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Something Else Fishy 
Quality Fish & Chips 

 
 
 
 

1 High Street • Milborne Port 
Tel: 01963 250225

Fish & Chip  
and Seafood restaurant  

OPEN Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
12pm to 2pm and 5pm to 9.30pm

CRACKMORE  
GARAGE 

(Jon Creighton - Workshop Manager) 

SERVICING 

REPAIRS 

CAR SALES 

M.O.T. TESTING 

Milborne Port 251221

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM



07811 536050  
or 250152

Friendly reliable service
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WAYNE PULLEN 
Family Butcher 

TOP QUALITY LOCAL MEAT 

Prime Beef, Lamb, Free-Range Pork, 
Free Range Chickens and Ducks 

A Large Selection of Home-Cooked Meats and Pies 
Quality – Service – Satisfaction 

 
6 High Street, Milborne Port Tel. 01963 250222
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Florist - Local Delivery 

01963-251023 
www.lavenderandgrey.com

Jules Sanders MCSP HCPC 

Physiotherapist
Mobile Physiotherapy care  

in the comfort of your own home  
Chartered Physiotherapist with  

over 40 years experience working for the NHS as  
well as private and domiciliary physiotherapy. 

I specialise in rehabilitation, orthopaedics, 
mobility issues, home assessment, post op and 

post trauma care etc.  
Covering North Dorset and South Somerset. 

 
Tel: 01963 371163 |  07866 310 045 
Email: julessanders2626@gmail.com
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DAVE THURGOOD 

Painter & Decorator 

**FREE QUOTES**

07792391368 

55 Ridgeway  Sherborne  Dorset DT9 6DA 

dave.thurgoodstfc@btinternet.com      www.sherbornedecorator.com 

SERENE DREAMS 
With Deborah Barsby 

Mobile Complementary Therapist 
with Beauty in Milborne Port

Treatments include: 

Massage, Reflexology, 
Aromatherapy, Indian Head 

Massage, Chinese Cupping, Waxing 
Manicures & Pedicures, Facials, 

Eyelash extensions,  
Eyelash & Eyebrow tints. 

Hours: 9am - 9pm Monday - Friday 
Phone 07791625289 

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM
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SALLY VIRGINIA WRIGHT  
REIKI AND NATURAL ENERGY HEALING 

COVERING MILBORNE PORT, SHERBORNE AND SURROUNDS 

  
As a Reiki Master & trained in Natural Energy Healing,  

I work with people of all ages facing a wide range of difficulties. 
 

Reiki and Natural Energy Healing is a beautiful, gentle, non invasive complimentary 
therapy the goal of which is always to restore balance and harmony for improved 

physical, mental and emotional well-being. 
  

For more information please contact Sally on 07980 464903  
or visit Sally’s website www.sallyvirginiawright.co.uk

h a i r  b y  

Charlie  
Spencer 

0 7 9 7 0  1 5 6 9 1 1  

If you would 
like to 

advertise 
please call 

01963-251359
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That’s what God says about us, as echoed in Psalm 139: “You are 
fearfully and wonderfully made,” and Isaiah 43: “You are precious.” 
Let’s strive to think of others this way—whoever they are and however 
we meet them. 

Thank you to all the families who have shared their beautiful stories 
with me. 

With love, 
Rev. Rona 

  

From the Parish registers  

Funerals 

15th January  Patricia Ann Pitt 

22nd January  Maureen Morisetti 

 

RIP Alan King 

Sadly passed away peacefully on 
 Wednesday 8th January 
Beloved Husband, Father, Grandfather & 
Great Grandfather, Brother, Uncle & Friend. 
 
Greatly missed by all. 
 
Funeral at St John's Church 
Wednesday 5th February at 1.00 p.m. 
All welcome  
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AA Letter from Rev Rona 

 

The end of December and beginning of January 
have been a difficult time for many, with death 
rates in this area rising beyond the seasonal 
norm. Some refer to it, rather glibly, as “funeral 
season.” 

For priests like me, who guide families through 
their loved ones’ funerals, I’m always reminded of 
how uniquely precious each individual is. There’s a 
profound truth in Matthew 10:29-31: the God who 
knows when every sparrow falls also knows and 
loves each one of us—whether we know Him or not.  

So, God knows, and cares that your loved one has died. The Matthew 
passage also adds the seemingly impossible thought that God numbers 
the hairs on our heads. I used to tell my children this, running my 
fingers through my hair, and when a strand or two fell out, I’d say, “God 
knows I’ve just lost those!” 

Leading funerals is a privilege because I hear extraordinary stories 
about seemingly ordinary people—though, of course, they are never 
ordinary. They are beloved family members and friends. Visiting 
families, I hear touching, and often funny, anecdotes. These stories 
remind me how profoundly we shape one another’s lives. 

This Christmas, I received a book by Simon Boas, A Beginner’s Guide 
to Dying. I commend it to you as an honest and uplifting reflection on 
facing death. Simon’s epiphany is that we are all unique and precious. 
He writes that when we say, “I’m fine,” what we’re really saying is, “I’m 
unique, finely crafted, and an exquisite example of creation.” 
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CChurch House 100 Club  

Results of the January Draw 

1st Prize  £30   Anon (No. 71)  
2nd Prize  £20   Anon (No. 46) 
3rd Prize  £10  Mr & Mrs A Older 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 2025 

22nd March: Marmalade Festival at Blackberry 
Cottage, London Road. Full details next month 

23rd - 26th April: MPO Musical Theatre present 
The Witches of Eastwick at the Village Hall 

10th May: VE Day 80-year Commemoration 

24th May St John’s Quiz at Village Hall 

7th June: SOMP Fete at Village Hall 

19th July: St John’s Church Fete  

Congratulations to Peter Jackson, who took our cover 
photograph on a chilly frosty morning  of the view looking down 
Wick Road with the steam from the Laundry on the old factory site 
showing up in the sunshine.  

