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Sunday 3rd May 

4th Sunday of Easter  

 Dear friends 

There is a certain irony that at Easter, at a time 

when we most long to gather with our friends 

and family, we cannot. Out of love we have to 

keep our distance to keep each other safe. 

 

It is ironic because gathering is what the church 

does. 

 

It gathers when we are broken 

It gathers when we want to remember 

It gathers to share God’s peace 

It gathers when we want to bless each other 

with our presence. 

It has gathered against all odds, in times of exile, 
in times of pain. 

It gathers in hope and in anticipation 

 

And yet during this crisis we love each other 

too much to risk it and we see keyworkers lay-

ing down their lives for to save ours. 

 

Right now we are in a state of grief and disbelief 

but I do know that sometime in the future we 

will look back when we share bread and wine 

together and we will remember because that’s 

what the church does. It remembers the exile, 

the longing, the tears and the sighing, the prom-

ise, the taking, the blessing and the breaking and 

sharing. It gathers and it remembers. It chooses 

to become what it believes.  

 

Our collect, the gathering prayer for today 

speaks of that longing to be gathered together 

by Jesus. When we gather together again to 

share bread and wine may we look back and 

remember. May we remember that even during 

a lockdown the church found ways to gather 

and the spirit broke into every home through 

our screens and that Jesus opened the gate to 

anyone who knocked and may we remember 

how the church shared bread pasta and loo 

rolls and love.  

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

For keeping in touch 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church Mil-

borne Port  @milborneportchurches 

 

I will also be writing a blog for those who are not on 

facebook.   

https://wordpress.com/milborneportchurches 

This is where we can connect together on line 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

Charlton Horethorne School Assemblies 

We send our love to our teachers and children 

learning in a new way from home. Sarah continues to 

lead collective worship once a week..  The value for 

this half term is Justice.  If you would like a peek of 

what they join in with they are posted here 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCBke8ik5dwya50eioAZNLew 

Prayer resources 
 
Church of England Website 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 
 
Or download the Time to Pray app 
Sarah will be using this. Join her virtu-
ally at 9am and 5pm so we can pray 

the office together 

Giving 

During the crisis whilst we are having to keep physi-

cal distance from each other and cannot meet in our 

church building or do our usual fund-raising activities, 

it is vital that we maintain our financial giving.  

If you are currently using the envelope scheme please 

remember to put some money aside each week.  

If you do online banking you can make a donation by 

BACs  

Let Sarah know and she will give you the sort code 

and account numbers for each church 



Sunday 3rd May 

4th Sunday of Easter 

 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 

teach us to hear your voice 

and to follow your command, 

that all your people may be gathered into one 

flock, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Readings 

 

Acts 2.42–end  
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and the prayers.  
43  Awe came upon everyone, because many won-

ders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44 

All who believed were together and had all things 

in common; 45 they would sell their possessions 

and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as 

any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much 

time together in the temple, they broke bread at 

home and ate their food with glad and generous 

hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of 

all the people. And day by day the Lord added to 

their number those who were being saved.  

 

Psalm 23 

1  The Lord is my shepherd; • 

   therefore can I lack nothing. 

2  He makes me lie down in green pastures • 

   and leads me beside still waters. 

3  He shall refresh my soul • 

   and guide me in the paths of righteousness for 

his name’s sake. 

4  Though I walk through the valley of the shad-

ow of death, 

      I will fear no evil; • 

   for you are with me; 

      your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5  You spread a table before me 

      in the presence of those who trouble me; • 

   you have anointed my head with oil 

      and my cup shall be full. 

6  Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow 

me 

      all the days of my life, • 
   and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for 

ever. 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading 

 

John 10.1–10 

10 ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not 

enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 

another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who 

enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 

The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 

sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought 

out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the 

sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 

They will not follow a stranger, but they will run 

from him because they do not know the voice of 

strangers.’ 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with 
them, but they did not understand what he was 

saying to them.  
7  So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell 

you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came 

before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep 

did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever 

enters by me will be saved, and will come in and 

go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to 

steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 

have life, and have it abundantly.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, has 

launched a free national phone line as a simple 

new way to bring worship and prayer into peo-

ple’s homes while church buildings are closed be-

cause of the coronavirus.  

Daily Hope, offers music, prayers and reflections 

as well as full worship services from the Church of 

England at the end of a telephone line. 

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 

0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly with 

those unable to join online church services during 

the period of restrictions in mind. 

 

Please could you pass this number on to 

those you know who do not have access to 

the internet. 

 

 


