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Sunday 17th May 

6th Sunday of Easter  

 Dear Friends 

Next week the church celebrates Rogation; the 

three days in the run up to Ascension Day. In this 

benefice we would normally be meeting -along 

with the school choir- at Goathill to ask God’s 

blessing upon our farms.  

 

Lots of people tell me that they feel closer to 

God, outdoors or when they see a beautiful view. 

Hundreds of years ago the church had a festival 

called 'Rogation Sunday'. It was a day when the 

priest, in his robes, accompanied by all the villag-

ers, went outside around the boundaries of each 

parish, ‘beating the bounds’.  In the 19th century, 

the vicar, the villagers - and crowds of children - 
would tramp around the exact boundary line of 

their village. If there was a hedge in the way of 

the line - they broke it down. Often, at various 

points, boys would be 'bumped' (so that "they 

would well remember the bounds of the parish 

within which they dwell") 

                            

The whole idea began well before Christianity. 

The Romans had a festival called the 'robigalia' in 

which the people went through their fields and 

prayed to the gods to protect their crops. They 

especially prayed to the god known as 'Terminus' 

- the god of fields and boundaries. When Christi-

anity became the religion of Europe the festival 

continued, although Jesus now was the focus of 

prayers. A cross was carried around the bounda-

ry line, at various points the Bible was read or 

prayers said to ask God's blessing on the crops 

and to check that no-one had trespassed in any 

way across the border of each parish. 

 

I’m not sure that God has boundaries, no-one is 

outside of his love.   Boundaries when they are 

used to exclude people are a bad thing. Some-

times we keep God firmly within boundaries of  

our own making, perhaps we even try to confine 

him within the walls of our churches. Why do we 

do that?  Why do we want to confine God?  I 

wonder if its because if we let him loose we are 

terrified of what he might do in our lives.  

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

For keeping in touch 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church Mil-

borne Port  @milborneportchurches 

 

I will also be writing a blog for those who are not on 

facebook.   

https://wordpress.com/milborneportchurches 

This is where we can connect together on line 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

Charlton Horethorne School Assemblies 

We send our love to our teachers and children 

learning in a new way from home. Sarah continues to 

lead collective worship once a week..  The value for 

this half term is Justice.  If you would like a peek of 

what they join in with they are posted here 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCBke8ik5dwya50eioAZNLew 

Prayer resources 
 
Church of England Website 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 
 
Or download the Time to Pray app 
Sarah will be using this. Join her virtu-
ally at 9am and 5pm so we can pray 

the office together 

Giving 

During the crisis whilst we are having to keep physi-

cal distance from each other and cannot meet in our 

church building or do our usual fund-raising activities, 

it is vital that we maintain our financial giving.  

If you are currently using the envelope scheme please 

remember to put some money aside each week.  

If you do online banking you can make a donation by 

BACs  

Let Sarah know and she will give you the sort code 

and account numbers for each church 
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Collect 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your 

disciples: 

help your Church to obey your command 

and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Readings 

 

Acts 17.22–31  
22  Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and 

said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious 

you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the 

city and looked carefully at the objects of your 

worship, I found among them an altar with the 

inscription, “To an unknown god.” What there-

fore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 

you. 24 The God who made the world and every-

thing in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 

does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 

nor is he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all 

mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one 

ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 

earth, and he allotted the times of their existence 

and the boundaries of the places where they 

would live, 27 so that they would search for God 

and perhaps grope for him and find him—though 

indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For 

“In him we live and move and have our being”; as 

even some of your own poets have said, 

“For  we too are h i s  of f spr ing .”  
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to 

think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 

stone, an image formed by the art and imagina-

tion of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the 

times of human ignorance, now he commands all 

people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has 

fixed a day on which he will have the world 

judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 

appointed, and of this he has given assurance to 

all by raising him from the dead.’ 

 

John 14.15–21 
15  ‘If you love me, you will keep my command-

ments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Advocate, to be with you for 

ever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 

nor knows him. You know him, because he 

abides with you, and he will be in you.  
18  ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to 

you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer 

see me, but you will see me; because I live, you 

also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I 

am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 

They who have my commandments and keep 

them are those who love me; and those who love 

me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them 

Sunday Worship 

We are all missing seeing each other especially 

on Sundays.  Worshipping in isolation is hard. 

For those of you that have a lap top with a 

camera or a smart phone, tablet or i pad and 

are able to use zoom we are scheduling a ser-

vice for 10am on every Sunday. 

 

Sign up for zoom here https://zoom.us/ 

 

Zoom is easy to use and free. Don’t worry, we 

will talk you through it beforehand (or find a 

grandchild to teach you!)  

 

We will send those with email addresses the 

link for the service by Friday this week 
 

If you would like a quick lesson let Sarah know. 

 

Looking forward to ‘seeing’ you on Sunday 

 

 

 

Rogation Service 

Please see the  church website for a short Rogation 

service and pictures of Goathill. 