We are always pleased to receive new photographs for 
consideration as future covers. Please send your high-res images 
of scenes in and around the village to 

magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk  

Coming Soon! 

We are fortunate to live in a place with a wonderful community spirit. 
However, our Church community is so much more than just the 
groups who meet to worship on a Wednesday or a Sunday. As vicar, I 
think we can do so much more.  

So, to enhance the local spirit and wellbeing of those who live in our 
area we are exploring various additional groups and events. We’d love 
to hear from people who feel they could join the hosting and leading 
teams. This is for the benefit of all who live in this place, so please do 
feel able to get in touch with me (revrona@gmail.com), if you would 
like to join in! 

           New Baby & Toddler Group – Starting in May! 
Join us on Friday mornings for our brand-new Baby & Toddler 
Group, a welcoming space for little ones 
and their caregivers to connect and have 
fun. We're grateful for the wonderful 
volunteers who have come forward, but 
we really need another one or two, so if 
you'd like to join the fun and get 
involved, please contact Rev Rona! 

"Memory Lane" 
A Special Service for Those with Memory 
Impairment 
Starting Saturday, 19th April at 4 p.m.  (and every 
third Saturday of the month) in Church House. We 
invite you to join us for "Memory Lane" – a gentle 
gathering of music, singing, short readings, and prayer 
for those living with Alzheimer's, Dementia, or 
memory challenges, alongside their loved ones. 

Refreshments will be provided. 
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Mark your Special Date with a Gift

Can you help to keep our beautiful church open and ready to welcome 
visitors each day? We do not receive any money from the Diocese or 
the government to run the church, we rely entirely on donations.

A special and much-appreciated way to remember a birthday, 
anniversary or other significant family event is by sponsoring our 
running costs for that day.  We will mention your kind sponsorship in 
the Pew News for the month that your gift falls in. We ask for a 
donation of £30 to cover the running costs of the church for that day. 

Sponsoring a date really makes a difference and we are very grateful 
for any support that you can give. Forms for giving are available at the 
back of church or by email from Helen, our administrator, via 
milborneportchurch@gmail.com.  

Scanning this QR code will take you to our 
Parish Giving page, from which you can 
contribute directly – in which case please 
let Helen know which date you would like to 
sponsor.

Many thanks for your support!

Nicki and Susan, Churchwardens

 

New Church Electoral Roll 2025 
� Do you live in Milborne Port or Milborne Wick and are you a 

member of the Church of England? 
� Or do you attend St John’s Church, or Milborne Wick Church, 

whether or not you live in those villages? 
� Are you over the age of 16 and have you been baptised? 

Then you are eligible to be on the Church Electoral Roll! This entitles 
you to attend the Annual Parochial Church Meeting and to take part in 
decisions which affect the church and parish.  

This year, under Church rules, we have to prepare a new Electoral Roll. 
This means that everyone living in the parish or worshipping regularly 
in the parish and who wishes to be on the electoral roll will need to 
complete an application form.  As the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM) will be held on 26th April, applications will start on 
26th February and must be completed by 11th April. Please make sure 
that you get onto the Roll by completing an application form. 
These will be available in St John’s Church, and there is also a 
downloadable form on the Benefice website at 
https://www.milborneportchurches.org.uk. Please return your form to 
me or to the churchwardens.    

Graham Sharpless, Electoral Roll Officer, Milborne Port with 
Milborne Wick 

Lent Course 2025 

A Lent group with a difference. We will be using a course called  
‘The Rest is Worship’. Many of you will have heard of 
mindfulness or meditation, but I wonder if you knew that they are 
two different words for a way of quieting the mind which have 
ancient roots in Christianity and other religions as well? Join us 
once a week for some quiet time. Lent begins on 5th March (Ash 
Wednesday).  Full details in next month’s Magazine. 
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Autumn Swift Box Initiative 
Would you like to do something positive to support wildlife in your 
area? Swifts are on the RSPB’s Red List of conservation concern. At the 
Management Meeting last September, Committee members resolved 
to sell swift boxes at a reduced price to 
residents who would like to install one (or 
more!) on their property (subject to Listed 
Building Consent if appropriate). If you are 
interested in taking us up on this offer, please 
contact Simon Pritchard to discuss the 
options.  
 
The swifts 
Materialize at the tip of a long scream 
Of needle. ‘Look! They’re back! Look!’ And they’re gone 
On a steep 
Controlled scream of skid 
Round the house-end and away under the cherries.          

Ted Hughes Swifts 

Parish Council Meetings in February 

Full Council – Tuesday 4th; Planning Committee: Tuesday 18th. 

Meetings take place in the Town Hall and start at 7 p.m. Members of 
the public are welcome to attend and can address the meeting with 
questions or comments from 7-7.15 p.m. If you would like to attend but 
would experience access difficulties, please let us know in advance and 
we will relocate to the Community Room downstairs. 

