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WALLPAPER BESPOKE CURTAINS  LOOSE COVERS
FABRICS UPHOLSTERY HOMEWARE
BLINDS GIFTS FURNITURE

Full measure and fitting service

Upstairs Downstairs Interiors t. 01935 813 831
The Old School Rooms, e. info@updowninteriors.co.uk
Long Street, Sherborme DT9 3BS w. updowninteriors.co.uk

AP Kitchen
Solutions

Come and visit our
newly-updated showroom in lichester
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Mew Wachem
.....‘... Retertishoments LUXURY RESIDENTIAL & NURSING CARE
S IN AN ELEGANT COUNTRY SETTING

N2 Obigatios Quetstion

‘m 01963 32746
— www.elliscombehouse.com
1 01935 849559 "7 SN0 S Higher Holton | Wincanton | BA9 8EA

Computer Sales & Repairs ... PC & MAC

v Small Business Support

v'New PCs & Laptops 01963 250788
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v IPhone & iPad Setup
The Weighbridge v Virus Removal = o
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A career
that makes

a W&w&

Lisa worked in retail over
Christmas, she once had a role
as a barista and spent some time
as a nanny. All of that experience
has led her to a rewarding role
she feels comfortable with and
thoroughly enjoys.

Joinyour leam Home
Call 01935577030 or visit Instead.

www.homeinstead.co.uk/yeovil-bridport 75_ us, iy /16240//a/

L

MARK ANDREWS

Property Maintenance
*Renovations * Fencing * Groundworks «
* Decorating/Tiling * Driveways ¢

M: 07592 523241 T: 01963 250223
E: markandrewspm@gmail.com




Something Else Fishy
Quality Fish & Chips OMPUTER PROBLEN,

F d//;&b Need Help? [ I Tuition?

Fish and Chip

Takeaway Friendly and patient help & tuition in
Tuesday-Saturday evening 5pm-8.30pm your own home
Friday & Saturday lunch 11.30am-1.30 .
riday . aturday lunc . am pm Call Tony O’Brlen
1 High Street « Milborne Port

Tel: 01963 250225 01963 250582
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COMPANY LS SELF STORAGE
Domestic fencing specialist -

Over 30 years’ experience
Free Survey and Quotation

10 year guarantee
No VAT

01935 330 095

07976 909 638 |
KEEPSTORAGE.CO.UK

] -
q I ] g[as 4& 7M”’$’3”0I’"S Steve Adams g

Servicing, Tyres, Brakes, Carbon Cleaning, Chimneys

Chimney Sweeping across the
Blackmore Vale
Woodburner & Flue Installations
HETAS regd installer
Bird Guards & Cowls supplied and
fitted

Mob 07932 655267

steveadamschimneys@
hotmail.com

%, 01963 401547
* www.maidmentmotors.co.uk
2 Glovers Close, Milborne Port, DT9 5ER




FOR A LOCAL PERSONAL
INSURANCE SERVICE

Contact NFU Mutual Yeovil on
01935 475 661 | Yeovil_agency@nfumutual.co.uk

NFU Mutual

The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982).

CRACKMORE
GARAGE

(Jon Creighton - Workshop Manager)

SERVICING
REPAIRS Retai Motor
CAR SALES Federation
M.O.T. TESTING

Milborne Port 251221




Care Provider & PA

Home Care - Overnight Care - Outdoors Respite
Housekeeping -Transportation
Experienced in Dementia - Parkinson’s
Brain injuries - Mental Health - PTSD
Companionship - Confidentiality - Professionalism
Contact Zoe Petraki on mob: 07436 855 755

zoe_carer@protonmail.com

Registered Micro-Provider

SILBURY

Chartered Accountants

Tax returns for individuals and trusts
Business accounts and tax

North Street, Milborne Port
01935 814586

WAYNE PULLEN

Family Butcher
TOP QUALITY LOCAL MEAT

Prime Beef, Lamb, Free-Range Pork,
Free Range Chickens and Ducks
A Large Selection of Home-Cooked Meats and Pies
Quality — Service — Satisfaction

6 High Street, Milborne Port Tel. 01963 250222
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Florist - Local Delivery

01963-251023
www.lavenderandgrey.com

L

FENCING & GATES

(¢) 07355295534

@ precision-fencing@hotmail.com

Mark Pattemore

Any j nsider
grass cutting, hedge trimming,
help with allotments, garden tidying,
landscaping, small building work

please call me on :

07811 536050
or 250152 -

ﬁ Friendly reliable service J ﬁ

- JH

"FLOORING |

MILBORNE PORT, SOMERSET
i 07803365867
. sales@jh-flooring.co.uk
Supplying & Fitting Carpets,
* Vinyl, LVT & Safety Flooring

Trefoil Wellbeing

Massage for body, mind and spirit

clinical massage
for chronic pain

holistic massage
Chavutti Thirumal
Lomi Lomi temple style
Dom Marshall 07710 652434
trefoilwellbeing.com

@ Jules Sandersmcsp Hcpc
Physiotherapist
Mobile Physiotherapy care
in the comfort of your own home

Chartered Physiotherapist with
over 40 years experience working for the NHS as
well as private and domiciliary physiotherapy.
| specialise in rehabilitation, orthopaedics,
mobility issues, home assessment, post op and
post trauma care etc.
Covering North Dorset and South Somerset.

