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LETTER FROM REVY RONA

In 1974, in a field near Kettering,
Northamptonshire, Greenbelt Festival was
born. Every August Bank Holiday since, it has
offered three days of faith, arts, justice,
inclusion, environmental and creative events.

If you care about any of these and enjoy hearing fresh debate while
dancing to great music (look up The Longest Johns and Beans on
Toast), I commend Greenbelt as a place to broaden imagination and
understanding of the issues we face.

This year's theme was Hope in the Making. We were encouraged to
be Hope Makers. But what does it mean to make hope? Instead of only
thinking of places where hope is lacking, ask: where do you see it—
today, yesterday, tomorrow, nearby or on the world stage?

St Paul reminded the Corinthians that when all else fails, three things
remain. The greatest is Love. But don't forget the others: faith and
hope. Whatever your view of faith, hope is within everyone's reach.
However small or trivial, when we notice and share our hope, it grows
into something greater than the sum of its parts.

My hope is in the kindness I've seen — community acts, random
generosity, and care for more than self: for our villages, animals,
ancient buildings.

So I ask you: Where is your hope? And how can you share it today?

With love, Rev Rona
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

BAPTISMS

Savannah Liberty Joan Edmunds 27/07/2025
Etta Eve Jones 23/06/2025
WEDDINGS

Katheryn Lockey/Caleb Holland 09/08/2025
Lucy Robinson/Samuel Buckland 17/08/2025

No funerals

CHURCH HousE 100 CLuUB

Results of the August Draw

1st Prize £30 Anonymous
2" Prize £20 Mrs E J Mumford
3rd Prize £10 Mrs M J Harrison

Congratulations to Clare Silk who took this month’s cover photo.

We are always pleased to receive new photographs for
consideration as future covers. Please send your high-res images
of scenes in and around the village to

magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk
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Milborne Wick Church

An evening with Leo Aylen

poet, traveller and storyteller

Climb on to a Cushion of Cloud
Friday, September 19t. 7.30 p.m.
Tickets from davidgriffiths2002@yahoo.co.uk

All proceeds to go towards the upkeep of the beautiful little Mission
Church at Milborne Wick

https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/news

DIOCESE OF
Bath&yVells At Milborne Port a dementia-friendly
SECiReHtES s service has been created to offer
familiarity, calm, and connection for

those living with dementia and the

people who care for them. Priest in Charge, Revd Rona Stuart-Bourne
developed the service in response to a growing need locally, “It’s a
dementia-friendly service we hold once a month in the Church Hall in
Milborne Port, on the third Saturday of the month. It’s become a space
where people feel they can come as they are. We call it Memory Lane.”

The service takes place in a relaxed setting, and the worship is shaped
by those who attend. A member of Rona’s congregation brings
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homemade cakes and biscuits and serves tea, creating a warm, steady
environment, where people feel at ease.

To support those who attend, the service follows a simple structure,
and we believe that consistency has been key. Rona shares her
approach “I didn’t want to try something one month and then change
it the next. That’s not helpful when memory is fragile. So, we’ve kept it
steady. The same structure and prayers, the same songs, the same
rhythm. It’s not complicated, and it doesn’t need to be.

“As people arrive, I always ask, ‘What would you like to sing today?’
We’ve built up a booklet of favourite hymns; with favourites such as
‘Abide With Me’, ‘We Plough the Fields and Scatter’, ‘Amazing Grace’.
These are hymns people know from school, weddings, or other key
moments. You can see the recognition on their faces as soon as the first
lines begin.”