Simon Pritchard – Parish Clerk  clerk@milborneportpc.org.uk 
Nathalie Hetherington – Deputy office@milborneportpc.org.uk 
Find us on Facebook! Search: Milborne Port Community Council 
Parish Council Website: www.milborneportpc.org.uk  
 

News from the Parish Council 

Vacancies 

1. Bookkeeper: The Parish Council is looking to engage a self-
employed bookkeeper for up to 4 hours per week. Knowledge of 
HMRC PAYE payroll essential. The council has accounting 
software; there are also the Village Hall accounts to manage. 
Most of the work to be completed in the Town Hall, using the 
Council’s IT equipment. Please contact the Parish Clerk by 11th  
February for a chat.  

2. Community Projects Officer: The Parish Council is looking 
to appoint a resilient and self-reliant Community Projects 
Officer for 12 hours per week, on a temporary 12-month contact 
(with a view to extending), working with Officers, Councillors 
and community partners, with responsibility for the 
coordination and delivery of the Parish Council projects. Also 
supporting local volunteer groups, including applying for grant 
funding on their behalf. This will require engagement with local 
businesses, the community and volunteers. Find the full Job 
Description and Application Form on our website 
www.milborneportpc.org.uk; for more information contact the 
Parish Clerk. 

Footway resurfacing 24/25 - FW005384: Bauntons Orchard 
& South View Road 

We have recently received the plan/sign schedule for the road closure 
for this footway scheme and checking the programme dates today, they 
show as 17th Feb 2025 to 3rd March 2025. We are aware that other 
footway schemes have been progressing/been completed in Somerset 
so expect this to stay on programme for those dates. Any changes to 
this plan will be publicised on Facebook. 
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� SD paid tribute in Parliament to Sydney 
“John” Maskell, a remarkable 105-year-old 
veteran from Castle Cary. Mr Maskell has 
been awarded the Legion d’Honneur Medal 
by the French Government, which is France’s 
highest military and civil distinction, in 
recognition of his outstanding service during the D-Day 
landings and the Liberation of France in World War Two. 
Many in Milborne Port will remember John from his 
time in the village. “He dined at the Tuesday Luncheon 
Club for many years and was very good company” (Christine 
Porter via Facebook) 

Contact:sarah.dyke.mp@parliament.uk 

Milborne Port Christian Aid Committee 

Our committee members are Sui Chung Chan, Margaret Curtis, Felicity 
John, David Johnson, Anne Salkeld and Clare Silk. 

You will be pleased to know that we sent £2,711 to Christian Aid in 
2024, an increase of £537 on the previous year.  The major sources are 
the loose cash from St John’s Christmas services donated by the PCC, 
our Lent Lunches and Harvest Supper and the collection during 
Christian Aid week.  Additionally, from Christian Aid Week, Christian 
Aid was able to claim £182.50 in gift aid from the slips that many of 
you were able to complete.  Thank you so much for supporting us! 

Our programme for 2025 is about to get under way with a series of six 
Lent Lunches.  These will be on Fridays and start on 7 March until 11 
April, mainly in Church House, and begin with a very short reflection 
at 12.30 p.m.  Do come and enjoy some delicious, homemade soups, 
tasty breads and cheese, and a cup of tea or coffee.  We hope to see you 
there! 

David Johnson (Treasurer) 

Community Plan Update – Presentation Evening 

Milborne Port Community Plan Steering 
Group will be holding a presentation evening on 
Tuesday 11th  February, when local residents will 
have the opportunity to learn about and respond to 
the findings of the Community Plan Survey - 
conducted last September - and feed into plans for 
the next steps. Do join us in the Camelot Suite at 
the Village Hall at 6 p.m., and have a say in what comes next! If you 
would like to become actively involved in the work of the Steering 
Group, please contact Tim Carty: tim.carty@milborneportpc.org.uk.  

To view the Executive Summary of the results, please follow this link: 
http://milborneport.org.uk/community-plan/ 

Milborne Port Community Plan Steering Group 

Our MP in Parliament 

Notes on some of the issues that our local MP, Sarah Dyke, has 
engaged with recently. Not a party political pitch, but a record of 
her actions as our constituency representative. 

� SD expressed her appreciation to First Bus after the company 
confirmed it will be keeping its fares across Somerset under £3 

� SD raised concerns in Parliament over the proposed Heart of 
Wessex devolution deal. There had been concerns that any 
potential Wessex Devolution deal could be held back and 
would miss out on a place on the Devolution Priority 
Programme. 

� SD continues to support the Climate and Nature Bill 
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Milborne Port Village Hall News 

Junior Cricket at the Village Hall If there is sufficient 
demand, junior cricket sessions will take place at the village hall 
during the Easter school holidays, from 7th to 17th April. Exact times 
and dates to be confirmed depending on demand. The hall provides 
the perfect venue to introduce cricket to a new generation as well as 
honing the skills of those already familiar with this great sport. 
Weather permitting, we might even get outside!  
The emphasis will be on having fun and each session will end with a 
local variation on the game of kwik cricket. I have coached children in 
this format before, have taken coaching courses, hold a DBS certificate 
and am passionate about the game. I am hoping that with the help of 
MPCC we can develop youth cricket and start feeding the club (and 
maybe county?) with the players of the future. If you think your child 
or children might be interested in this or have any questions, please let 
Chris Sheeran know via manager@milborneportvillagehall.org.uk or 
07946 333542. If there is sufficient interest, then I just can’t wait to get 
started! 