Tel: 01963 371163 | 07866 310 045
Email: julessanders2626@gmail.com




L EIEE | ART OF CONFIDENCE
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We're here to support o NOW IN
you with care and & 3
compassion. : ' MILBORNE PORT
66, SOUTH STREET DT9 5DH

Wills | Powers of Attorney | Probate | Estate Planning

email: quantockpilates@gmail.com
Getintouch 01268817087 Call: Emma Rhys Thomas

with our friendly info@southwestwillsandprobate.co.uk 0 79 2 8 29 1 1 9 2
local team southwestwillsandprobate.co.uk

SALLY VIRGINIA WRIGHT
REIKI - ENERGY - SOUND HEALING
SERVING MILBORNE PORT, SHERBORNE & SURROUNDING ARFAS

I offer gentle, restorative therapies to support balance, clarity and well-being—
physical, emotional and energetic.
As a Reiki Master trained in Natural Energy and Sound Healing, I work with people
of all ages from my peaceful home practice in Milborne Port.
These complementary therapies are non-invasive, deeply nurturing, and suitable for

anyone seeking calm, connection or renewal.

For more information please contact Sally on 07980 464903

07980 464903 www.sallyvirginiawright.co.uk

DAVE THURGOQOD

Painter & Decorator

**FRERQUOTES™§

07792391368
55 Ridgewav Sherborne Dorset DT9 6DA

dave.thurgoodstfc@btinternet.com www.sherbornedecorator.com




GARDENS OF ILLUSION .

Garden design & construction
stonework & restoration
patios & driveways
ponds & water features
outdoor lighting

all types of fencing & remote controlled gates
& garden maintenance

Please contact Mark on:
07813 600546 or (01963) 220264

www.gardens-of -illusion.co.uk

email: jardin.concepter@gmail.com

We are a small business, delivering first class work,
with local references available.

-@
* Homeopathy
+ Physiotherapy

« Beauty, Nails & Waxing
- Eyebrows & Lashes

t: 01963 251860
e: info@56londonroad.co.uk

- Soft Tissue Therapy

- Sports & Remedial Massage

« Acupuncture & Chinese Medicine
«» Counselling & Talking Therapies

London Road Clinic

Complementary Health & Beauty in the heart of Milborne Port

+ Kinesiology
* Hypnotherapy
+ Herbal Medicine

+ Cranial Therapy

www.56londonroad.co.uk
56londonroadclinic

DANIEL CREIGHTON

LOCAL
BUILDER

All Aspects of Building

and Groundwork undertaken
SWQR Registered

07498818446

danielcreighton75@gmail.com

SERENE DREAMS

With Deborah Barsby

Mobile Complementary Therapist
with Beauty in Milborne Port

Treatments include:

Massage, Reflexology,
Aromatherapy, Indian Head
Massage, Chinese Cupping, Waxing
Manicures & Pedicures, Facials,
Eyelash extensions,
Eyelash & Eyebrow tints.
Hours: 9am - 9pm Monday - Friday
Phone 07791625289




A LETTER FROM REV RONA

Welcome to 2026! As we step into a new year,
| pray that God’s grace, peace, and joy will
surround you and those you love.

This year has been set aside across our diocese

as a Year of Prayer—a wonderful opportunity to
deepen our life with God. Each month | hope to reflect on a different
way of praying, and for January our theme is Blessings. From the
familiar “Bless you” after a sneeze to the tender moment of being
anointed at life’s end, blessing shapes our language and our lives, often
without us noticing its depth or meaning.

In Scripture, blessing expresses God’s generosity, human gratitude,
and the desire to wish others well. Today we still use it to offer
kindness or encouragement. Although it can sometimes be used lightly
or even patronisingly, | want this month to be a deliberate invitation:
to bless at least one other person—in word, action, or prayer.

Around Epiphany (6th January), Christians in the Orthodox tradition
take part in the ancient ritual of Chalking the Door, a simple and
beautiful house blessing. This year the letters are 20 C M B 26:

20 — the century

C M B — Christus Mansionem Benedicat (“Christ bless this house”),
and also the initials of Casper, Melchior, and Balthazar, the
traditional names of the Wise Men

26 —the year

If you have some chalk, | encourage you to mark your door lintel with
these letters and perhaps offer to do the same for a neighbour as a
sign of blessing. You may also wish to pray this prayer:



God of Light, bless this home.
Make it a haven of rest
for all in need of your warmth and care.
And when we go out from this place,
may we never lose sight of the Epiphany star.
May all who enter, throughout the year, find love and light;
for Christ has come to dwell in this home and in these hearts. Amen.

