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Sunday 19th July 

Trinity 6 

 

Dear friends 

The Old Testament readings over the next few weeks 

are about Jacob. Today we hear that Jacob is running 

away from his bad decision to trick Esau out of his birth 

right. As night falls, he finds himself in the middle of the 

desert in a lonely place without shelter.  He takes some 

stones, places them around his head, lays down to 

sleep. He dreams of a ladder that connects earth to 

heaven.  And on it, there are some type of heavenly 

beings cascading up and down; and in the midst of all 

the' glory hallelujah!' music that must be playing in the 

background, … GOD appears!  

 

Up to this point in the whole story, Jacob hasn’t really 

bought in to all of this "God stuff"- he even called God, 

"Your God." when he had spoken with Isaac earlier... so 

in the dream, it makes sense that God starts speaking to 

Jacob by introducing himself. Jacob wakes up with a rev-

elation! “God is real and in this place… And I had no 

idea!” The 'Ah Ha' moment of a lifetime! How awesome 

is this place his says. 

 

But here’s where our story takes a turn.  Because as 

much as we would hope that our trickster Jacob would 

go on from this place being changed forever from having 

had an amazing experience of seeing God that would 

make most of us fall down and worship … that isn’t  the 

case. He wakes up hedging his bets and makes this vow. 

 “IF God will indeed be with me and IF  God will pro-

tect me on this journey, and IF God will provide me 

with food and clothing and IF I get back to my father’s 

house in one piece, THEN the Lord will certainly be my 

God.” 

When we tell the story of Jacobs ladder, we often stop 

short of telling the ending, because we don’t like to see 

that  Jacob acts a lot like us, hedging our bets. Often we 

act for God with less commitment than we like to ad-

mit; or we act with strings or stipulations attached.  

And then we worry that we have disappointed God- we 

could have done better; we could have been stronger- 

and while that may be true, here is a bigger truth. God 

knows all the things about us that we consider to be 

flaws but God calls us anyway 

 

Who and what Jacob was on the inside… his flaws, his 

personality disorders, his strengths, weaknesses, fears, 

doubts, worries… God knew them all!    And of all the 

characters God could have chosen…. God still chose 

Jacob, the liar and the runaway. 

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church Mil-

borne Port  @milborneportchurches 

 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

Prayer resources 
 
Church of England Website 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 
 
Or download the Time to Pray app 
 

Giving  

During the crisis whilst cannot meet in our church 

building or do our usual fund-raising activities, it is 

vital that we maintain our financial giving.  

If you are currently using the envelope scheme please 

remember to put some money aside each week.  

If you do online banking you can make a donation by 

BACs  

Let Sarah know and she will give you the sort code 

Services this week 
Sunday 19th July 

9.00am BCP Holy Communion  

    Charlton Horethorne 

10.30am  Morning worship on Zoom 

 

6pm Evensong St John’s Milborne Port 

 

Monday - Friday 

9 am Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel  Milborne 

Port 



Sunday 19th July 2020 

Trinity 6 

 

Collect 
Creator God, 

you made us all in your image: 

may we discern you in all that we see, 

and serve you in all that we do; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Readings 

 

Genesis 28.10–19a 
10  Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. 
11 He came to a certain place and stayed there for 

the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of 

the stones of the place, he put it under his head 

and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed 

that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the 

top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of 

God were ascending and descending on it. 13 And 

the Lord stood beside him and said, ‘I am the 

Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the 

God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give 
to you and to your offspring; 14 and your offspring 

shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall 

spread abroad to the west and to the east and to 

the north and to the south; and all the families of 

the earth shall be blessed in you and in your off-

spring. 15 Know that I am with you and will keep 

you wherever you go, and will bring you back to 

this land; for I will not leave you until I have done 

what I have promised you.’ 16 Then Jacob woke 

from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this 

place—and I did not know it!’ 17 And he was 

afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This 

is none other than the house of God, and this is 

the gate of heaven.’  
18  So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he 

took the stone that he had put under his head 

and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top 

of it. 19 He called that place Bethel; but the name 

of the city was Luz at the first.  

   

 

Matthew 13.24–30, 36–43 
24  He put before them another parable: ‘The 

kingdom of heaven may be compared to some-

one who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but 

while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and 

sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went 

away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore 

grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the 

slaves of the householder came and said to him, 

“Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 

Where, then, did these weeds come from?” 28 He 

answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves 

said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather 

them?” 29 But he replied, “No; for in gathering the 

weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 

them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the 

harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, 

Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to 

be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’  
36  Then he left the crowds and went into the 

house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 

‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ 
37 He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed 

is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the 
good seed are the children of the kingdom; the 

weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the 

enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is 

the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 

Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with 

fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of 

Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of 

his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and 

they will throw them into the furnace of fire, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears lis-

ten!  

Sunday Worship 

 

Please note our Sunday zoom service is 

moving to the later time of 10.30am 

 

We will send those with email addresses 

the link for the service by Friday this week 

 

Warning:  the link for July will be different from 

June.   Please be careful this week 

 

 