Toomer Tree Services The Village Hall was thrilled to receive a 
£320 donation from Daniel and Lisa from Toomer Tree Services, 
following their Charity Christmas Tree Disposal Scheme at the Village 
Hall Car Park. This is an amazing figure and we cannot thank them 
enough for their time and effort on a cold Saturday, and also for the 
many villagers who carried, pulled, dragged or somehow just got their 
tree to the car park. These funds will kick start the effort to get the 
ladies’ toilets updated. So thank you Daniel and Lisa, it is truly 
appreciated. 

For hiring the hall, please check our website for availability: 
www.milborneportvillagehall.org.uk. Thanks Chris Sheeran, Village 
Hall Manager; manager@milborneportvillagehall.org.uk 07946 
333542, or find us on Facebook 

We have had a busy start to 2025 and the 
date for our formal conversion to the 
Academies for Character and Excellence is 
now fast approaching (1st March).  Joining an 
academy will enable staff to collaborate with 
the other 20 schools in the Trust.  Our 

nearest ACE school will be Castle Cary Primary.   

The ACE curriculum enables the children to learn through an enquiry-
based approach.  Enquiries typically last 2-3 weeks and have a subject 
focus, such as History or Science.  Reading and writing are integral to 
all enquiries and the children work towards producing an outcome 
linked to a key question such as ‘Why was Alfred great?’ or ‘Why are 
forces fundamental to our lives?’  From Year 2 upwards, the children 
have individual journals to work in whereas in Reception and Year 1, 
the teachers will be compiling class journals.  Each classroom has a 
learning enquiry display board so that children can refer to this during 
their enquiry.   

Later this term, we will be completing a whole school enquiry which 
will culminate in a lunch for members of the Tuesday Luncheon Club 
(more details coming soon).  This will be sponsored by The Clockspire 
and will enable the children to complete Design and Technology 
learning whilst raising money for a charity decided upon by the School 
Council.  

Prior to that, all classes will complete an enquiry linked to the theme of 
traditional tales.  This will range from simple retelling of stories such 
as The Gingerbread Man to twisting traditional tales and writing them 
from the perspective of other characters.   

 Jonathan Rodd 
Headteacher Milborne Port Primary School 

01963 250366 
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Sunday 23rd  February  2nd  Sunday before Lent 
Revelation 4, Luke 8:22-25 
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion  Milborne Port 
3:00 p.m.   Evensong   Goathill 
Wednesday 26th  February 
10:30 a.m.   Midweek Communion  Milborne Port 
 
Sunday 2nd  March   Sunday next before Lent 
2 Corinthians 3:12-end & 4:1-2, Luke 9:28-36 

9:00 a.m.   Holy Communion  Charlton Horethorne 
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion  Milborne Port 
6:00 p.m.   Evensong   Stowell 
Wednesday 5th March  Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Matthew 6:1-6 & 6:16-21 
10:30 a.m.   Ash Wednesday Service Milborne Port 
7:00 p.m.   Ash Wednesday Service Milborne Port 
Friday 7th  March 
7:00 p.m.    Compline  Milborne Port 
 

What is Compline? 

Compline is also known as Night Prayer and is a contemplative 
service performed at the end of the day, with psalms, prayers and a 
Scripture reading.  Our choir leads Compline each Friday evening 
during Lent. Do come along and experience this peaceful time. 

The Lord bless us and watch over us; 
The Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us; 

The Lord look kindly on us and give us peace. 

Forr February  
 
 
 
 

(including the Principal Service Readings) 
Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at St John’s: Weekdays at 9 a.m. 

Our pattern of services has changed a little.  Please check the list 
below carefully for changes, and please consider attending some 
services which may be new to you. 

Sunday 2nd  February Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
Malachi 3:1-5, Luke 2:22-40 
9:00 a.m.   Holy Communion  Charlton Horethorne 
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion  Milborne Port 
6:00 p.m.   Evensong   Stowell 
Wednesday 5th  February 
10:30 a.m.   Midweek Communion  Milborne Port 
 
Sunday 9th  February  4th  Sunday before Lent 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Luke 5:1-11 
10:30 a.m.   Holy Communion  Milborne Port 
6:00 p.m.   Evensong   Charlton Horethorne 
Wednesday 12th  February 
10:30 a.m.   Midweek Communion  Milborne Port 
Saturday 15th  February 
10:00 a.m.   Community Thanksgiving Milborne Port 
 
Sunday 16th  February  3rd  Sunday before Lent 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20, Luke 6:17-26 
9:00 a.m.   Holy Communion  Milborne Wick 
10:30 a.m.   Matins    Milborne Port 
6:00 p.m.   Holy Communion  Charlton Horethorne 
Wednesday 19th  February 
10:30 a.m.   Midweek Communion  Milborne Port 
 
 

Church Services  
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So why the transformation? We believed that we needed a modern 
church building so that ReBorne is more able to reach out, helping us 
to meet the needs of the whole community.  The project was to 
revitalise our existing building, making it fit for purpose, both now and 
into the future, enlarging and improving the original structure of the 
building. We wanted easy accessibility for all, enabling us to effectively 
provide additional children and youth services, a Coffee House, a small 
conference facility and space for a breadth of community connectivity.  
Whilst funding is still coming in, we are aware that we will need to seek 
additional funding to fully equip the facilities. 