May God bless you richly throughout the year ahead. Rev Rona

E
v
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PATRICIA MARIGOLD DEWFALL 07/11/2025

V

X

FUNERALS:

ANN HEWLETT 28/711/2025
ROLINDA SHERBURN 02/12/2025
JOHN PATRICK FANNING 08/12/2025

LINDA MARGARET MUMFORD 1571272025

Peter Mumford, along with Lizzy, Rhys and Alys, would like to
thank everyone for their kind words, cards, phone calls and prayers
following Linda's death last month. They have meant a great deal to

all of us.




The Church House 100 Club was created to support the running
costs of the hall, particularly utilities and insurance costs. This raffle is
run monthly by the Church House Committee and currently costs just
£15 a year, with monthly prizes of £10, £20 and £30 to be won.

There are a number of places available in the 100 Club. If you would like
to join and help support this valuable community facility, please
email 100club@mpchouse.org.uk.

Ben Grundy

Church House, Milborne Port

CLEANER required for 2 hours per week

plus an extra hour occasionally.
To find out more please phone
07740 862823
Or email jacquie.hall@me.com



mailto:100club@mpchouse.org.uk
mailto:jacquie.hall@me.com

SNOWDROP COFFEE MORNING

“fﬁ \ Saturday 31%t January
10.30 a.m. until 12.00 noon

Keepers Lodge, Brook Street,
Milborne Port

£2.00

Includes walk around the garden and
Tea/Coffee and Biscuits

By kind permission of Drs Holden and
Salkeld

The Royal British Leg!

Milborne Port and Djst

would like to thank Every

their generous donations
year.

We raised £2552.«
Maggie Pelly.



https://raquelwassup.blogspot.com/2012/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

How we get your Parish Magazine to you every month.

Felicity: The magazine editor is sent articles by village organisations every
month. | have been asked how much it costs to put an article in — nothing.
(Please note that the Editor will prioritise Milborne Port/Wick/Goathill
contributors, then from the wider Benefice, then beyond, especially if there
are local connections. Sometimes it is necessary to edit contributions
because of space restrictions).

The whole thing is run by volunteers who care about this village. If you
wish to place an advert in for your business (which will cost), get in touch
with Robin Bawtree — details on page 35 of the magazine. When the
deadline has been reached, the magazine is put together and then sent off
to Shelleys the Printers. Four days later the magazines are delivered to
Richard and Liz who bundle them up ready for the distributers who collect
them from Church on the last Friday of the month, and who then take them
and deliver them on their “round.”

Richard: Distributors: 620 magazines are printed every month.
Approximately 500 of these are delivered by the army of volunteers
(everyone involved in the whole process of producing the magazine is a
volunteer apart from the printers), about 100 are distributed around the
village and are sold through local outlets, others are posted. We rely on
the advertisers and a great number of volunteers to keep costs as low as
possible, so we do not want wastage.

A free magazine is delivered to any house that changes hands which is on
each round — this gives the chance to knock on the door and say hello to
newcomers.

Magazines are sold through the Church, Waynes Butchers, the Coop,
Charlton Horethorne shop, and the Garage.




One of the distributers, Kate, has moved to
Sherborne. We are currently short of a couple of
magazine distributors , but we are specifically
looking for someone to deliver in the Wick Road area

starting in the New Year . If you can help, please
contact Liz.  (Details bottom page 35 in the magazine) THANKYQOU

Save the Dates:

Marmalade Festival at Frank’s Saturday 7" March (Remember to
buy your Seville Oranges when they appear in January and get
making!)

Saturday 14th March Yeovilton Brass Band

7:30pm at The Village Hall

Milborne Port Community Plan: Emergency and Flood Plan
Steering Group: ‘Milborne Port Prepared’

This steering group had its first meeting on the 19th of November 2025 and
made considerable progress in working out how the village can respond to
emergencies this winter and beyond. The next meeting will be at the Town
Hall at 7 pm on Tuesday 6t January 2026. Please come with your ideas,
problems, and thoughts on how we move forward as a resilient parish
prepared for anything!

Contact ClIr. Margaret Capon -- for further details.

margaret.capon@milborneport-pc.gov.uk or on
07445 555445



mailto:margaret.capon@milborneport-pc.gov.uk
tel:07445%20555445

Donate Receive
Volunteer

Every Thursday 1-2.30 pm.
Church House Bathwell Lane
DT9 5AN

Can You Help Please: We REALLY need

U Donations of money however small - cash or bank

U Food Donations - to the bin in the Coop or to St
John’s church - tins / jars / cereals etc.

