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Sunday 2nd August 

Trinity 8 

 

Dear all 

Our Old Testament reading continues with the 

story of Jacob and how he got his new name-

Israel. Until then, his hopes and fears, his past, 

present, and future, are all tied up in his name. 

And what’s his name? It’s heel or grasper or grab-

ber. Poor Rebecca, her twins were fighting for 

supremacy even in the womb. Esau is born first 

with Jacob grabbing his heel and from that mo-

ment Jacob becomes known as a grasper. In fact, 

he's been pretty much an unrelenting scoundrel -- 

swindling his brother for his birthright and then 

cheating him of his blessing.  It is no wonder Ja-

cob flees his home. Years later Jacob is now on 

his way home and receives about the worst news 

he could imagine. Esau his brother is coming to 

meet him...with an army of 400 men. Jacob is ter-

rified because he knows he deserves everything 

that Esau can possibly throw at him. 

 

That night he finds himself wrestling with God 

who demands to know Jacobs name. Jacob must 

have squirmed inside. He had to confess who he 

really was inside, he had to confess his  ill-gotten 

gains and chequered past, his fears and failures, 
his shifty arrangements and dubious social interac-

tions. Nothing is more terrifying to the cheat and 

scoundrel than having to come clean, tell the 

truth. Yes this is my name. This is me.  

 

There is nothing more terrifying for us to have to 

admit what we truly are to God is there? Our 

mistakes are foibles our nicknames. 

Except and here is the good news God says, this 

isn’t who you are made to be. I am giving you a 

new name. You are special and good enough, 

good enough to be like me. 

 

Once Jacob admits who he really is, however, an 

extraordinary thing happens: the Lord refuses to 

accept Jacob's confession as the end of the story, 

refuses to allow that Jacob's name is all there is to 

him. He gives Jacob a new name -- Israel -- the 

one who wrestled with God  and prevailed. With 

this new name, Jacob enters into a new future, 

and passes his name, faith, and future on to his 

descendants. 

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church Mil-

borne Port  @milborneportchurches 

 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

Prayer resources 
 
Church of England Website 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 
 
Or download the Time to Pray app 
 

Services this week 

 
Sunday 2nd August 

9.00am Service of the word  Charlton Horethorne 
 

10.30am  Morning worship on Zoom 

6.00pm  Evening Prayer Goathill 

 

Monday - Friday 

9 am Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel  Milborne 

Port 

 

Services next week 
Sunday 9th August 
10.30am  Morning worship on Zoom 

6pm Holy Communion Milborne POrt 

 



Sunday 2nd August 2020 

Trinity 8 

 

Collect 
Lord God, 

your Son left the riches of heaven 

and became poor for our sake: 

when we prosper save us from pride, 

when we are needy save us from despair, 

that we may trust in you alone; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Genesis 32.22–31 
22  The same night he got up and took his two 

wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and 

crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them 

and sent them across the stream, and likewise 

everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone; and 

a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When 

the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, 

he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip 

was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 

Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day is breaking.’ 

But Jacob said, ‘I will not let you go, unless you 
bless me.’ 27 So he said to him, ‘What is your 

name?’ And he said, ‘Jacob.’ 28 Then the man said, 

‘You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, 

for you have striven with God and with humans, 

and have prevailed.’ 29 Then Jacob asked him, 

‘Please tell me your name.’ But he said, ‘Why is it 

that you ask my name?’ And there he blessed 

him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, 

‘For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life 

is preserved.’ 31 The sun rose upon him as he 

passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.  

 

Matthew 14.13–21 
13  Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from 

there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But 

when the crowds heard it, they followed him on 

foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he 

saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for 

them and cured their sick. 15 When it was even-

ing, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a 

deserted place, and the hour is now late; send 

the crowds away so that they may go into the 

villages and buy food for themselves.’ 16 Jesus said 

to them, ‘They need not go away; you give them 

something to eat.’ 17 They replied, ‘We have 

nothing here but five loaves and two fish.’ 18 And 

he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’ 19 Then he or-

dered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Tak-

ing the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up 

to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and 

gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 

them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled; 

and they took up what was left over of the broken 

pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate 

were about five thousand men, besides women and 

children.  

Sunday Worship 

 

Please note our Sunday zoom service is 

moving to the later time of 10.30am 

 

We will send those with email addresses 

the link for the service by Friday this week 

 

Warning:  the link for July will be different from 

June.   Please be careful this week 

 

 

Summer Draw tickets 

This year St John’s has been unable to hold a 

fete which is one of our main fund raisers. A 

big part of the money raised comes from run-

ning a raffle. We are holding a summer draw on 

Sunday August 30th during an open air service 

in Milborne Port. Prizes include tea 4 four at 

the house of commons, £150 and many other 

smaller prizes. 

Tickets should be available this weekend.  We 

only have a short window in which to sell 

them. Please help us by selling as many as possi-

ble 