The prayers are also chosen for familiarity. The team use prayers
people remember, such as the Serenity Prayer, The Lord’s Prayer and
a hand prayer: each finger stands for a group to pray for. With the
focus on being together and creating a space that feels safe, Memory
Lane has also become a special service for carers of those living with
dementia. Rona says carers often feel very alone and this time offers
them support and friendship, “For people caring for someone with
dementia, that hour on a Saturday can be a real moment of rest.
They’re not on display. They’re not being tested. They’re just
welcome. “Often, they use the time to talk with each other. Someone
will say, “This is what we’ve been going through,’ or ‘Have you heard
about this support?’ It’s become a space for sharing, not just
spiritually, but practically as well. It’s not complicated. It’s just about
showing up, making room for people, and listening to what’s needed.”
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St John’s Church Summer Draw and Fete

We would like to acknowledge and thank the generous business
supporters who donated prizes for the Summer Draw in July. In
addition to this list, we also wish to thank the kind individuals who
donated a wide selection of great prizes which enabled the Draw to
realize a large amount towards the Fete’s success. We raised well over
£2,000.

e Lord Charles Allen
e Bristol Road Garage
e Wayne Pullen

e Martyn Else

We would also like to thank members of “One for the Road” for the
live music.

St John’s Church Events Committee

News from the Parish Council

Coming up this Autumn...

There are always lots of plans going on behind the scenes at the Parish
Council, so we thought that we would let you know about some of the
projects that are coming to fruition within the next few months.

The damage to the cemetery wall at the entrance will be repaired and
the recent work to clear the vegetation and verge in Bathwell
Lane will be repeated in the area between the five-bar gate and the
other end of the wall by The Old Vicarage; we will also relocate the
grit bin that is on Bathwell Lane and clear the small seating area that
it currently sits in. We have a new lengthsman who you might spot
around the village clearing vegetation and generally helping to keep
things looking tidy, and the fingerpost at Milborne Wick will be
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given a new lease of life by Somerset Forge. We are very excited that
work to create our new Multi-Use Games Area (aka MUGA) at
Springfield will begin in £

September and should be \(

completed by the end of / }
October; it has been designed
to facilitate five-aside football, AR 8
basketball and tennis. It will g
look something like the one

pictured here!

Parish Council Meetings in September:

Planning Committee: Full Council - Tuesday 2nd
Planning - Tuesday 16t
Meetings take place in the Town Hall and start at 7 pm. Members
of the public are welcome to attend and can address the meeting
with questions or comments from 7-7.15 p.m. If you would like to
attend but would experience access difficulties, please let us
know in advance and we will relocate to the Community Room
downstairs.
Please note that our contact details recently changed to:
Simon Pritchard — Parish Clerk
parishclerk@milborneport-pc.gov.uk

Nathalie Hetherington — Deputy Clerk
office@milborneport-pc.gov.uk

Find us on Facebook! Search: Milborne Port Community Council
Parish Council Website: www.milborneport-pc.gov.uk

FYI- The next Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service
Community Conversations event will be on 10 September 2025 at
12:00 p.m. and the topic will be focused on road safety. Join through
the link on the website.
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It doesn’t matter what your background or experience is, whether you
represent an organisation or are speaking as an individual, you’re very
welcome.

If there is something you’d like to find out about, you can share your
questions in advance by emailing Pressofficer@dsfire.gov.uk

If you're having a problem joining, please call us on 01392 719999.
Megan Hegarty

Consultation and Engagement Officer

Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service

Phone: 01392344074

Website: www.dsfire.gov.uk

T’ai Chi & Qigong with Lucy - in Milborne
Port

First Session Free for Newcomers!

Autumn Term starts on 03/09/25 (Wednesdays) and
08/09/25 (Mondays)

Current Classes are:
¢ Monday 10.15-11.15 a.m. at Church House
e Monday 2.30 — 3.30 p.m. (Age UK Somerset) at Wheathill
Lane Community Room
e Wednesday 10.45-11.45 a.m. (and 6 - 7 p.m. — improvers
only) at Church House

None of the above are specifically for complete beginners but many
people join at different times.

There may be new classes if enough people are interested.

Between £9-10 per session (Age UK £6).

Tel: 07517 183277 or
Email: taichilessons47@gmail.com
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It is mid-August, and I am sitting in the garden in the evening sun
watching a dozen or so House Martins circling in the sky above.

These remarkable little birds have had an incredibly busy time building
nests and raising their young, since they arrived in the village in late
April / early May.