U Offers to volunteer for occasional collection or
distribution

U Contact with anyone who is struggling to make
ends meet so that we can offer you supplies free of
charge (if you are in receipt of any credit or benefit

or in a crisis)
If you can help us in any way please contact

milborneportfoodshare@gmail.com

or Jacquie 07740 862 823


mailto:milborneportfoodshare@gmail.com

As we head into a New Year it is nice to reflect upon my top 5
birding highlights of 2025.

In February it was lovely to spot Bullfinches at different locations in
the village. These secretive birds feed on tree buds and ash keys.
Despite the beautiful red colour of the males, they can be difficult to
spot. Another finch which is probably top of my list is the Hawfinch.
Several of these stunning transient migrants, descended on the
churchyard for a few weeks in March - much to the delight of many
local birders.

Spotting a Kingfisher is always a treat but seeing a mating pair together
on several occasions in April and May was a definite highlight. The
size of a Sparrow and bullet fast in flight, we are so fortunate to have
these remarkable birds patrolling the River Gascoigne.

Hearing the screams of the first Swifts of the season is unfailingly
special. In May and June I spent many hours watching parent birds
tirelessly bringing prey, caught on the wing, to their noisy offspring in
nests between the tiles of the church roof.

Finally, in June I was witness to a stunning ariel display by a lone
Hobby as I stood by Pud Brook. This small agile raptor was chasing
swifts (an ambitious
prey given their
flight capabilities)
banking steeply,
diving and rapidly
changing direction.
It was spectacular
and for the first time
ever I managed to
get a photo!

Jane Hewitt
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Find us on Facebook: search Milborne Port Village Hall



News from
the Parish
Council

The 5-aside
football/basketball _
MUGA  (multi- Zog — —b g TR
use games area) el A ;

at Springfield is
now being enjoyed
by our sporty
residents! If you are
not likely to use it yourself, do tell others about it, and go and have a
look, as it is a thing of beauty! And even better, this project was funded
at no cost to council taxpayers as the monies came from housing
development s106 funding.

January Meetings: Full Council - Tuesday 13th; Planning
Committee - Tuesday 20t

Meetings take place in the Town Hall and start at 7 pm. Members of
the public are welcome to attend and can address the meeting with
questions or comments from 7-7.15 pm. If you would like to attend but
would experience access difficulties, please let us know in advance and
we will relocate to the Community Room downstairs.

Please note that our contact details recently changed to:
Simon Pritchard — Parish Clerk parishclerk@milborneport-pc.gov.uk
Nathalie Hetherington — Deputy Clerk office@milborneport-pc.gov.uk

Find us on Facebook! Search: Milborne Port Community Council
Parish Council Website: www.milborneport-pc.gov.uk



mailto:clerk@milborneport-pc.gov.uk
mailto:office@milborneport-pc.gov.uk
http://www.milborneport-pc.gov.uk/

Inspire Sessions Bring Learning to Life

These special events gave families the chance to learn
alongside their children and experience first-hand the
excitement of classroom activities.

Newtown Class (Year 4 and 5)
Highlights included creating beautiful still life artwork.

Venn Class (Year 1 and 2)

The focus was on storytelling and mathematical reasoning. Children
particularly enjoyed sharing their learning around the Christmas story and
demonstrating how maths is taught through hands-on strategies.

Celebrating Curriculum Success

Year 5 and 6 — Ancient Greece

Learners explored the big question: "Did the ancient Olympic Games
empower the people of Greece?" They demonstrated deep research, critical
thinking, and a mature understanding of ancient history.

Year 2 and 3 — The Stone Age

"What resources show us what it was like to live in the Stone Age?"

Their curiosity and enthusiasm have been a joy to see.

Choir Achievements
Over the festive season, they have represented the school beautifully at
several community events, including:

9 The Christmas Light Switch-On

1 The Reborne Christmas Event

1 The School Christmas Fair
A huge congratulations to all choir members and staff for their dedication
and wonderful performances.



We are incredibly proud of the hard work our pupils have put into preparing
their Christmas celebrations this year.

We were also pleased to welcome members of our local community who
delivered a special Open the Book assembly. The children thoroughly enjoyed
the storytelling and interactive elements, and we look forward to hosting
them again in the future.

Milborne Port Primary School Christmas Fair

Our heartfelt thanks go to the Milborne Port PTFA for organising a truly
wonderful Christmas Fair this year. The event was a great success, bringing
together families, staff, and members of the local community for an
afternoon full of festive fun.

The fair was opened beautifully by our school choir, whose singing set the
perfect tone for the celebrations. Visitors enjoyed a wide range of stalls run
by local community members, delicious food and drinks, and even the chance
to purchase Christmas trees. Children were especially delighted by the games
room and, of course, the appearance of the main man himself—Father
Christmas!

