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Sunday 28th June 

Trinity 3 

 Dear friends, 

Here is a fable from Antony de Mello 

An abbey, formerly known for its vitality and spirituali-

ty, had fallen on hard times.  Where once there had 

been many visitors and joyful singing, there was now 

empty places in worship with lifeless singing. The ab-

bot in desperation went to visit a holy man who lived 

on a nearby mountain.  The abbot poured out his 

heart and told the holy man everything he thought he 

should know about the abbey.  Finally, the abbot 

asked 

“Are we guilty of some great sin?” “Yes” replied the 

holy man. “Christ is living in your community, and you 

have failed to recognize him because he has come in 

disguise”  All the way back to the abbey, the abbot 

wondered which member of the community could be 

Christ,  Each person he considered had their faults, 

but then perhaps this was part of the disguise.  Could 

it be the kitchen boy surely it wasn’t the gardener?  

Back at the abbey the abbot shared with the commu-

nity what he had learned. Each person began to won-

der if the person they were talking to was Christ. The 

only thing to do was the treat every person and every 

stranger that came to the door as if they were Christ.  

Soon, the community again was alive and vital, for they 

did indeed recognize that Christ dwelt among them. 

‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me 

Welcome. It's such a common word. We see it em-

blazoned on doormats. We even have it on our 

church door to show visitors the way in. Such conven-

tional uses hide the loveliness of this word. It is made 

up of two English words. Well and come. The root of 

"well" could mean something like our "wellness" or 

"well-being," but it could be stronger than that, imply-

ing a blessing. Some scholars see a link between "well" 

and "weal," the root of our word "wealth.  

"Come" finds its roots in an Old English word 

"comer," that is, one who arrives or, perhaps closer 

to the Greek, one who is received. Thus "welcome" 

can offer in its earliest sense an invitation to come and 

be well, or to be well in coming. Either way, it is an 

invitation to be received into the goodness of this new 

place. 

It is a joy to see the welcome sign up on St john’s 

church door. May all who visit our churches find a 

true well being and blessing here.  

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

For keeping in touch 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church Mil-

borne Port  @milborneportchurches 

 

I will also be writing a blog for those who are not on 

facebook.   

https://wordpress.com/milborneportchurches 

This is where we can connect together on line 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

For your prayers this week 

Please pray for the Sprake family and for healing 

for Chris after his quadbike accident 

Also for Dermot in hospital 

Pray for the Hole family. Pam’s funeral is on 

Monday 22nd 

Prayer resources 
 
Church of England Website 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 
 
Or download the Time to Pray app 
Sarah will be using this. Join her virtu-
ally at 9am and 5pm so we can pray 

the office together 

Giving  

During the crisis whilst cannot meet in our church 

building or do our usual fund-raising activities, it is 

vital that we maintain our financial giving.  

If you are currently using the envelope scheme please 

remember to put some money aside each week.  

If you do online banking you can make a donation by 

BACs  

A thank you to Nick Bunt who has offered to take on 

the role of treasurer for Goathill 
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Collect 
God our saviour, 

look on this wounded world 

in pity and in power; 

hold us fast to your promises of peace 

won for us by your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Readings 

 

Psalm 13 

1  How long will you forget me, O Lord; for ev-

er? • 

   How long will you hide your face from me? 

2  How long shall I have anguish in my soul 

      and grief in my heart, day after day? • 

   How long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

3  Look upon me and answer, O Lord my God; • 

   lighten my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

4  Lest my enemy say, ‘I have prevailed against 

him,’ • 

   and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

5  But I put my trust in your steadfast love; • 

   my heart will rejoice in your salvation. 

6  I will sing to the Lord, • 

   for he has dealt so bountifully with me. 

 

. 

 

Matthew 10.40–end 

40  ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who 

sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the 

name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s re-

ward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person 

in the name of a righteous person will receive the 

reward of the righteous; 42 and whoever gives 

even a cup of cold water to one of these little 

ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, 

none of these will lose their reward.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Churches open for Private Prayer 

 

St John’s Milborne Port  

is open from 10am to 4pm everyday.  

The chapels are available for prayer.  Please only sit 

on the chairs and not the pews.  This will help us 

to know where to clean.  We have had to put away 

all the Bibles, prayer books and hymn books but 

you are welcome to bring your own. 

 

St Peter and St Pauls Charlton Horethorne 

is open on Wednesday and Sunday 10am –3pm 

Please only use the plastic chairs in the choir area. 

Remember to use social distancing and take care of 

each others privacy 
 

We are afraid that the churches in Goathill, Mil-

borne Wick and Stowell will remain locked for the 

time being. 

Sunday Worship 

We are all missing seeing each other especially on 

Sundays.  Worshipping in isolation is hard. For 

those of you that have a lap top with a camera or 

a smart phone, tablet or i pad and are able to use 

zoom we are scheduling a service for 10am on 

every Sunday. 

 

Zoom is easy to use and free. Don’t worry, we 

will talk you through it beforehand (or find a 

grandchild to teach you!)  

 

We will send those with email addresses 

the link for the service by Friday this week 

 

Warning:  the link for July will be different from 
June.   Please be careful next week 

 

 


