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Sunday 19th April 

2nd Sunday of Easter  

 Prayer for this week 

Ah my dear Lord, the church is locked 

but let my heart be open to your presence; 

there let us make, you and I, 

your Easter garden; 

plant it with flowers, 

and let the heavy stone be rolled away. 

by Alan Amos 

We are the Church 

Dear friends 

This Sunday, the Sunday after Easter, is often 

considered a kind of low time in the Christian 
season. The big build up to Easter has come and 

gone – the resurrection has been celebrated.  

Vicars go on holiday. We even call it Low Sunday. 

But it’s not the kind of Low we might imagine. It’s 

very different. The Low in Low Sunday comes 

from the Latin Laus – meaning praise. 

So instead of having a lull in the proceedings, we 

continue the celebration and that’s as it should 

be, because of Easter nothing can ever be the 

same again. 

 

Our gospel reading this morning takes us back to 

the reality of Easter. The disciples are huddled 

together in fear behind locked doors. Maybe we 

can  imagine just some of the things going 

through their minds as we too find ourselves in 

lockdown with no idea when this time of isola-

tion will end.  

  

Jesus didn’t have any trouble finding the disciples.  

I love that he sneaked in quietly, not with a great 

fanfare or in a lightning bolt.  

And his words?  Peace be with you  
 

Jesus knew his disciples were afraid. 

And he brought them what they needed most : 

Peace. 

Jesus will find us and meet us wherever we are 

worshipping and his words to us are, ‘Peace be 

with you. 

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

For keeping in touch 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church Mil-

borne Port  @milborneportchurches 

 

I will also be writing a blog for those who are not on 

facebook.   

https://wordpress.com/milborneportchurches 

This is where we can connect together on line 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

A message from St Peters Goathill 

A big thank you to everyone who participated in the 

virtual ‘zoom’ coffee morning on April 4th and for 

your generosity 

Hopefully, next year we will be able to serve you 

coffee and cake personally! 

STAY SAFE AND WELL EVERYONE  

Prayer resources 
 
Church of England Website 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 
 
Or download the Time to Pray app 
Sarah will be using this. Join her virtu-
ally at 9am and 5pm so we can pray 

the office together 

Giving 

During the crisis whilst we are having to keep physi-

cal distance from each other and cannot meet in our 

church building or do our usual fund-raising activities, 

it is vital that we maintain our financial giving.  

If you are currently using the envelope scheme please 

remember to put some money aside each week.  

If you do online banking you can make a donation by 

BACs  

Let Sarah know and she will give you the sort code 

and account numbers for each church 



Sunday 19th April 

2nd Sunday of Easter 

Christ is Risen! 

He is risen indeed Hallelujah! 

 

Collect 

Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 

open the doors of our hearts, 

that we may seek the good of others 

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 

to the praise of God the Father. 

 

Readings 

Acts 2.14a, 22–32  
14  But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his 

voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all 

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 

and listen to what I say.  
22  ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to 

say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 

God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs 

that God did through him among you, as you 

yourselves know— 23 this man, handed over to 

you according to the definite plan and fore-

knowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 

hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised 

him up, having freed him from death, because it 

was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 

For David says concerning him, 

“I saw the Lord always before me, 

   for he is at my right hand so that I will not be 

shaken;  
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue 

rejoiced; 

   moreover, my flesh will live in hope.  
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
   or let your Holy One experience corruption.  
28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 

   you will make me full of gladness with your 

presence.”  
29  ‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently 

of our ancestor David that he both died and was 

buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 

Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 

sworn with an oath to him that he would put one 

of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing 

this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Mes-

siah, saying, 

“He was not abandoned to Hades, 

   nor did his flesh experience corruption.”  
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us 

are witnesses.  

 

 

The Gospel Reading 

John 20.19–end 
19  When it was evening on that day, the first day 

of the week, and the doors of the house where 

the disciples had met were locked for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side. Then the dis-

ciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus 

said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Fa-

ther has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 When he had 

said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 

of any, they are retained.’  
24  But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of 

the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 

So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the 

Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark 

of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the 

mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 

believe.’  
26  A week later his disciples were again in the 

house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27 Then he said 

to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 

Do not doubt but believe.’ 28 Thomas answered 

him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29 Jesus said to him, 

‘Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

come to believe.’  
30  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence 

of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
31 But these are written so that you may come to 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 

and that through believing you may have life in his 

name.  

 

Prayers 

 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your 

love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

Why not light a virtual candle here 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/light-

candle 