Thanks to the incredible support from everyone who attended and
contributed, we raised an amazing £1500. Every penny will go directly
towards improving our outdoor learning areas, helping us create inspiring
and enriching spaces for all our pupils.

We would also like to extend a special thank you to Grassroots Garden and
Aquatics Centre in Henstridge for kindly donating a beautiful Christmas tree
to our school.

Thank you to everyone in our school community for your ongoing
support. We hope you all had a joyful and restful Christmas season.

Carmen Danyali Headteacher



CHURCH SERVICES

(including the Principal Service Readings)
Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel at St John’s: Weekdays at 9 a.m.

Sunday 4t January Epiphany Sunday
Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12

9:00 am Holy Communion Blackford
10:30 am Holy Communion Milborne Port
6:00 pm Evensong Stowell
Wednesday 7t January

10:30 am Midweek Communion Milborne Port

Sunday 11t January The Baptism of Christ
Isaiah 42:1-9, Matthew 3:13-end

9:30 am Compton Pauncefoot and

Blackford Morning Service =~ Compton Pauncefoot
10:30 am Holy Communion Milborne Port
6:00 pm Evensong Charlton Horethorne
Wednesday 14t January
10:30 am Midweek Communion Milborne Port
Saturday 17t January
4:00 pm Memory Lane Milborne Port

Sunday 18t January 2nd Sunday of Epiphany
1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42

9:00 am Blackford and Compton

Pauncefoot Morning Service Blackford
9:00 am Holy Communion Milborne Wick
10:30 am Holy Communion Maperton
10:30 am Matins Milborne Port

6:00 pm Holy Communion Charlton Horethorne



FOR JANUARY

Wednesday 215t January
10:30 am Midweek Communion Milborne Port

Sunday 25t January 3" Sunday of Epiphany
1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-23

9:00 am Holy Communion Compton Pauncefoot
10:30 am Holy Communion Milborne Port

3:00 pm Evensong Goathill
Wednesday 28t January

10:30 am Midweek Communion Milborne Port

Sunday 15t February Presentation of Christ in the Temple
Malachi 3:1-5, Luke 2:22-40

9:00 am Holy Communion Blackford
10:30 am Holy Communion Milborne Port
12:15 pm Holy Baptism Milborne Port
6:00 pm Evensong Stowell
Wednesday 4t February

10:30 am Midweek Communion Milborne Port

Sunday 8t February 2" Sunday before Lent
Romans 8:18-25, Matthew 6:25-end

9:30 am Compton Pauncefoot and
Blackford Morning Service =~ Compton Pauncefoot

10:30 am Holy Communion Milborne Port
6:00 pm Evensong Charlton Horethorne



Our MP in Parliament Contact:sarah.dyke.mp@parliament.uk

Notes on some of the issues that our local MP, Sarah Dyke, has engaged with
recently. Not a party-political pitch, but a record of her actions as our constituency
representative.

Sarah submitted a written Parliamentary Question to the Home Secretary asking
what urgently needed extra resources Somerset and Avon Police will receive under
the Rural and Wildlife Crime Strategy.

Sarah asked for a debate on the ticket resale market and on measures needed to
protect consumers, event organisers and the wider live music industry.

She asked the Secretary of State what plans the Government has to embed
agriculture, environment and food studies into the national curriculum, to inspire
the next generation to pursue careers in those sectors.

She called on the Government to act now to stop criminal gangs who are dumping
waste at scale across the country. (which threatens an environmental disaster and
poses a risk to public health.)

Sarah is urging the Government to change part of the Zoo Licensing Act to exempt
domesticated reindeer.

Milborne Port History & Heritage
Group
On 8th November 2025, our good friend
John Fanning died; he was a committee
member, trustee and staunch supporter of
our group. As well as having a keen interest
in local history, he was extremely
knowledgeable on a wide range of subjects,
and was a very kind and interesting man,
always the gracious host for the Committee meetings that we held in
his home. I hope that some readers managed to attend the service for
him on 8t December at St John’s. We will miss him.




| Our next event will be on Monday 19t
. January 2026, when Milborne Port
| resident Charlotte Carty will present ‘In my
| Grandfather’s Footsteps’.
(This is a repeat of the highly moving and
.~ engaging talk that Charlotte gave on 10th
| May 2025 as part of our VE Day
| Commemorations. It was so good that we
are offering it again to those who missed it
or for those who would like to hear it again!)
The talk will cover the exploits of Lt Col Brown during his days fighting
in the Far East in World War Two. The talk will provide a brief overview
of the fighting in India and Burma and recount the adventures of the
family of Lt Col Brown in 2024 as they re-created the Assam
Regiment’s 77 mile, 39-hour, non-stop march in the Naga Hills of N E
India where the regiment helped to halt the Japanese advance into
India.