The photo was
taken in mid-June
(my thanks to
Gainsborough
House for
permission) and
shows a nest in the
shape of a half
sphere, carefully
constructed of
layers of mud
pellets and fixed
beneath the eaves
of a roof. Once the
eggs (usually 3 or ¢ , &
4) are laid and the offspring hatch the parents begln tlrelessly
gathering food, which consists mainly of insects caught on the wing.
The offspring shown here fledged soon after the photo was taken and
the parent birds then went onto have a second brood.

Sadly, declining numbers mean that the House Martin is on the red list
in the UK (UK birds of concern; source RSPB). In late September these
summer visitors will return to their winter feeding grounds in Africa
and here in Milborne Port we will look forward to their return next
year.
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Little Jays

baby and toddler
group

‘ Friday mornings 9.30-11.30 ==

Term time
Church House, Milborne Port DT9 5AN

Little Jays - new Baby & Toddler group starting on Friday
September 19th

“A welcoming space for little ones and their caregivers to connect and

have fun"

Parents & carers, come and enjoy time together while the children play.
Come for the whole time or just drop in and out. Playtime, story time
and rhyme time. Nominal charge. Refreshments provided.

The group will run on Friday mornings in termtime, starting
Friday 19t September.
9.30 — 11.30 am at Church House, Bathwell Lane,
Milborne Port DT9 3AN

For further info contact Louisa on 07980 141821
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ReBorne Community Church

Experiencing God’s Grace
Proclaiming God’s love

Regore® Demonstrating God’s fellowship
Adrian and Yvonne Bright

Good news

Coffee shop
North Street Milborne Port DT95EW

Opening Thursday September 4" 2025

Coffee Qj\j ReBorne

Opening hours from 8.30am
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Milborne Port History & Heritage Group

On Monday 15th September, Elisabeth Bletsoe
will give a talk with the delicious title of Sweet
Sheep’s Nose and Buttery Door: The
history of our lost orchards. In Thomas Hardy’s novel, The
Woodlanders (1887), he describes the local landscape of North Dorset
as filled with orchards and the smell of apples. An iconic image depicts
the hero, Giles Winterborne, standing with his specimen apple tree in
the midst of the town of Sherborne. Elisabeth explores the little-known
history of cider-making in the local area, using her own research and
oral histories that she has collected from residents of several villages.
Elisabeth is Curator of Sherborne Museum and a critically acclaimed
radical landscape poet. She has degrees in Psychology and History
(with Archaeology and Heritage) and taught in the extramural
department at Cardiff University and for the Workers’ Educational
Association. Join us at Church House in Bathwell Lane for a
7.30 pm start. We are a charity and ask for a suggested donation of
£2 per member or £5 per non-member to cover costs (please Gift Aid
your donation if you can). If you are parking in Bathwell Lane, please
do so considerately as it is a bit of a squeeze along there, although less
so following the verge clearance than it was! If you wish to become a
member of our group, and we very much hope that you do, please email
us: mphhgroup@gmail.com

It was a packed house on Monday 18th August for Ric Weeks,
Archaeologist and Exhibition Manager at The Newt in Somerset who
came to tell us about Villa Ventorum - A Roman Villa
Reimagined at the Newt in Somerset. The talk covered the wider
historic context of the region as well as the extensive archaeological
investigation of the site, examining the wealth of finds and evidence
that enabled the leading experts to reconstruct Villa Ventorum. Ric was
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impressively knowledgeable and barely paused for breath because
there was so much to tell us! We all learnt so much about the story
behind the Roman villa that was once on the site, and many were
inspired to visit Villa Ventorum, the 'new' Roman villa that is the only
one of its kind in the country.

Nathalie Hetherington, MPH&H Group Secretary

Remember that you can follow wus on Facebook -
https://www.facebook.com/groups/269663891785502 —

for updates on talks and events, and for signposts to articles that are
new to our ever-evolving website: http://milborneporthistory.org.uk.
We have many people now posting brilliant material onto our Facebook
pages, so if you are a Facebooker, it is well worth checking out these
contributions. You can also get in touch by e-mail:
mphhgroup@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICES

(including the Principal Service Readings)
Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at St John’s: Weekdays at 9 a.m.

