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Sunday 26th April 

3rd Sunday of Easter  

 We are the Church 

 

Dear friends 

This is the 3rd Sunday of Easter and it’s now 

the 6th Sunday we have been unable to meet 

together in our church buildings. Sometimes we 

get stuck in a rut with our thinking and with our 

worship and we do things out of habit and con-

sequently don’t allow God to  meet us on the 

way. Right now, it may feel hard for us away 

from our friends but it is good for us to wor-

ship somewhere different now and again be-

cause the oddness or difference may help us to 

see things differently.  
 

Todays Gospel reading finds us on the road to 

Emmaus. In all that confusion and disappoint-

ment that things had not quite turned out how 

they had hoped we see two dejected followers 

of Jesus on their way back home to Emmaus. 

They are exhausted and discouraged. 

 

And Jesus meets them on the way. He meets 

them where they are - on the road, amid their 

journey, right smack in the middle of all the 

pain, frustration, and despondency that threat-

ens to overwhelm them. Even though they 

don't recognize him. 

 

And that’s what Jesus does with us now. In the 

middle of our despondency about the lockdown 

where nothing seems the same, God meets us 

where we are and listens to our story and then 

shows us how it all fits with his story helping us, 

not simply to make sense of recent events in 

light of the Scripture, but also to make sense of 

all of life!  

 

Wherever, you are worshipping this Sunday, I 

hope you will allow God to meet you in ex-

traordinary ways so that like those disciples on 

the Emmaus road your hearts are filled with joy.  

 

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

For keeping in touch 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church Mil-

borne Port  @milborneportchurches 

 

I will also be writing a blog for those who are not on 

facebook.   

https://wordpress.com/milborneportchurches 

This is where we can connect together on line 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

Weddings and baptisms 

Please pray for those couples who are disappointed 

that they have had to postpone their weddings this 

month. Especially for Adrian and Natalie, Ashley and 

Maddie.  

Also for Oliver, George and James’ families waiting to 

celebrate their christenings. 

Prayer resources 
 
Church of England Website 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 
 
Or download the Time to Pray app 
Sarah will be using this. Join her virtu-
ally at 9am and 5pm so we can pray 

the office together 

Giving 

During the crisis whilst we are having to keep physi-

cal distance from each other and cannot meet in our 

church building or do our usual fund-raising activities, 

it is vital that we maintain our financial giving.  

If you are currently using the envelope scheme please 

remember to put some money aside each week.  

If you do online banking you can make a donation by 

BACs  

Let Sarah know and she will give you the sort code 

and account numbers for each church 



Sunday 26th April 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

Prayer for this week 

 

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness  

and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. Amen 

 

Readings 

 

Acts 2.14a, 36–41  
14  But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his 

voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all 

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 

and listen to what I say.  
36Therefore let the entire house of Israel know 

with certainty that God has made him both Lord 
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’  
37  Now when they heard this, they were cut to 

the heart and said to Peter and to the other 

apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ 38 Peter 

said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one 

of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your 

sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, 

for your children, and for all who are far away, 

everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ 
40 And he testified with many other arguments 

and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from 

this corrupt generation.’ 41 So those who wel-

comed his message were baptized, and that day 

about three thousand persons were added.  

 

The Gospel Reading 
 

Luke 24.13–35 
13  Now on that same day two of them were go-
ing to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 

from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other 

about all these things that had happened. 15 While 

they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself 

came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes 

were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to 

them, ‘What are you discussing with each other 

while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking 

sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleo-

pas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in 

Jerusalem who does not know the things that 

have taken place there in these days?’ 19 He asked 

them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things 

about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 

mighty in deed and word before God and all the 

people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders 

handed him over to be condemned to death and 

crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the 

one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 

now the third day since these things took place. 22 

Moreover, some women of our group astounded 

us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 

and when they did not find his body there, they 

came back and told us that they had indeed seen a 

vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some 

of those who were with us went to the tomb and 

found it just as the women had said; but they did 

not see him.’ 25 Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how 

foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe 

all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 

things and then enter into his glory?’ 27 Then begin-

ning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpret-

ed to them the things about himself in all the 

scriptures.  
28  As they came near the village to which they 

were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 

on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay 

with us, because it is almost evening and the day is 

now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 
30 When he was at the table with them, he took 

bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 

Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized 

him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said 

to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning with-

in us while he was talking to us on the road, while 

he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 33 That same 

hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and 

they found the eleven and their companions gath-

ered together. 34 They were saying, ‘The Lord has 

risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ 35 

Then they told what had happened on the road, 

and how he had been made known to them in the 

breaking of the bread.  
 

 

Prayers 

 
Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your 

love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

 

Why not light a virtual candle here 

https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/light-

candle 

 


