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Dear friends 

 

As we wait this week for our government to 

make a pronouncement on how restrictions will 

be gradually eased and the exit plans to the lock-

down, it interests me that the Old Testament 

reading for this week is the story of Noah.  

 

We know from the story that it rained for forty 

days and forty nights. In fact if you look carefully 

at the reading it was another 150 days until the 

waters had receded enough for the ark to come 

to rest on Mount Ararat and a further 3 months 

before Noah, his family and all the animals were 
able to leave the ark. In other words a very long 

time to get back to a normal way of life. Except, 

they were not returning to an old way of being. 

On exiting the ark, the first thing Noah did was 

worship.  He built an altar to the Lord and wor-

shipped in a new way. God blessed him and his 

family and the rainbow became a sign of God’s 

covenant of peace following the terrors of the 

flood.  

 

I long for the time that we can return to the al-

tars of our lovely church buildings and worship 

together as the body of Christ. However, I think 

it will be a long time until we can all be together 

without some sort of social distancing and safety 

measures in place. The way we worshipped be-

fore the pandemic was comforting and familiar 

but I think we need to be careful about using the 

language of ‘going back to normal’. Let’s be brave 

and start using the language of something new 

and exciting; a new way of being in the world, and 

new way of worshipping God together.  

 

 

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

For keeping in touch 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church Mil-

borne Port  @milborneportchurches 

 

I will also be writing a blog for those who are not on 

facebook.   

https://wordpress.com/milborneportchurches 

This is where we can connect together on line 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

Charlton Horethorne School Assemblies 

We send our love to our teachers and children 

learning in a new way from home. Sarah continues to 

lead collective worship once a week..  The value for 

this half term is Justice.  If you would like a peek of 

what they join in with they are posted here 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCBke8ik5dwya50eioAZNLew 

Prayer resources 
 
Church of England Website 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 
 
Or download the Time to Pray app 
Sarah will be using this. Join her virtu-
ally at 9am and 5pm so we can pray 

the office together 

Giving 

During the crisis whilst we are having to keep physi-

cal distance from each other and cannot meet in our 

church building or do our usual fund-raising activities, 

it is vital that we maintain our financial giving.  

If you are currently using the envelope scheme please 

remember to put some money aside each week.  

If you do online banking you can make a donation by 

BACs  

Let Sarah know and she will give you the sort code 

and account numbers for each church 
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Collect 

Risen Christ, 

your wounds declare your love for the world 

and the wonder of your risen life: 

give us compassion and courage 

to risk ourselves for those we serve, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Readings 

Genesis 8.1–19 

8 But God remembered Noah and all the wild 

animals and all the domestic animals that were 

with him in the ark. And God made a wind blow 

over the earth, and the waters subsided; 2 the 

fountains of the deep and the windows of the 

heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens 

was restrained, 3 and the waters gradually reced-

ed from the earth. At the end of one hundred 

and fifty days the waters had abated; 4 and in the 

seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the 

month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of 
Ararat. 5 The waters continued to abate until the 

tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day 

of the month, the tops of the mountains ap-

peared.  
6  At the end of forty days Noah opened the win-

dow of the ark that he had made 7 and sent out 

the raven; and it went to and fro until the waters 

were dried up from the earth. 8 Then he sent out 

the dove from him, to see if the waters had sub-

sided from the face of the ground; 9 but the dove 

found no place to set its foot, and it returned to 

him to the ark, for the waters were still on the 

face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand 

and took it and brought it into the ark with him. 
10 He waited another seven days, and again he 

sent out the dove from the ark; 11 and the dove 

came back to him in the evening, and there in its 

beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah 

knew that the waters had subsided from the 

earth. 12 Then he waited another seven days, and 

sent out the dove; and it did not return to him 

any more.  
15 Then God said to Noah, 16 ‘Go out of the ark, 

you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ 

wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living 

thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and ani-

mals and every creeping thing that creeps on the 

earth—so that they may abound on the earth, 

and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.’ 18 So 

Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his 

sons’ wives. 19 And every animal, every creeping 
thing, and every bird, everything that moves on 

the earth, went out of the ark by families.  

John 14.1–14 

14 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in 

God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house 

there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 

for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again and will take you to myself, so that 

where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you 

know the way to the place where I am going.’ 5 

Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?’ 
6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my 

Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him.’  
8  Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and 

we will be satisfied.’ 9 Jesus said to him, ‘Have I 

been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do 

not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 

Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 10 

Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do 

not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells 

in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do 

not, then believe me because of the works them-

selves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who be-

lieves in me will also do the works that I do and, in 

fact, will do greater works than these, because I 

am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you 

ask in my name, so that the Father may be glori-

fied in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for an-

ything, I will do it.  

 

Christian Aid Week 

May 10-16th 

 
Street collections across the country this year 
cannot go ahead because of the coronavirus. 
Christian Aid Week,  is still taking place, but 
moving online. Each day, worship will be live-
streamed and a daily quiz is being hosted with 
an opportunity to raise funds. Details can be 
found on the website, christianaid.org.uk.  
 
As this virus spreads across the world, love 
rises up in response.  
Your love protects. From storms, from 
drought, and now from coronavirus. 
Your love protects. With soap, clean water 
and medical supplies. 
 
Please visit the website for ways to contribute. 