 

We are delighted to be back home and hopefully the ongoing ReBorne 
programmes, which have continued off-site throughout this period, 
will now continue with greater effect and be able to expand.  However, 
please note we will post when the evening Youth Club is relaunching 
and recommencing.  

In closing, the Bible tells us in Psalm 127 verse 1,  “Unless the Lord 
builds the house the builders labour in vain”.  We believe the Lord has 
indeed blessed the work of ReBorne Community Church here in 
Milborne Port and pray he will continue to bless us in the years to come 
as we use this building to proclaim God’s love, demonstrate God’s 
fellowship, so that all the whole Community can experience God’s 
Grace, 

ReBorne looks forward to welcoming everyone in the coming weeks 
and months. We invite you all to visit us on our Open Days where we 
will be serving refreshments. These days will be Friday February 
28th  8.30-4.30 p.m., and Saturday March 1st  10-3 p.m. We look 
forward to seeing you. 

Adrian Bright, Minister 

 

ReBorne Community Church 

Experiencing God’s Grace 
Proclaiming God’s love 
Demonstrating God’s fellowship 
 

I’m sure many have visited our website to watch eagerly the progress 
of the refurbishment of ReBorne Church. Hopefully by the time you 
read this the work, which started in 2023, will have been completed, 
and many of you are now enjoying the much improved and enlarged 
facilities. 

 

The history of the building on this site goes back to 1840. Built 
originally as a barn for Lord of the Manor, and acquired in 1880 by 
Silas Dyke, nationally famous glove manufacturer, it then became the 
Milborne Port Country Club and was used in the 1960s as the village 
dance hall - with a skittle alley, which has been kept and is still in 
working order. In the mid 1990's the building was acquired by 
Milborne Port Christian Fellowship and then renamed Steps 
Community Church and in 2019, Steps merged with Sherborne 
Community Church to become ReBorne Community Church. 
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Milborne Port Football Club 

We all enjoyed our Christmas break, but it’s been 
great to get back to playing again throughout January 
and there’s no let-up in February either. Thank you to 
all who attended our Christmas Bingo, we raised just 
over £900, which is enormously valuable to help us 
cover the costs of running the club. We will have details of our Easter 
Bingo in next month’s update. 

This month we’d like to introduce you to our Under 11’s youth team. 
Managed by Lloyd Studley, assisted by Tom Wigley and Chris Darey, 
the team competes in the Yeovil & District Mini League. This team is 
well known for their passing game and unselfish play. They are a real 
credit to the club and youth football and are well worth a watch if you 
happen to be at the Rec on a Saturday morning. They can often be 
found on the bottom pitch with great support. 

Kindly sponsored by BADCO (The Brave and Determined Company 
– a not-for-profit company that supports those who need early 
intervention lifesaving counselling www.badco.uk and also 
sponsored by KTM Welding &Fabrications Ltd.                                 
#upthemilborne                                    Ben Tupman 

Film Night at the Village Hall 

Tuesday 25th February,  
 7.30 p.m.  

 
‘SMALL THINGS LIKE 

THESE’  

starring Cillian Murphy, Emily 
Watson 

Small Things Like These takes 
place over Christmas in 1985, when 
devoted father and coal merchant 

Bill Furlong (Cillian Murphy) 
discovers startling secrets kept by 

the convent in his town, along with 
some shocking truths of his own.  

Tickets £5.00, available in advance from Wayne Pullen, Butchers, or 
on the door.  

Tea, coffee, wine and beer available!!! 

 

Future Film Nights 

It has been suggested that future film nights 
might actually become film matinees and take 
place at an earlier time in the afternoon, when 
it is lighter and warmer. This is merely a 
suggestion but if it proves popular enough, we 
could experiment from next autumn and see 

how it goes. If you have any thoughts on this, please let Chris know .  
manager@milborneportvillagehall.org.uk    07946 333542, 
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Milborne Port Gardening Club 

Trusting that your 2025 has started well.  Even though we have had 
some snow, high winds and cold recently, hopefully your gardens 
have not suffered too much.   

 
Along with a few of our neighbours and others in the village, it’s been 
a time for some TLC for our trees and we’ve had a few that were given 
a bit more than a ‘trim’!  All crossed that we get to keep and enjoy our 
well established and aging trees going that bit longer.   
 
We started the year for our members and many visitors with a 
wonderful evening, and there have been many positive comments 
post this gathering.  We had many smiling people along with very 
handsome and patient Owls.  Hopefully, you were able to attend in 
January and be part of the interactive evening with Ann Reed and her 
feathered friends.   
 
We appreciate that a few of our next meetings might be a little out of 
sync, so please note the dates as they appear in this magazine and the 
Club emails.  Next meeting will be 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 18th 
February, at the Village Hall.  The talk is “Gardening in Climate 
Change” and will be presented by a member of the Castle Gardens 
team.   We all know that the climate isn’t what it used to be and some 
helpful hints to possibly handle the unpredictable forces of nature 
could be what we need to encourage us to keep working at our 
gardens. 
 
Should you wish to know more about the Club, or join us in 2025, 
please do come to any meeting or contact the Secretary (Samantha at 
samgraham2009@gmail.com).  We happily welcome guests to our 
meetings for a fee £4.00 from January 2025. 
                   Samantha Dean  

Stonechats 

Usually resident in the UK all year, the tiny (13cm), rounded Stonechat 
is definitely one of my favourite small birds. The best place to see them 
is along the River Gasgoigne which runs through the village. These 
pretty little birds often perch on fence posts or small bushes from 
where they fly down to catch insects, spiders, snails and worms.  