Wednesday 374 September
10:30 am Midweek Communion Milborne Port

Sunday 7t September 12t Sunday after Trinity
Philemon 1:1-21, Luke 14:25-33

9:00 am Holy Communion Blackford

10:30 am Family Service Charlton Horethorne
10:30 am Holy Communion Milborne Port

6:00 pm Evensong Stowell

Wednesday 10t September
10:30 am Midweek Communion Milborne Port

Sunday 14t September 13t Sunday after Trinity
1 Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10

9:30 am Compton Pauncefoot and

Blackford Morning Service = Compton Pauncefoot
10:30 am Holy Communion Milborne Port
6:00 pm Evensong Charlton Horethorne

Wednesday 17t September
10:30 am Midweek Communion Milborne Port

Saturday 20t September
4:00 pm Memory Lane Milborne Port
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FOR SEPTEMBER

Sunday 215t September 14" Sunday after Trinity
2 Corinthians 4:1-6, Matthew 9:9-13

9:00 am Blackford and Compton
Pauncefoot Harvest Service Blackford
10:30 am Harvest Communion Maperton
10:30 am Matins Milborne Port
6:00 pm Harvest Service Milborne Wick
6:00 pm Holy Communion Charlton Horethorne

Wednesday 24t September
10:30 am Midweek Communion Milborne Port

Sunday 28t September 15" Sunday after Trinity
1 Timothy 6:6-19, Luke 16:19-end

9:00 am Holy Communion Compton Pauncefoot
10:30 am Holy Communion Milborne Port
6:00 pm Harvest Service Goathill

Sunday 5t October 16t Sunday after Trinity
2 Timothy 1:1-14, Luke 17:5-10

9:00 am Holy Communion Blackford

10:30 am Family Service Charlton Horethorne
10:30 am Holy Communion Milborne Port

6:00 pm Evensong Stowell
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The group leaders will showcase their groups’

u3 {ggg’;} activities, so come and share a glass of wine or

live cup of tea with us. Afterwards Jennifer

Morisetti will enthuse us with the initiatives

going on at Hawkers Re-creatives which is a hub of sustainable fashion

at Hawkers Farm Stour Provost. There she runs the annual “Defashion

Dorset” event and a “wear me out clothing” library from which outfits
can be borrowed plus much more that you can hear about.

For those people not in full time employment
OPEN AFTERNOON

Tuesday 2nd September
2.30pm - 4.00pm Henstridge Village Hall BA8 0QD
3pm Speaker

Jennifer Morisetti
shares the vision of Hawkers Re-Creatives

Please join us for a glass of wine and chat to our talented
group leaders, see what they do and share your ideas.

Become a member in September and get three months for

free

For Information call

07580 127810 or 07919 585547

www.blackmorevale.u3asite.uk
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Milborne Port Gardening Club

Meteorologically, the beginning of September is the beginning of
Autumn - though driving out of the village towards Crackmore, I am
sure you had thought it has already arrived! Once more I think just
how quickly the year progresses and change is upon us.
As the temperatures and sunshine hours decline, there will be plenty to
be getting on with in our gardens.

5 tips for September could be:

Plant your spring flowering bulbs (before the frosts);

reduce your houseplant watering;

divide your plants, especially those that are no longer in active growth;
harvest your fruit;

collect and store your seeds.

August saw our Club visit Bennetts Water Gardens near Weymouth.
Alovely surprise, it is and set in 8 acres and home to the National
Plant Collection of Water Lilies. We lost count of the variety of water
lilies as we meandered through the grounds. If you're in the area, do
take the time to visit and enjoy this hidden garden.

Please note that as from September, we are back at the Village Hall in
the evenings for our meetings and look forward to welcoming back
our members and guests alike.

“Somerset — Glorious Gardens”

The talk is an exploration of why Somerset is such a conducive location
to be a gardener, plus an armchair tour of some of the exhilarating
variety of styles of garden that can be found in the county — from
cottage gardens to cutting edge creations.

Abigail Willis is a well published writer and editor, with an interest in
gardening and the arts and based in Somerset.
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The meeting is at 7.30p’m, Tuesday 16t September. Visitors
are more than welcome. Should you wish to know more about the
Club, or join us in 2025, please do come to any meeting or contact the
Secretary (Samantha at samgraham2009@gmail.com). We happily
welcome guests to our meetings for a fee of £4.00.

