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5th Sunday of Easter 

 

  

 

Dear friends, 

 

Last week we heard Jesus say ‘I am the Good shepherd’ this week we hear, ‘I am the true vine.  

Those listening  to Jesus knew their scriptures well. The vine was an image for Israel, God’s people.  

 

•          The psalmist says God brought the vine out of Egypt and planted it in good land.   

•          Isaiah made up a song about God’s vineyard.  

•          Hosea spoke of God finding Israel like grapes in the wilderness.   

 

In each case something went wrong. In the psalms, foreigners ravage the vineyard and wild animals 

uprooted it.  In Isaiah the vines bear wild grapes instead of good. And so on, until here at the heart of 
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John’s gospel we hear Jesus say to his disciples ‘I am the true vine’, the true vine and the disciples are 

the branches whose task it was to bear fruit by sharing in his life.  He is calling his followers both 

then and now to be joined to him , to share in his life and so become God’s true people. 

The branches are all intertwined and twisted together. They all run together as they grow out to the 

central vine. It reminds us that we are in this together, the branches encircle each one completely.   

The amount of healthy grapes each branch produces depends on its relationship to the vine and 

nothing else.  What matters for us is that each individual is rooted in Jesus and intimately known by 

him. 

The church is a community in which its members are known for the acts of love they do together. 

There is only one measure of your place in the faith community and that is to love as Jesus has. The 

mark of a faithful community is how it loves, not who its members are.  Together we must be 

prepared to be pruned and reshaped continually so that we reflect that love.  

  

 

 

 

Services 

 

Sunday May 2nd Easter 5 

Acts 8.2-end/John 15.1-8 

9am - Holy Communion in Charlton Horethorne 

10.30am - Holy communion in Milborne Port 

6pm - Evensong in Stowell 

 

Wednesday 5th 

10.30am - Midweek communion in Milborne Port 

 

  

 

And next week: 

Sunday May 9th Easter 6 

Acts 10.44 - end/John 15.9 - 19 

9am - Holy Communion in Goathill 

10.30am - Holy communion in Milborne Port 

6pm - Evensong in Charlton Horethorne 

 

  

 



  

 

 

Warning!  

The path in front of Milborne Port Church is being 

resurfaced.  There is no access into church via the main door this 

week.  Please use the tarmac path on the South side of church to 

cross the churchyard. Enter the church via the south door half way 

down church. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday 2nd May 2021 

 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

your wounds declare your love for the world 

and the wonder of your risen life: 

give us compassion and courage 

to risk ourselves for those we serve, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

Readings 

Acts 8.26–end † 

26  Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This 

is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 

Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 

reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him 

reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ 31 He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ 

And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

     so he does not open his mouth.  

33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

   Who can describe his generation? 

     For his life is taken away from the earth.’  

34The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’ 35 Then Philip 

began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were going along the road, 

they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ 38 He commanded the 

chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of 

the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found 

himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.  

 

John 15.1–8 

15 ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2 He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears 

fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I 

abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the 

vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever 

does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you 

abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you 

bear much fruit and become my disciples.  

 



 

 

Post Communion 

Eternal God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: 

grant us to walk in his way, 

to rejoice in his truth, 

and to share his risen life; 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

  

 

 

The closing of our marriage registers 

 

From May 4th 2021, the registration of all marriages whether civil or in Church is changing. The 

new registration process will enable all marriages to be recorded and stored online. A good thing is 

that the details of mothers will be included on the marriage certificate for the first time.  

The main impact of this change is that church will no longer give couples a legal certificate of 

marriage. Church marriage registers as we have always known them will be closed. The 

responsibility for registering the marriage now lies with the local civil Registrar of the district where 

the marriage takes place. The marriage certificate will be issued to the couple by the Register office 

when we have let them know that the marriage has taken place in church. Weddings in Church 

will still continue! 

The Church has been closely involved in witnessing and solemnising marriages since the 11th 

century, and from the Reformation parishes were required to keep written record of all those 

married in their churches, a requirement formalised in Canon 70 of 1610, which remained in force 

until the 18th century.  The Marriage Act 1836 provided for the duplicate green register books with 

we are all so familiar, and whose use comes to an end on the 4th May 2021.  For centuries it has 

been our privilege as a church, entrusted to us by the state, to keep these legal records of 

marriages.    In years to come the legal record of all marriages will be held nationally by the 

Registrar-General, but we shall still rejoice to welcome couples to marry here, and pray that God will 

bless and support them in their unions.   

On May 4th I am required by law to close our marriage registers. I will say special prayers in each 

church on the following Sunday to close the registers and pray for couples that have married in our 

churches in the past and those that will marry in our churches in the future.  

We have always had special books in all our churches where we record baptisms and funerals. For 

historical continuity we will be purchasing a book for each church in the benefice to record all the 

marriages that take place in the future. Each book will cost £25. If anyone would like to help with 

this cost of each for Milborne Port, Goathill or Charlton Horethorne let Sarah know 

  

  

 



 

 

 

 

Envelopes will be available at the back of St John’s from Sunday, 9th May.   

Please hand your gift to Anne Salkeld, Clare Silk, Felicity John, Margaret Curtis or David Johnson or 

you may post it through the door of the Vicarage.   

Your kindness will be much appreciated. 

  

 

 

 

 

Prayer Resources & Keeping in Touch 

 

For keeping in touch: 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church 

@milborneportchurches 

  

This is where we can connect. 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

 

Here is a link to a Church of England booklet of Prayers to use during the coronavirus 

outbreak.  Go and see, it’s excellent.   

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-

04/Prayer%20Book%20Digital%20Single%20Pages%202%20April.pdf 
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