The male Stonechat has a black/brown 
head, a distinct white side collar and an 
orange/red breast, whilst the female has a 
brown head, less distinct collar and a pale 
orange breast. Males and females tend to 
remain in pairs even outside the breeding 
season. 

Stonechats are usually heard before they are seen; their rather harsh 
‘song’ sounds like 2 stones being hit together (hence their name). 
Unlike most small birds they seem less wary of people, so will linger on 
their perching site flicking their tail as you approach them, then fly a 
little way forward allowing you to catch up again. This is ideal for bird 
photographers like myself! The photo of a female was taken by the river 
on a frosty January morning.  

Jane Hewitt 

Blackmore Vale U3A needs new committee members 

Our AGM at takes place on Tuesday 4th March at 2.45 p.m. when it is hoped 
to gain new committee members. A snapshot of this U3a shows a healthy 
membership and online balance sheet, streamlined administration, well 
supported groups and the open meetings attracting 35-55 people. It would be 
be very sad to lose such a friendly, successful local organization. So if you can 
help save Blackmore Vale u3a please contact me Susan Kidd at 
skiddsbvu3a@gmail.com.  Details of the March talk, on the same afternoon, 
in next month’s magazine. 
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Our January afternoon meeting fell during the 
freezing cold and icy week, so we weren't surprised that 
not all members attended. However, the dozen of us 
who did, plus two visitors, were given a talk by Margaret 
Capon, who is a Hypnotherapist and practices at London 
Road Clinic. After her initial talk about her work, we 

had a welcome warm drink, then we were invited to be 'put in a 
trance' while Margaret talked us through going on an imaginary walk 
through a forest and on a beach. It was very relaxing and one of our 
members found it so restful that she fell asleep and I had to wake her 
up afterwards!

We have decided to have afternoon meetings during the winter and 
will revert to evenings in the spring and summer. I hope this will 
encourage people to join us who perhaps don't like going out in the 
evening during the winter months. However, in February we will be 
having our annual lunch for members only - this time we will be going 
out to celebrate.

In the meantime, please remember that we open for coffees/teas (and 
usually cake) on Friday mornings from 10.30 a.m. - All welcome.

Christine Porter

Milborne Port History & Heritage Group

In January,  our first talk of 2025 – A Tale of Four 
Houses – celebrated some of the most interesting 
Milborne Port properties. Four speakers provided a 

whistle-stop tour through the hidden histories of Bazzleways, Manor 
Farm House, 216-217 High Street and 62 + 63 South Street to a packed 
house of history lovers. 
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Friends of Milborne Port Library 
We are looking for a new Home Library Service volunteer. 
Home library service volunteers work with the local libraries to 
choose, deliver and collect books, audio books and DVDs to people 
who are housebound or those that cannot access the library due to 
impaired mobility, long term illness, disability, transport difficulties 
or caring commitments. This will also help to combat loneliness and 
signpost to extra help if required. It would be approximately an hour 
once a month. 
 If you can help please contact the volunteer team on 01823 359200 
volunteer@somerset.gov.uk 
 
 What’s on in Milborne Port Library in February 
 Rhyme time – 10.30 a.m. every Tuesday (except 18th February) 
 Knit and Natter – Tuesday 11th and 25th 2.30 – 4 p.m. 
 Children’s Craft Club – Saturday 15th 10.30 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. 
 All the activities in the Library are FREE. 
 We are looking to start a monthly daytime book club. Our first 
meet up will be on Tuesday 4th February at 2 p.m. Please do come 
along and show your interest. Books will be chosen by the members of 
the group. 
Book Recommendation: The Legacy of Halesham Hall by Jenni 
Keer 
1890 – One Summer evening changes everything for Sidney and 
Leonard Bellingham when their beloved mother disappears from the 
family home, Halesham Hall. 
1920 – Phoebe Bellingham arrives at Halesham Hall determined to 
solve the puzzles that will allow her to claim back the Bellingham 
inheritance. Pop into the library to borrow a copy. 
 
Opening times are listed on page 35  
 

Mary Clothier marydmc38@gmail.com 
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lot of information. We had our preliminary bout at Myitkyina, but the 
Division started off at Hill 60, which is S.W. of Mogaung. Hill 60 was 
pretty tough, and the infantry had a rotten time in the monsoon, right 
up to Hopin. We had to keep the roads open, and it was heart-
breaking job, I can tell you. A couple of days of sunshine and we would 
have a stretch of road really good, and then two hours of rain would 
make the whole thing a morass…. There I must leave it for moves since 
they are still secret. Tell you about our work next time.’ 
 