Samantha Dean

Keen Gardeners Sought by Hospice!
We hope you may have managed to visit some of our beautiful gardens
that have opened their gates for us this summer - it has been hugely
successful season, raising over £27,000 for your local hospice.

St. Margarets Hospice has been serving the Somerset Community for
45 years, providing free compassionate clinical and supportive care to
people facing life limiting illness and their families in Somerset.

We are already looking ahead to Summer 2026 — and we're on the hunt
for more glorious gardens to join the line-up! All gardens are welcome
— big or small. Visitors love to see spaces they can draw inspiration
from, so while large country gardens make for a wonderful day out, a
beautiful English back garden can be just as inspiring (sometimes even
more so!). We welcome all outdoor spaces — allotments, school or
church gardens, woodlands, farms... we love an eclectic mix to offer our
visitors

If you're worried your garden might be too small, why not ask your
neighbours to join in with you, or perhaps hold a small garden party,
or plant sale? We would be delighted to hear from you if you would like
to take part, have any questions regarding our support for the gardens
taking part, or have any ideas of your own.

Holly Hackett, Community Partnerships Fundraiser &
Glorious Garden Coordinator

holly.hackett@st-margarets-hospice.org.uk Qs 01935709493
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T\ 72 MACMILLAN
4 CANCER SUPPORT

m

GLOVELIES

We had a great evening at our annual Social in Church House at our
August meeting. We had four visitors from Henstridge Flyers and a
few members brought guests with them so we had nearly forty people
eating cheese and biscuits, “drinking wine and feeling fine”. It was a
warm evening, as most of them have been this summer, so we were
able to have all the doors open.

Millie, our secretary, has produced the programme for this year and it
is very varied with speakers ranging from a talk about yoga to a talk
on CPR. We will also resume our monthly afternoon catch ups from
October 23rd.

Our next meeting is on 11th September in our room at the town hall
which we share with the library at 7.30pm when Dawn from Yoga
Sherborne will give us a talk on the benefits of yoga. Visitors are
welcome at a cost of £5 which includes a drink.

As you probably know, we are open for coffee/tea every Friday
morning from 10.30am. However, on 5th September we will be
holding our special coffee morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer. This
is a very worthy cause, and we do try to raise as much money as
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possible, so please come along - buy a coffee and cake (we will be
having a special cake stall), buy some raffle tickets (there will be good
prizes) and donate as much as you can.

Christine Porter The Glovelies (MPWI)

Coffee Morning in aid of

MacMillan Cancer Support
10.30 a.m. Friday 5%, September
Town Hall

Milborne Port
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Friends of Milborne Port Library

What is a library? Most people would reply “A place where you can
get books to read” - but a library is much more than that — it is a place
to meet and get information and for many elderly people it is a lifeline
for companionship as well as the joy of books. Young children can
develop their social skills and find that reading opens up the world to
them. It gives a lifelong love of learning.
Our library is very welcoming with our friendly and informative staff,
Millie and Karen. Volunteers take books to those unable to visit the
library themselves. There are many activities for children and the
numbers partaking continue to expand. We have a stalwart group of
“Friends of Milborne Port Library” who keep in touch with all the
relevant authorities to “keep the show on the road”.
Although sharing the Town Hall’'s Community Room works extremely
well and has one of the highest footfalls of small libraries in Somerset,
we are hopeful that in the not too distant future we will have a new
building for our library where we will be able to extend our services,
such as a warm space in winter, a quiet place to read, meet friends and
have a coffee. Other services will include an extended Children’s
Section, Computers, a printing service, plus other services. Watch this
space!

Mary Clothier marydmc38@gmail.com

Report from Millie: Wow! We have had a very busy summer with
lots of children joining in the Summer Reading Challenge. It has been
fabulous to see lots of new faces joining the library and taking out lots
of books. A huge thank you to our lovely volunteers — Val and Celia
who have been helping us with the activities for the Summer Reading
Challenge.
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Coming up in September we have:

Rhyme Time — Restarts on Tuesday 2" September and is on
every Tuesday at 10.30am. Aimed at children aged 0 — 4years old.
We sing songs and rhymes and share a story together.

