principle that the
prosecution must prove the guilt of the prisoner is part of
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the common law of England and no attempt to whittle it down
can be entertained."
So for the second time in history, a Milborne Port legal case became a
key example in case law, taught to every law student! Some more
fascinating detail on this case next month!
Richard Duckworth

Winter Driving Advice from PCSO Megan Day
Some seasonal driving tips this month in the event that the cold
weather has reached us by the time you are reading this.
1. Ensure your vehicle is in good working order – lights, wiper
blades and screen wash, tyres and a good reliable battery.
2. Try and have suitable clothing with you in case you become
stranded. Keep your mobile charged. Do you have a torch in
the car?
3. Keep an eye on the weather and listen to a forecast if planning
a long journey – do you really need to travel?
4. Before setting off, ensure all the windows of the vehicle are
free from ice and condensation – it is an offence to try and
drive with a vehicle’s windows obscured.
If you end up driving on
snow and ice:
·
·
·
·

Reduce your speed.
Avoid harsh braking and
acceleration, or sharp steering.
Get into a low gear early and use brakes gently when slowing
for a bend or a junction – be ‘smooth’ with your actions.
If you become stuck and cannot free the vehicle, stay with the
vehicle and call for help.
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MILBORNE PORT CONTACTS

There is plenty more guidance and information on the web. The AA
and RAC both offer good advice on how to prepare for and drive in
adverse conditions.
I am now working with Tim in Wincanton, please feel free to contact
either myself or Tim if you have any policing issues.

PARISH CHURCH: ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
Staff
Vicar
Reader
Churchwardens

Revd Sarah Godfrey
Mrs Pat Elliott
Mrs Jacquie Hall
Mrs Nicki Edwards

250248
250353
250328
251505

Organist
Vergers
Magazine Editor
Magazine Advertising
& Magazine Treasurer
Parish Secretary
Tower Captain & Sec:
PCC Secretary
Church Treasurer
& Stewardship Recorder
Church House Treasurer
Parish Church of St Peter, Goathill:
Milborne Wick Church:
Church House Bookings:

Mrs Rachel Willetts
Mr & Mrs Ronnie Goodman
Mrs Linda Mumford
Mr Robin Bawtree

01935 813958
250964
33495
251359

admin@milborneportchurches.org.uk
Mr & Mrs David Wales
Mrs Susan Wales
Mr Robert Hall

250326
250660
250660
250328

Mr Ben Grundy
Church Warden: Mrs Trudy West
Prowarden: John Sprake
www.mpchouse.org.uk or Christine Porter

01747 854873
01935 815342
250243
250821

Other Useful Church contacts

Megan Day
PCSO 6685
Wincanton Beat Team | Avon and Somerset Police
Contact: 101

email megan.day@avonandsomerset.police.uk

MAGAZINE DEADLINES
All entries for the February 2021 issue of the
magazine to the editor please by Saturday
January 23rd at 12 noon latest.
Distributors on Friday January 29th at 2 p.m.
Editor’s email :
magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk
Linda will acknowledge all email contributions. If you do not receive
a reply, or if you are unable to use email, please ring her on 01963
33495
Please send your photographs of scenes in and around Milborne Port,
for consideration as our cover photo of the month, to the same
address.

OTHER LOCAL CHURCHES
Roman Catholic Church (Wincanton) Father Louis Beasley-Suffolk
ReBorne Community Church
Minister Adrian Bright

34408
07975 755032

OTHER INFORMATION
Doctors
Vet

Drs Beattie, Bulley, Wyer, Smith, Esteves and French
Southhill Veterinary Group, The Old Glove Factory,
1-2 North Street, Milborne Port
Mrs R. Eyres
Mr Simon Pritchard, Town Hall
Sarah Dyke
Ms S Shire
Claire Andrews
Andy Maidment
Booking Clerk: Mr M Lancaster
Mrs Pam Burr
Non Emergency
Emergencies

Primary School
Clerk to Parish Council
District Councillor
Registrar
Spirit of Milborne Port
Village Hall
WI Secretary:
Police
PCSO on duty (Wincanton)
Library
Pharmacist
Over 65s Tuesday Lunch Club

250255
250366
251268
07979 535542
435008
07729 582 669
07973 987523
251217
251757
101
999
101
The Jolly Book Bus in East Street Car Park
07396 587767
Tuesdays 9.30 - 12.30 and 2 - 4; Fridays and Saturdays 9.30 - 12.30
Ty and Mansur Lawal, Milborne Port Pharmacy
250259
Maureen Lock
250433
Sue Scott
250333

Milborne Port community website and diary

www.milborneport.org.uk

Parish Council website www.milborneportpc.org.uk

Benefice website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk
To have a copy of this magazine delivered to your house each month,
Please contact Mrs Liz Redman, 4 Higher Kingsbury Close (251145)
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250334

Printed by Shelleys the Printers Ltd – 01935 815364

- 35 -

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM
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To advertise in this space
call
01963 251359

MARK DEWBERRY
BUILDER

Carer

Extensions, Garages,
Patios, Brickwork,
Stonework, Roofing,
General Maintenance

Offers quality care support in your own home.
Home live-in if required.
Excellent references. CRB Checked.
Fully insured.
Many years experience of working in care.

