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Sunday 14 th June 

Trinity 1 

 
Dear friends 

 

What is the church to be about? In today's Gospel 

passage from Matthew, we learn that the church is to 

be about healing, teaching, and proclaiming the good 

news. From the very beginning of the reading, Jesus 

himself is doing these things, and finding himself facing 

crowds in desperate need. His heart is moved to com-

passion for them, possibly one of the most beautiful 

phrases that recurs in the Gospels. We too are called 

to see the need of the world, its hungers and confu-

sion, and like Jesus, we are called to be moved with 

compassion and to respond with tender care.  

 

This week we hear from our government that if we 

put in place all the necessary precautions, we will be 

permitted to open our church buildings for private 

prayer and many of us will rejoice that we can do that.   

And yet the gospel is not private, it impels us to inter-

act with the world beyond our walls.  Part of being 

church is being community. Opening buildings and 

gathering in the same place at the same time, is not 

the sum total, not the heart of what it means to be 

the church. Rather, it is who and how we are the 

church, out in the world, even if we have to exercise 

our call from a social distance for now.  

 

In our safe-distancing, we are protecting and prioritiz-

ing the most vulnerable in our midst, a core gospel 

imperative.  It's hard to go without Sunday worship, in 

person, in community, but perhaps we need to reflect 

on what we are willing to sacrifice for the sake of 

those others.  

 

The work of the church is essential. The work of car-

ing for the lonely, the marginalized, and the oppressed 

is essential. The work of speaking truth to power and 

seeking justice is essential. The work of being a loving, 

liberating, and life-giving presence in the world is es-

sential. The work of welcoming the stranger and the 

refugee is essential. The work of reconciliation and 

healing and caring is essential. The church does not 

need to 'open' because the church never 'closed.' We 

who make up the Body of Christ, the church, love 

God and our neighbours and ourselves so much that 

we will stay away from our buildings until it is safe. 

We are the church. 

 

 

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

For keeping in touch 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church Mil-

borne Port  @milborneportchurches 

 

I will also be writing a blog for those who are not on 

facebook.   

https://wordpress.com/milborneportchurches 

This is where we can connect together on line 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

The PCC of St Peter’s Church, Goathill would 

like to thank BRIDGET BUCKLAND for faithfully 

serving the Church as Treasurer, for 33 years. Any-

thing we can say will appear inadequate for the dedi-

cation Bridget has shown. Please, would anyone like 

to be our TREASURER? Although this is not an ardu-

ous task, we are a small congregation, it requires 

someone who is happy with accounting/banking on-

line.  Goathill PCC is a friendly group and you will be 

warmly welcomed. 

If you are interested, please contact Revd Sarah  

Thank you so much. Trudy West, Churchwarden. 

Prayer resources 
 
Church of England Website 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 
 
Or download the Time to Pray app 
Sarah will be using this. Join her virtu-
ally at 9am and 5pm so we can pray 

the office together 

Giving  

During the crisis whilst cannot meet in our church 

building or do our usual fund-raising activities, it is 

vital that we maintain our financial giving.  

If you are currently using the envelope scheme please 

remember to put some money aside each week.  

If you do online banking you can make a donation by 

BACs  

Let Sarah know and she will give you the sort code 



Sunday 14th June 2020 

Trinity Sunday 
 

Collect 
God of truth, 

help us to keep your law of love 

and to walk in ways of wisdom, 

that we may find true life 

in Jesus Christ your Son. 

 

Readings 

 

Romans 5.1–8 

5 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access 

to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 

our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not 

only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and 

endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint 

us, because God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 

to us. 6  For while we were still weak, at the right 

time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely 

will anyone die for a righteous person—though 

perhaps for a good person someone might actual-

ly dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in 

that while we still were sinners Christ died for 

us.  

 

Gospel Reading 

 
Matthew 9.35—10.8  
35  Then Jesus went about all the cities and villag-

es, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming 

the good news of the kingdom, and curing every 

disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because 

they were harassed and helpless, like sheep with-

out a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, 

‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are 

few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to 

send out labourers into his harvest.’  

10 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and 

gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast 

them out, and to cure every disease and every 

sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve 

apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and 

his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and 

his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; 

Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James 

son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the 

Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who be-

trayed him.  

5  These twelve Jesus sent out with the following 

instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and 

enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to 

the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, 

proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven 

has come near.” 8 Cure the sick, raise the dead, 

cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received 

without payment; give without payment  

Sunday Worship 

We are all missing seeing each other especially on 

Sundays.  Worshipping in isolation is hard. For 

those of you that have a lap top with a camera or 

a smart phone, tablet or i pad and are able to use 

zoom we are scheduling a service for 10am on 

every Sunday. 

 

Zoom is easy to use and free. Don’t worry, we 

will talk you through it beforehand (or find a 

grandchild to teach you!)  

 

We will send those with email addresses the link 

for the service by Friday this week 

 

If at 10am we find that Zoom is overloaded and 
not working we will reschedule for later in the 

day 

 

 

 

For your prayers this week 

Please pray for the Sprake family and for healing 

for Chris after his quadbike accident 

For Alex and Rhia who’s wedding has had to be 

postponed this weekend 

 

Prayer of St Teresa of Avila  

(see Romans reading) 

Let nothing disturb you, 

Let nothing frighten you, 

All things are passing away: 

God never changes. 

Patient endurance obtains all things 

Whoever has God lacks nothing; 

God alone suffices. 