Book Club is back on Tuesday 24 September at 2pm. Free to join
and a cuppa is always included in our book chat. This runs every 4
weeks so there is also a session on the 3ot September at 2pm.

Knit and Natter and Puzzle afternoonis on the Tuesday 9t and
23rd September 2.30 — 4p.m.

Board Games Morning is on Saturday 13t September drop in
between 9.30 — 12noon.

Lego Club is back on Saturday 20t September 9.30 — 12noon

Pompom Sea creatures craft session will be on Saturday
27th September 10 — 11a.m.

Violet and Henry fell in love here. And so will
= o o

Our book recommendation of the
month is: The Orange House by Isabelle
Broom. Twenty years ago The Orange House
brought them together. Now, will it be the
reason they part?

Available in the library.

i
)
&
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The September Night Sky

“When the ancients beheld the night sky, they didn't see another
place, they saw another state of being.” — Dana Hutton

This month we have astronomical autumn on the 220 and
meteorological autumn on the 1st. Their key difference is how they
define the start of autumn. Astronomical autumn occurs when the
Earth’s tilt causes the sun’s path to cross the equator, resulting in
roughly equal lengths of day and night. This normally falls around the
22nd or 231 of September. Meteorological autumn, however, always
starts on September 15t and is based on dividing the year into three-
month periods for easier statistical comparison of weather data.

Planets visible this month:

Evening Sky: Saturn (east) and Mars (west)

Midnight: Saturn (south).

Morning Sky: Mercury (east) Venus (east), Jupiter (east),

Saturn (west).

September 2025 Astronomical Events

1st; start of meteorological autumn.

7th: Full Moon the last full moon of summer. However, this year the
October full moon is The Harvest Moon. In Celtic and Old English
traditions the September full moon is called the Barley Moon.

8th: Moon near Saturn and Neptune

14; Last quarter Moon.
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16th: Moon near Jupiter.
17th: Moon near Jupiter.
16t: Moon near Venus.

215t: New Moon - the best time to observe faint objects in the night
sky as there is no interference from moonlight. Saturn reaches
opposition, when it will be at its brightest and closest to Earth, visible
all night.

22nd; Autumnal Equinox (start of astronomical autumn): marks the
beginning of Autumn in the Northern Hemisphere. On this day the Sun
crosses the celestial equator travelling north to south. After the
Autumnal Equinox, nights become longer than days - the Sun rises
later, and evenings arrive earlier.

3ot First quarter Moon.

Sunrise and Sunset

1st: Sunrise 6.25 am Sunset: 7:57
pm

3oth: Sunrise 7.10 am Sunset: 6.51
pm

In Milborne Port, the first day of
the month is 13 hours, 32 minutes
long. The last day of September is
11 hours, 41 minutes, so the length
of the days gets 01 hours, 51
minutes shorter in September
2025. Good Viewing.

Ganymede

......... goodbye to Summer and hello to Autumn.
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Change of Magazine Editor

Linda —

“It is a sad day to hear you are giving up. ... Thank you for all your hard
work. “

“I'm sorry to hear that you are unable to continue editing the
magazine, which you have edited so well for many years.”

And | too would like to thank Linda for her several years of
editing this magazine. Her standards have always been very
high, and | will endeavour to keep these up, although my use
of English is sometimes a bit dodgy!

She has also spent a lot of time with me explaining the
systems, deadlines etc and provided a comprehensive
framework from which to work.

So thankyou Linda — ajob well
done.
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MAGAZINE DEADLINES

All entries for the October 2025 issue of the magazine to the

editor please by Saturday 20t. September at 12 noon

latest.
Distributors at the church on Friday 26t. September at 2p.m.
Editor’s email:

magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk

All email contributions will be acknowledged. If you do not
receive a reply, or if you are unable to use email, please ring
01963 250382 (answering machine — please leave name and

number and I will get back to you).
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