Join us at Church House in
Bathwell Lane for a 7.30 pm start.
We are a charity and ask for a suggested
donation of £2 per member or £5 per
non-member to cover costs. If you are
parking in Bathwell Lane, please do so
considerately as it is a bit of a squeeze
along there, although less so following the
verge clearance than it was!

If you wish to become a member of our group, and we very much hope

that you do, please email us: mphhgroup@gmail.com

Nathalie Hetherington, MPH&H Group Secretary


mailto:mphhgroup@gmail.com

Blackmore Vale
ud

Tuesday January 6%

learn,
laugh,
live

Doors open 2.15pm, Speaker 3pm

HENSTRIDGE VILLAGE HALL BA8 0QB

SPEAKER: DAVID BAILEY
Award winning
Wildlife Photographer

Members £2.00 Visitors £3.00 Includes refreshments.
Call 07580 127810 or 07919 585547 for information

or visit our website www.blackmorevale.u3asite.uk
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This has been a very festive month for most of our
members, beginning with our coach trip to Exeter at

S the end of November. We started off on a cold,
e frosty but sunny morning and by the time we reached
T C Exeter the frost had disappeared, and it was
: relatively warm but sunny There was the usual

Christmas market and the nativity scene outside the

GLOVELIES C(Cathedral and I know at least one of our members

went in to view the inside of the cathedral. Two weeks later, eight of

us went to the County Carol Service at Wells. This is always a really

enjoyable service, preceded by lunch and a wander round the market
stalls.

Those of us who attended the Thursday drop in at the end of November,
took part in the County Christmas Quiz and enjoyed puzzling over the
cryptic answers.

Our December Thursday meeting took place in Something Else Fishy
restaurant as they kindly opened up especially for us. We were looked
after very well by the staff and, after we finished the delicious fish &
chips, we had a Guess the Baby competition and the raffle was
drawn. It was a really enjoyable evening.

Our first meeting in January will be on the 8th when there is a change
to the advertised programme. Members are asked to bring something
relating to their favourite artist. This can be a painter, sculptor,
musician or anything that has inspired them - and discuss it.

We continue to serve coffees & teas, plus cake and biscuits on Friday
mornings from 10.30am. We will not be open on Boxing Day but, as
the library is open on Saturday 27th, we will be serving coffee so if
anyone would like a change from staying indoors and celebrating, then
please drop it.
In the meantime, can I wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year from Milborne Port Glovelies/WI.

Christine Porter
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Friends of Milborne Port Library

Dates for January 2026

*New* Scrabble Club. Every Tuesday afternoon 2.30-4pm starting
on the 6t January — Drop in and play

Lego Club — Saturday 10t January. 9.30 — 12noon. For all ages
5+. Duplo available for under 5’s.



Board Games — Saturday 24" January 9.30-12. For all ages

Rhyme Time — Tuesdays, 10.30am. For all little ones aged 0 — 4
years. Join us for singing, stories, rhymes and fun with the musical
instruments.

Children’s Craft Club - Saturday 17*January 10.30 -
11.30am. Aimed at ages 4+.

Book Club — Tuesday 20t January 2pm. Please do join us as we
discuss the most recently read book and distribute the next book.
Refreshments provided.

Mary Clothier marydmc38@gmail.com

Milborne Port Gardening Club
January 2026

Happy New Year to all. Hopefully you have
been mulling over plans for your garden, be
the tasks be small or larger. If you are a
new to the village, or considering joining a
group this year, meeting likeminded folks,
you’d be very welcome to come along and
join us as a visitor and hopefully join us.

December saw our members meet for a

lovely convivial evening with drinks, snacks and happy banter. We
started with a slideshow, which was a brief pictorial review of the past
12 months. This was followed by a team project to produce a center
piece for a dining table. It was a fun and inclusive project, producing
some wonderful arrangements. The evening was rounded off with a
Quiz, once again a team effort.
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Thank you to our members and committee for making it a wonderful
and happy end to our year of events.

So, to our first gathering for January.
We will be meeting on

Tuesday, 13t January at 7.30pm

at the Village Hall.

Jeanette Hampstead of Hedgehog Rescue
of Hazelbury Bryan, is our speaker.
Jeanette is a retired nurse, who, from
rescuing her first hedgehog in her garden,
learning along the way and now caring for
about 300 hedgehogs a year, along with
her band of dedicated volunteers, all to treat and then aid in the
recovery and rehabilitation of these creatures, so that they can be
released back into suitable environments. Her talk will hopefully
enable us all to better accommodate hedgehogs in our own gardens.

Should you wish to know more about the Club, or join us in 2025, please do
come to any meeting or contact the Secretary (Samantha at
samgraham2009@gmail.com). We happily welcome guests to our meetings
for a fee £4.00.

