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Sunday 7 February 2021 - 2nd Sunday before Lent 

 

 

Dear friends, 

This Sunday we hear the opening of St John’s Gospel that is usually heard on Christmas Day. 

Today it is heard again but in the context of contemplating creation and a letter that Paul 

wrote to “the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae”.  The letter 

contains a hymn which states 4 things about Christ. 

• He is the Image of God;  

• He is responsible for Creation;  

•All things hold together in him; and  

• God's fullness is in him 

St Paul when he was speaking about God to the Greeks said, ‘In him we live and move and 

have our being’ This is a wonderful reality to discover; we need not seek God for we are in 

God and his presence is love 

Sometimes I think we make things too complicated.   

So here a simpler story. 

There is a fountain in India with fish around it.  On the fountain are the words by the Indian 

poet Kabir; “I laugh if I hear the fish in the sea are thirsty.  I laugh if I hear man goes in 

search of God. 

Just think of a little fish living in a mighty ocean being told its whole life depends on water. 

One morning it sets out to find water.  It leaves its home and travels to cold seas, but it cannot 

find water there.  It then travels south to warmer climes, still seeking, but it cannot see water 

there.  It searches all of the seas and all this time is restless and weary, spending much of its 

energy.  At last it meets an old fish on the seabed and asks, ‘Where is the water for I would 

like some?’ And the wise old fish replies. ‘Do you not know you live in the water; you move 

in the water, you only exist because of the water?  There is no need for you to look for it, you 

are in it.  If you did not have it you would die.  Enjoy being in it; know that it is all around 

you.’  This was wonderful news; there was no need to seek but there was a chance to enjoy 

the element in which it lived. 



Collect 

Almighty God, 

you have created the heavens and the earth 

and made us in your own image: 

teach us to discern your hand in all your works 

and your likeness in all your children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, 

now and for ever. 

 

 

 

Readings 

Colossians 1.15–20 

15  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all things in 

heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 

or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; 

he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 

everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God 

was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 

peace through the blood of his cross.  

 

John 1.1–14 

 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 

was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it.  

6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  

10  He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to 

all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 

who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  

14  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 

of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

 



Services this week: 

Sunday 7th February - 2nd Sunday before Lent 

Sunday service on zoom 

Joining details: 

Time: Feb 7th, 2021 10:30 AM London 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82960465833?pwd=bWtoMncweGU4VXB6YjlVa3JHVEtzdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 829 6046 5833 

Passcode: 305361 

 

 

Thursday 11th February 10.30am    

A service of spiritual communion with Sarah via telephone. 

Joining instructions: 

 

Using your telephone (landline OR mobile) dial: 0333 0164 757 

  

See if you can put your phone on ‘speaker’ or ‘hands free’ so that you can move it away from 

your ear. This isn’t essential but might make it easier for you. 

You will hear a woman’s voice saying “Welcome to Whypay (and a short marketing message)” 

then, “Please enter your conference room number followed by the hash key”. So using your 

keypad type in: 

  

55373818 # this is the Room Number 

  

You will then hear the same voice say “Please enter your Guest Pin followed by the hash key” 

So using your keypad type in: 

  

5047 # this is the Guest Pin 

  

When you are connected if you are the first on the line some music will play, when someone 

arrives you will hear a tone, just say hello to each other and when everyone is there we will 

begin. 

  

The service sheet is on our website and is called phone communion.. If you want a hard copy 

please ask Sarah. Please dial in from 10.20am  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82960465833?pwd=bWtoMncweGU4VXB6YjlVa3JHVEtzdz09


Back to Church 

Whilst the country is in lockdown our PCCs have made the decision to worship together 

online. The worship committee met last week to discuss when or how we would decide when it 

is the right time to return to worshipping in our church buildings. We have decided that we will 

not return until the children are fully back in school. At the moment we are aiming for Sunday 

March 21
st

 (Passion Sunday-the week before Palm Sunday) in the hope that the majority of our 

congregations will have been vaccinated by then. In the meantime we will be revising all our 

risk assessments. 

 

 

Notices: 

 

Pancake Day - Tuesday 16
th

 February. Would anyone like to gather together on zoom at 4pm 

to compare pancakes? Do you think we could have some fun with this? 

 

Lent - Ash Wednesday is on the 17
th

 February.  There will be a service at 7pm via Zoom. 

There will be a Lent group running on Wednesday afternoons/evenings starting on the 3
rd

 

March.  Last year our course on prayer was cut short. We’ll begin again.  Sadly, we won’t be 

able to meet together beforehand to eat. Neither will we be able to hold our usual Lent lunches 

unless someone can figure out how we can do this online. 

 

Bob Lock - A big thank you to the British Legion for donating daffodils in memory of Bob 

Lock. An even bigger thankyou to Dennis Baillie for getting on his knees and planting 300 

bulbs along the railing at the front of St Johns Church!! We look forward to them flowering 

next spring. 