Nathalie Hetherington, MPH&H Group 
mphhgroup@gmail.com 

  
The February Night Sky 

“The real friends of the space voyager are the stars. Their friendly, familiar 
patterns are constant companions, unchanging, out there.” – James Lovell 
 
T Coronae Borealis (T CrB) is a pair of stars: a white dwarf and a red 
giant. You may have heard about it recently as a recurrent nova – the 
sudden brightening of a star.  Its cycle is every 80 years, so a once in a 
lifetime experience. The eruption could occur any day soon, but it is 
running late! The most likely time is mid-2025 or as late as October.  It 
could brighten in just a single day, or even within a few hours. It will 
stay visible to the naked eye for a few days, then will be viewable with 
binoculars for about a week before dimming back to its usual 
brightness. The constellation Corona Borealis looks like a small 
semicircle near Bootes and Hercules. For those eager to witness this 
rare phenomenon, the constellation Corona Borealis is well-positioned 
for observation. Currently, the constellation rises just after sunset and 
reaches its highest point above the southern horizon—at around 3am. 
As spring progresses, the best viewing times will occur earlier in the 
evening. 
 
 

Our next talk – Death and Service - is on Monday 
17th February and will be given by Richard Cooper-
Knight. Richard will be uncovering the lives of those 
who served in the First World War and are buried in 
and around Milborne Port, commemorating those 
who gave their all more than a century ago.  Richard 
will have his books on sale on the night. Do join us at 
7.30 p.m. at Church House. We are a charity and ask for a suggested 
donation of £2 per member or £5 per non-member to cover costs  
 
Milborne Port Primary School Museum Visit 
We were delighted to host our second visit from Louise Hann’s 
Reception class on 16th January. The children were learning about what 
‘in the past’ means – quite a tricky concept for four- and five-year-olds 
to grasp! They particularly enjoyed playing with the toy cars, ringing 
the Town Crier’s bell, writing on slate with chalk, trying on a naval 
commander’s hat and some rather snazzy kid leather ladies’ gloves! 
They were all beautifully behaved and a credit to their teacher and 
helpers.  
 
Don’t forget to keep Saturday 10th May 2025 free 
for our VE Commemoration Day!  
 
With this commemoration in mind, Lesley Wray is leading us through 
the months leading up to VE Day by telling us what was happening 
internationally, nationally and locally. Lesley’s full articles can be 
found at http://milborneporthistory.org.uk/milborne-port-in-
wartime/. Here is a sample of fascinating Milborne Port war history: 
In February 1945 a letter arrived from Lieutenant R. G. Dawson, to 
his parents at Milborne Port. His regiment had fought its way down 
through the jungles of Central Burma. He wrote, ‘I hope you enjoyed 
your Christmas. We had quite good one, didn’t do much work, and 
had duck for lunch. Since then we have been working very hard. 
Censorship regulations have been relaxed so that can give you quite 
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The Planets  
There will be a ‘planetary parade’ with Venus, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Neptune and Uranus all being visible at the same time in 
the evening sky. They will be visible in the days leading up to the 21st of 
January, and for about four weeks afterwards until the last week or so 
of February. Mars, Venus, Jupiter and Saturn should be visible to the 
naked eye.  The best time to view the planetary parade will be just after 
sunset. You still might be able to catch Venus, Saturn and Neptune 
on the horizon after that – but doubtful from Milborne Port. All three 
planets will be beneath the horizon by about 11:30 p.m. After that, 
Mars, Jupiter and Uranus will remain visible for a few more hours 
with Mars finally setting just before sunrise.  

1st: Close approach of the Moon and Venus 
7th: Venus at highest altitude in evening sky, close approach of the 
Moon and Jupiter 
9th: Close approach of the Moon and Mars 
12th: Full Moon - often called the Snow Moon.  
20th: Moon at Last Quarter  
Sunrise and Sunset  
1st: Sunrise 7:44 am Sunset: 5:02 pm     
28th: Sunrise 6:54 am Sunset: 5:49 pm      Good viewing!     Ganymede 

 
MAGAZINE DEADLINES 

 
All entries for the March 2025 issue of the magazine to 
the editor please by Saturday 22nd February at 12 noon 
latest. 
Distributors at  the church on Friday 28th February at 2 p.m. 
 
Editor’s email : 
  magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk   
All email contributions will be acknowledged.  If you do not receive a 
reply, or if you are unable to use email, please ring 01963 33495 

MILBORNE PORT CONTACTS 
PARISH CHURCH: ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

 
Staff                                                                                                                                                                

Priest in Charge                                   Rev Rona Stuart-Bourne                              845278  
Churchwardens                                    Mrs Susan Wales                                         250660  
                                                           Mrs Nicki Edwards                                       nickiedwards19@gmail.com  
Parish Administrator                            Ms Helen Solomon                                      250248 
                                                            

Other Useful Church contacts 
Organist                                               Mrs Rachel Willetts                                      01935 813958  
Vergers                                                Mr & Mrs Ronnie Goodman                         845082  
Magazine Editor                                   Mrs Linda Mumford                                     33495 
Magazine Advertising                           Mr Robin Bawtree                                       251359 
& Magazine Treasurer                            
Tower Captain & Sec:                           Mrs Susan Wales                                          250660  
PCC Secretary                                      Mrs Felicity John                                           250382  
Church Treasurer                                 Mr Paul Springett                                        220790 
& Stewardship Recorder 
Church House Treasurer                      Mr Ben Grundy                                            bengrundy@mpchouse.org.uk  
Parish Church of St Peter, Goathill:       Church Warden: Mrs Trudy West                 250611 
Milborne Wick Church:                       Prowarden: John Sprake                               250243  
Church House Bookings:                     www.mpchouse.org.uk or Christine Porter   250821  
 

OTHER LOCAL CHURCHES   
Roman Catholic Church (Wincanton)                                                                      34408  
ReBorne Community Church              Minister Adrian Bright                                 07975 755032  
 