Samantha Dean

Musings byWFragmwkhil st ironi

A few years ago, I was going to do some ironing and looked for
something on TV to watch at the same time. I found the 1941 film of
How Green Was My Valley, a dramatization of a book by Richard
Llewelyn published in 1939 about life in a Welsh mining village in the
late 19th century. I realised that, when I had first seen the film,
probably 50 years earlier, I had not understood what it is about. I was
moved to read the book. As is often the case, the film is a rather
romanticised version of a harsh piece of writing. The narrator is Huw
the youngest of six brothers and a sister, Angharad. All the men work

ng
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in the pit and Huw expects to have to do the same. There are accidents
in the pit which affect the whole village.

When we lived in Slough in the 9os there were a lot of elderly Welsh
people there who had travelled east in the 20s and 30s looking for
work. One of the ladies told me of the time there had been an accident
in their pit and their house was the only one in the village with only one
coffin in the front room.

Back to the book. Change was coming, things were getting tight. The
mine owner, who lived grandly in a large house, was trying to reduce
the wages and lay people off. There was a strike. Huw’s brothers were
looking for work. Angharad marries the son of the mine owner. She
becomes a ‘lady’. They were a chapel family, and the minister had fallen
in love with her and she with him, but she chooses the other life. Two
of the older brothers decide to leave the village. They go to America.
The Baptist minister is desolate and cannot carry on. He goes to
Patagonia. Angharad and her husband had left the country, but she
comes back without him. The chapel holds a meeting to discuss
excommunicating her, assuming divorce. The father and one of the
brothers are killed in a pit accident. Huw gains a university scholarship
but will not break loyalty and does not go, but there’s not much family
left to hold together.

It is a fiction. Good, well researched fiction can educate. Other fiction
looks at similar matters. Ken Follet in his trilogy, Winter of the World
begins in the Welsh valleys in the late 19t century and writes of the
plight of the poor. Pit widows and families are thrown out of their tied
homes. The squire seduces a young girl. The chapel is challenged for its
double standards. The Labour movement is born.

What we see is industrial and economic change and the effects of those
on the life of a local community. We see the harshness of production
and the divisions of class, and - as we say these days - the gap between
rich and poor. It teaches us to look at the effects of political and
economic decisions. It is undoubtedly a political message.



The message is to stop and think and consider the consequences of
opinions and actions and the costs of progress and who bears that cost.

The January Night Sky

“By the darkness, stars are revealed.” — Evette Carter

Start 2026 by catching Jupiter at its brightest and best for the year, take
in a Super Full Moon, and view the Quadrantid meteor shower.

January’s Visible Planets
Morning: Jupiter.
Evening: Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune.
All Night: Jupiter.

(Not visible this month Mercury, Venus & Mars)

Astronomical Events for January

3rd  Full Moon known as the ‘Wolf Moon’; the name may originate
from the Anglo-Saxon lunar calendar. It is the time of the year
when wolves howl. Howling is used as a social rally call, a hail to
hunt or as a territorial expression. The January full moon is
known as the Quiet Moon or the Cold Moon in other cultures.
Peak of the Quadrantid meteor shower. The meteors
appear to radiate from the constellation Bootes, near the
Plough. However, viewing conditions are poor this year because
of the Full Moon.

Close approach of the Moon and Jupiter

5th  Earth at perihelion the point in Earth’s orbit at which it is
closest to the Sun. Perihelion always happens in early January,
about two weeks after the December Solstice.

oth  Jupiter at perigee. The point in Jupiter’s orbit around the
Earth when it is closest to our planet.



10th Jupiter at opposition, occurs when the earth is positioned
directly between the Sun and Jupiter, causing the two celestial
bodies to appear on opposite sides of the sky. Jupiter rises in the
east as the Sun sets in the West. Moon at Last Quarter.

18th New Moon

19th y-Ursae Minorid meteor shower. This year observing
conditions for the Gamma-Ursae Minorids are ideal, since the
peak occurs so close to the New Moon. They are a modest
shower, and this year offers one of the best opportunities to see
one of its few meteors.

23rd Close approach of the Moon, Saturn and Neptune

26t Moon at First Quarter

315t Close approach of the Moon and Jupiter

Sunrise & Sunset

15t Jan: sunrise 08:14 am Sunset: 4:14 pm Daylength: 8hrs

315t Jan: sunrise 07:49 am Sunset: 4:59 pm Daylength:9hrs 10 mins

In Milborne Port, the days lengthen by 1 hour 10 minutes during
January 2026. Spring is on its way! Happy New Year and good
viewing. Ganymede

FYI: Ganymede is a natural satellite of Jupiter and is
the largest and most massive moon in the Solar System.
D
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The Milborne Port Calendars for 2026

(some may still be available at Wayne the Butchers.
The price is £5.00.)

