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Sunday 5th July 

Trinity 4 

 

Dear friends 

Too often, we want to handle things ourselves, rather 

than hand our burdens over to Christ. Too often we 

are like the mountain climber in the old joke who 

slipped and fell on a difficult cliff. He grabbed a branch 

and hung on as tightly as he could. He shouted out, “Is 

there anyone up there? Help me!” A voice came from 

the skies and said, “I am the God who loves you. I will 

save you if you let go.” The climber thought for a few 

moments and then said, “Is there anyone else up 

there?” Too often we are reluctant to let go. But Jesus 

has promised, we can.  

Sometimes we don’t ask for God’s help, because we 

don’t think we’re actually deserving of it. We see our-

selves as too broken to be of any use. God never ever 

sees us this way. God loves us and can use us, as weary 

and broken as we may be.   So here is a well known 

story for you today about God using our brokenness. 

 

A water bearer in India had two large pots, each hung 

on each end of a yoke he carried across his shoulders. 

One of the pots had a crack in it, and while the other 

pot was perfect and always delivered a full portion of 

water at the end of the long walk from the stream to 

the master’s house, the cracked pot arrived only half 

full. For a long time, this went on daily, with the water 

bearer delivering only one and a half pots of water to 

his master’s house. The cracked pot was ashamed of its 

imperfection, and miserable that it was able to carry 

only half a load of water. One day it spoke to the water 

bearer. “I am ashamed and I want to apologize to you.” 

“Why?” asked the water bearer. “What are you 

ashamed of?”   

“I have been able to deliver only half my load because 

this crack in my side causes water to leak out all the 

way back to your master’s house.”  The water bearer 

replied, “As we return to the master’s house, I want 

you to notice the beautiful flowers along the path.” And 

as they went up the hill, the cracked pot noticed the 

sun warming the beautiful flowers on the side of the 

path. This cheered the pot some, but he still felt bad 

about being broken. 

 The water bearer said to the pot, “Did you notice that 

there were flowers only on your side of the path, but 

not on the other pot’s side? That’s because I have al-

ways known about your flaw, and I used it. I planted 

flower seeds on your side of the path, and every day 

while we walk back from the stream, you’ve watered 

them. For years now I have been able to pick these 

beautiful flowers to decorate my master’s table. With-

out you being just the way you are, he would not have 

this beauty to grace his house.” 

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church Mil-

borne Port  @milborneportchurches 

 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

For your prayers this week 

Please pray for the Sprake family and for healing 

for Chris after his quadbike accident 

Also for Dermot and Roger in hospital 

 

Prayer resources 
 
Church of England Website 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 
 
Or download the Time to Pray app 
Sarah will be using this. Join her virtu-
ally at 9am and 5pm so we can pray 

the office together 

Giving  

During the crisis whilst cannot meet in our church 

building or do our usual fund-raising activities, it is 

vital that we maintain our financial giving.  

If you are currently using the envelope scheme please 

remember to put some money aside each week.  

If you do online banking you can make a donation by 

BACs  

Let Sarah know and she will give you the sort code 



Sunday 5th July 2020 

Trinity 4 
Collect 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 

increase and multiply upon us your mercy; 

that with you as our ruler and guide 

we may so pass through things temporal 

that we lose not our hold on things eternal; 

grant this, heavenly Father, 

for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

Romans 7.15–25a 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do 

not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the 

law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I that do 

it, but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know 

that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my 

flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19 

For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do 

not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do what I do 

not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that 

dwells within me.  
21  So I find it to be a law that when I want to do 

what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I de-

light in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I 

see in my members another law at war with the 

law of my mind, making me captive to the law of 

sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man 

that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of 
death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ 

our Lord! 

So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of 

God, but with my flesh I am a slave to the law of 

sin.  

 

Matthew 11.16–19, 25–end 
16  ‘But to what will I compare this generation? It 

is like children sitting in the market-places and 

calling to one another,  
17 “We played the flute for you, and you did not 

dance; 

   we wailed, and you did not mourn.”  
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and 

they say, “He has a demon”; 19 the Son of Man 

came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a 

glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors 

and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her 

deeds.’  
25  At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, 

Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and the intelligent and 

have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for 

such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been 

handed over to me by my Father; and no one 

knows the Son except the Father, and no one 

knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  
28  ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are car-

rying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take 

my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my bur-

den is light.’  

 

 
Churches open for Private Prayer 

 

St John’s Milborne Port  

is open from 10am to 4pm everyday.  

The chapels are available for prayer.  Please only sit 

on the chairs and not the pews.  This will help us 

to know where to clean.  We have had to put away 

all the Bibles, prayer books and hymn books but 

you are welcome to bring your own. 

 

St Peter and St Pauls Charlton Horethorne 

is open on Wednesday and Sunday 10am –3pm 

Please only use the plastic chairs in the choir area. 

Remember to use social distancing and take care of 

each others privacy 

 

We are afraid that the churches in Goathill, Mil-

borne Wick and Stowell will remain locked for the 
time being. 

Sunday Worship 

 

Please note our Sunday zoom service is 

moving to the later time of 10.30am 

 

We will send those with email addresses 

the link for the service by Friday this week 

 

Warning:  the link for July will be different from 

June.   Please be careful this week 

 

 