OTHER INFORMATION 
Doctors                                               Drs Wyer, Bulley, Smith, Esteves,                 250334 
                                                           Palanisamy, Robertson, Gray & Squire            
Vet                                                      Southhill Veterinary Group,                         250255 
                                                           The Old Glove Factory,  
                                                           1-2 North Street, Milborne Port                     
Primary School                                     Head Teacher Mr J. Rodd                             250366  
Clerk to Parish Council                         Mr Simon Pritchard, Town Hall                    251268  
Registrar                                              Ms S Shire                                                    435008 
Spirit of Milborne Port                          Claire Andrews                                            07729 582 669 
Village Hall                                           Manager/Bookings: Chris Sheeran                 07946 333542  
WI Contact:                                         Christine Porter                                          250821 
Police                                                   Non Emergency                                           101 
                                                           Emergencies                                                999  
PCSO on duty (Wincanton)                                                                                     101 
Library                                                 At the Town Hall                                         07396 587767 
                                                           Tuesday 9-12.30 and 2-4.30, Friday  
                                                           and Saturday 9-12.30                                     
Pharmacist                                           Ty and Mansur Lawal,  
                                                           Milborne Port Pharmacy                               250259  
Over 65s Tuesday Lunch Club              Anne Salkeld                                               250529 
                                                           Alison Flynn                                                07896 678267  
                                                           Chris Chiswell                                             07713 030782  

Milborne Port community website and diary     www.milborneport.org.uk 

Parish Council website www.milborneportpc.org.uk 

Benefice website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 
 

To have a copy of this magazine delivered to your house each month, 
Please contact Mrs Liz Redman, 4 Higher Kingsbury Close (251145)
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MARK DEWBERRY 

BUILDER 
 

Extensions, Garages, 
Patios, Brickwork, 

Stonework, Roofing, 
General Maintenance 

 
Tel: 07790 155 857

 
  

STEPHANIE HOWES 

Orchard Dene, Wick Road, 
Milborne Port, Sherborne.  

DT9 5HN.

Tel. 01963 250005 
Mobile: 07976 934252
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Tree Surgeons
Commercial & Domestic • Established over 60 years 

Full Liability Insurance • Free Estimates 
Tree surgery • Pruning • Felling • Hedge trimming 

Stump removal • Wood chipping service 

COVERING SOMERSET & DORSET

General Building  
and Carpentry 

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Carer  
Offers quality care support in your own home.      

Home live-in if required. 
Excellent references. CRB Checked. 

Fully insured.  
Many years experience of working in care.

Call  
07723 999043 0r 01963 371579  

to discuss your requirements. 

Tel: 07999 957694/01963 251306 
Email: mark_gould2@btconnect.com 

CRB Checked

Tel 01747 840885 or 0800 0833623 
www.pitmanwindows.com

Tel: 01963 371579 
Mobile: 07980 947126

FLOORS & BLINDS
LTD

All types of flooring and blinds 
supplied and fitted. 

Home Selection Service. 
 

Call Glen Homer 
07855 743796 

info@inspiration4floors.co.uk 
 

North Cadbury
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Lucy Farr  
Counselling  

Safe, warm and  

challenging counselling.  

Specialising in bereavement, sexual 

assault recovery, panic attacks, 

university students, sleep and stress.  

lucyfarrcounselling.co.uk



- 38 -

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM
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WH&J HENSHAW LTD 
Joinery Manufacturers 

 
Makers of high quality purpose 

built joinery products 
 

Doors : Windows : Stairs 
Conservatories : Foldasides 

Box Sashes etc 
Softwood / Hardwood 

 
Including all glazing and 
ironmongery requirements 

 
Tel: 01963 364123 

10 Station Road Business Park 
Stalbridge, DT10 2RN 

www.henshawjoinery.co.uk 
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Caundlewood Interiors  

Carpentry, Joinery  
and Property Maintenance 

 
07531291429    caundlewood@btinternet.com 

Various Bespoke Joinery Items 
Made and Fitted

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Foot Health Pracitioner 
& Massage Therapist

Helen Lockey
DipFH MCFHP MAFHP ITEC(Dip)

Private, professional footcare & massage 
in the comfort of your own home

Callus & Corns 
Nail trimming
Lower limb & foot massage

Ingrown toenails

Diabetic footcare
Fungal infections

TO OM E R  
T R E E  SE RV IC E S

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS

01963 250088  |  07515 030 611

toomertreeservices@outlook.com

 www.toomertreeservices.com

Tree Surgery

Hedge Cutting

Stump Removal

Fully Insured

Free Quotations

If you would 
like to 

advertise 
please call 

01963-251359
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CHURCH HOUSE   

HALL for HIRE 

 Main hall  (max. 100 people) 
 Ideal for events & private par琀es 
 Well equipped kitchen 
 Enclosed garden 
 Separate small mee琀ng room 

www.mpchouse.org.uk 
 

Or call Chris琀ne on 01963 250821 

OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Westree  
Company  

est 1975  

Tree Surgery, Fencing, Timber Buildings,  
Pruning, Felling, Hedge Trimming  

and Stump removal 

07970 851519 
jeremypitman@msn.com 

www.westreecompany.co.uk 

Homeopathic 
Practitioner 

Frances N J Pitman 
  

84 Bauntons Orchard 
Milborne Port 

Dorset 
DT9 5BP 

07891538642 
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