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Sunday 31st May 

Pentecost Sunday 

 Dear friends 

This is a precis of Bishop Ruth’s reflection for this 

Sunday. 

It’s interesting how we use the word comfort in our 

everyday language. We think of a comfortable arm-

chair with cosy cushions that we can settle in and re-

lax. Yet at its root, the word comfort is actually to do 

with making something stronger. So, when the Holy 

Spirit comes to the disciples at Pentecost, who are 

hiding away in the there is no, sitting back, comfy seat 

experiences. The Spirit comes as the rushing of a vio-

lent wind. Tongues of fire settle on them. They are 

thrust into speaking in new languages. It’s a disruptive 

intervention by God. 

 

Of course the Holy Spirit comforts with care and sup-

port those with struggles and sicknesses and troubles. 

And in these times of pandemic we all need that warm 

and encouraging empathy that is found when someone 

gently and sensitively draws alongside us and under-

stands where we are and how we feel. However, 

there are also some really important decisions to 

make about the future, about jobs, about livelihoods, 

about schools. And in the Church we face challenges 

about how it might be in the future, how churches will 

come through this period -what will remain un-

changed and what might be very different. The Spirit 

who brings strength and fortitude is directing us, and 

we need to hear and respond.  

 

Today’s reading presents a very different world after 

the Spirit’s visitation. First the disciples were bold. 

They had the confidence to go out and speak to peo-

ple about Jesus. They couldn’t help themselves and 

that was because the Spirit had changed them. Second, 

they found new gifts. They didn’t know the languages 

they spoke, but God took them and enabled them to 

do extraordinary things. Many of us underestimate 

what we can do, only God knows our true potential, 

and as we trust, God enables more and more. How 

the Church will be in the next few months and years 

only God knows. What we know, through the Holy 

Spirit comforting -strengthening us in our lives is that 

God calls us to be his disciples, confident in His equip-

ping and gifts so that many more will come to know 

who he is and what amazing love he has for us. 

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

For keeping in touch 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church Mil-

borne Port  @milborneportchurches 

 

I will also be writing a blog for those who are not on 

facebook.   

https://wordpress.com/milborneportchurches 

This is where we can connect together on line 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

The PCC of St Peter’s Church, Goathill would 

like to thank BRIDGET BUCKLAND for faithfully 

serving the Church as Treasurer, for 33 years. Any-

thing we can say will appear inadequate for the dedi-

cation Bridget has shown. Please, would anyone like 

to be our TREASURER? Although this is not an ardu-

ous task, we are a small congregation, it requires 

someone who is happy with accounting/banking on-

line.  Goathill PCC is a friendly group and you will be 

warmly welcomed. 

If you are interested, please contact Revd Sarah  

Thank you so much. Trudy West, Churchwarden. 

Prayer resources 
 
Church of England Website 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer 
 
Or download the Time to Pray app 
Sarah will be using this. Join her virtu-
ally at 9am and 5pm so we can pray 

the office together 

Giving  

During the crisis whilst cannot meet in our church 

building or do our usual fund-raising activities, it is 

vital that we maintain our financial giving.  

If you are currently using the envelope scheme please 

remember to put some money aside each week.  

If you do online banking you can make a donation by 

BACs  

Let Sarah know and she will give you the sort code 



Sunday 31st  May 2020 

Pentecost/Whit Sunday 
 

Collect 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 

ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 

revive your Church with the breath of love, 

and renew the face of the earth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Readings 

 

Acts 2.1–21  

2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they 

were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly 

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of 

a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of 

fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested 

on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other lan-

guages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  
5  Now there were devout Jews from every na-

tion under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the na-

tive language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, 

they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of 

us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, 

Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia 

and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya be-
longing to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 

Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in 

our own languages we hear them speaking about 

God’s deeds of power.’ 12 All were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does 

this mean?’ 13 But others sneered and said, ‘They 

are filled with new wine.’  
14  But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his 

voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all 

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 

and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not 

drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock 

in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken 

through the prophet Joel:  
17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

   and your sons and your daughters shall prophe-

sy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

   and your old men shall dream dreams.  
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

     and they shall prophesy.  
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

   and signs on the earth below, 

     blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

   and the moon to blood, 

     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glori-

ous day.  
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.”  

 

The Gospel reading 
 

John 7.37–39 
37  On the last day of the festival, the great day, 

while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, ‘Let 

anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38 and let the 

one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has 

said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of 

living water.” ’ 39 Now he said this about the Spirit, 

which believers in him were to receive; for as yet 

there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glo-

rified.  

Sunday Worship 

We are all missing seeing each other especially on 

Sundays.  Worshipping in isolation is hard. For 

those of you that have a lap top with a camera or 

a smart phone, tablet or i pad and are able to use 

zoom we are scheduling a service for 10am on 

every Sunday. 

 

Zoom is easy to use and free. Don’t worry, we 

will talk you through it beforehand (or find a 

grandchild to teach you!)  

 

We will send those with email addresses the link 

for the service by Friday this week 

 

If at 10am we find that Zoom is overloaded and 
not working we will reschedule for later in the 

day 

 

 

 

For your prayers 

Please pray for the families of Henry Gooding, 

Colin Jaring and Margaret McCreadie whose fu-

nerals take place this week. 