House Maintenance
Extensions Undertaken

Call

Tel: 01963 250353 or 01747 850474
www.dorsetvintageweddingcars.com

to discuss your requirements.

G DOWN
&
B Tree Surgeons

MARTIN WHITE

RHS DIPLOMA CERTIFIED

Tel: 01963 250355
or 07419 585547
Email: martinwhite44@aol.com

General Building Work

07723-999043 0r 01963-251267

Tel: 07790 155 857

Garden Planning
& Maintenance

DORSET VINTAGE WEDDING CARS

STEPHANIE DAY

Commercial & Domestic • Established over 60 years
Full Liability Insurance • Free Estimates
Tree surgery • Pruning • Felling • Hedge trimming
Stump removal • Wood chipping service
COVERING SOMERSET & DORSET

Tel. 01963 250005
Mobile: 07976 934252

Orchard Dene, Wick Road,
Milborne Port, Sherborne.
DT9 5HN.
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ABOVE & BEYOND
ROOFING

Specialist in old properties.
All aspects of roofing covered.
Fascia boards, guttering & sofits.
Stone work & repointing.

‘A bespoke flooring service’

CARPETS - VINYLS - LAMINATES NATURALS - CONTRACT FLOORING ACCESSORIES

35 years experience
in the building trade.

All supplied and fitted

For a free quote call Glen
01963 441276 - Mobile 07855 743796

STEVE SHEPPARD
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07836 318933 / 01963 250995
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33 Sparrow Road, Yeovil BA21 4BT
Tel: (01935) 479913 Email: clive@ajwakely.com

16 Newland, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3JQ
Tel: (01935) 816817 Email: sherborne@ajwakely.com

The Old Police Station, Carrington Way, Wincanton, BA9 9JS
Tel: (01963) 31310 Email: wincanton@ajwakely.com
2 Abbey Street, Crewkerne TA18 7LF
Tel: (01460) 74547 Email: crewkerne@ajwakely.com

Southhill Vets

To advertise
in this space
call
01963 251359

Southhill Vets
Surgery times by Appointment
Monday
9am to 6pm
Tuesday
8.30am to 6pm
Wednesday
9am to 4pm
Thursday
8.30am to 6pm
Friday
9am to 6pm
Saturday
11.30am to 12.30pm
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Southhill Vets Tel: 01963 33226
also at Balsam Fields, Wincanton;
6 Station Road, Templecome; Manor Road, Mere
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WH&J HENSHAW LTD

TO OMER

Joinery Manufacturers

T R E E S E RV I C E S
Makers of high quality purpose
built joinery products
Doors : Windows : Stairs
Conservatories : Foldasides
Box Sashes etc
Softwood / Hardwood

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Caundlewood Interiors
Carpentry, Joinery
and Property Maintenance

07531291429

Including all glazing and
ironmongery requirements

joe@caundlewood.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS
01963 250088 | 07515 030 611

Tel: 01963 364123
10 Station Road Business Park
Stalbridge, DT10 2RN
www.henshawjoinery.co.uk

Tree Surgery
Hedge Cutting
Stump Removal
Fully Insured
Free Quotations

www.toomertreeservices.com
toomertreeservices@outlook.com

Various Bespoke Joinery Items
Made and Fitted

Helen Lockey

DipFH MCFHP MAFHP ITEC(Dip)

Foot Health Pracitioner
& Massage Therapist

New Kitchens - Granite Worksurfaces

Kitchen Refurbishments - Replacement Doors

Adam Porter

Private, professional footcare & massage
in the comfort of your own home

Northover, Ilchester,
Somerset, BA22 8LD

01935 849559

Ingrown toenails
Diabetic footcare
Fungal infections

07766 002074

sales@apkitchens.co.uk
www.apkitchens.co.uk
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Callus & Corns
Nail trimming
Lower limb & foot massage

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Westree Company est 1975

Tree surgery, landscaping and timber building manufacturers
Pruning, felling, hedge trimming, stump removal,
Logs/firewood, planting and tree surveys
All types of Fencing, patios, walls, turfing etc.

Garden Sheds, Field shelters, stables and other timber structures.
Jeremy Pitman, Unit 6 Marsh Lane, Henstridge, BA8 0TG

01963 362615 enquiries@westreecompany.co.uk
www.westreecompany.co.uk

CHURCH HOUSE
HALL for HIRE






•
•

Main hall (max. 100 people)
Ideal for events & private par es
Well equipped kitchen
Enclosed garden
Separate small mee ng room

•
•

Packing Service
Man & Van

www.stalbridgeremovals.co.uk
01963 204205
07745 858440

www.mpchouse.org.uk

A family run business
providing an affordable
removal service and storage,
contact us for a free quote
stalbridgeremovals@hotmail.com

Or call Chris ne on 01963 250821
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Removals
Storage

Oborne Road, Sherborne, DT9 3RU
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