The monthly pictures in the calendar are those taken
by people around the village and which have
appeared on the front cover of the magazine during
2025.

The cover of this year’s calendar has an amazing
picture of a frog emerging from one of the water
tanks up at the allotments after the extremely hot
summer of 2025, taken by Terry Mitchell.

If you enjoy taking pictures and come up with a gem — please submit it for
consideration for the front cover of the magazine. Susan Wales took this
month’s cover picture of December’s full moon shining over the floodlit
church.

Please send your high-res images of scenes in and around the village to:
magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk

MAGAZINE DEADLINES

All entries for the February 2026 issue of the
magazine to the editor please by Saturday
24t January at 12 noon latest.

Distributors at the church on Friday 3ot
January at 2 p.m.

Editor’s email :
magazine@milborneportchurches.org.uk
All email contributions will be acknowledged.



Looking After Your Boiler - Ensuring
Maximum Efficiency For All Year Round

Services We Provide James Kelleher
« Installation 07817444700
* Service & Repair JKHeatingSpecialist@outlook.com

« System Fault Finding

* Domestic & Commercial
* LPG

« Unvented Systems

« Landlord Celtificates

« Emergency Call Out

€3 @ jkheatingspecialists.co.uk

PEST CONTROL SOLUTIONS

Clients Covering Rats
Mice, Was,
Flios, Foxes & Rabbis.

Tel: 07999 957694/01963 251306
Email: mark_gould2@btconnect.com
CRB Checked

MARK DEWBERRY
BUILDER

Extensions, Garages,
Patios, Brickwork,
Stonework, Roofing,
General Maintenance

Tel: 07790 155 857

STEPHANIE HOWES
Carer

Offers quality care support in your own home.

Home live-in if required.
Excellent references. CRB Checked.
Fully insured.

Many years experience of working in care.

Call
07723 999043 or 01963 371579

to discuss your requirements.

Windows - Doors -

Censcrvaterics

Combining a pergonal service with
competitive prices using
quality products

Windows . Doors . Gonservatories
Replacement roofs, Fascia Soffits & Guttering

Tel 01747 840885 or 0800 0833623
www.pitmanwindows.com
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o & G Dow,

Commercial & Domestic « Established over 60 years
Full Liability Insurance « Free Estimates

Tree surgery « Pruning « Felling » Hedge trimming
Stump removal « Wood chipping service

COVERING SOMERSET & DORSET

Tel. 01963 250005

Mobile: 07976 934252

Tree Surgeons

Orchard Dene, Wick Road,
Milborne Port, Sherborne.
DT9 5HN.

Cormmercial & Domestc




Alterations and repairs
by skilled seamstress

Justine Macconnell
07540093975
ustinemac1501@gmail.com

Based in Milbprne Port
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HSW CARE LTD

Ve zz/(;{;{
Bespoke quality care

in the comfort of your own home

Enabling people to live as
independently as possible

07786 438301
hswcareltd@gmail.com

tead care 1y your own home

RICHARD HOWES

General Building
and Carpentry

Tel: 01963 371579
Mobile: 07980 947126

Reddliff

Gascoigne Park in Milborne Port a
collection of 2, 3, 4 and 5-bed homes.
This stunning development offers
you the opportunity to experience
a high-quality, sustainable
home overlooking the Somerset
countryside with modern facilities
on your doorstep.

Tel: 01963 408811
E: info@redcliffehomes.co.uk
www.redcliffehomes.co.uk

inspwation4

FLOORS & BLINDS

All types of flooring and blinds
supplied and fitted.
Home Selection Service.

Call Glen Homer
07855 743796
info@inspiration4floors.co.uk

North Cadbury
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Contact Dyers Metal Mesh on

BRITISH SOURCED GAS & COAL

COLLECTION AVAILABLE FROM
7 Buckland Road, Pen Mill Trading Estate,
Yeovil, Somerset BA21 5EA
Contact us if delivery is required




OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

A ] Wakely @ Sons

A Private Independent

Family Funeral Directors

- 24 Hour Service -

16 Newland, Sherborne DT9 3]JQ
Telephone: 01935 816817

Pre-payment Funerals available

s
i "g’

Golden Charter
0 / Funeral Plans g
O

www.ajwakely.com

Please contact Clive Wakely. or a member of our

dedicated team for any advice or guidance.

IAN POMEROY

Oil & Gas Boiler Maintenance

safe

11 St. Catherines Crescent - Sherborne
Dorset - DT? 6DD

Tel: (01935) 812175
Mobile 07973 236543

MARTIN FREEMAN
ACCOUNTANT

offers a full range of
accountancy and book-keeping
services for the small business

Telephone
Milborne Port 250958

Southhill Vets

1 & 2 North Street Milborne Port
Tel: 01963 250255 or 01963 33226 (24 hrs)
Southhill Vets

Surgery times by Appointment

Monday 9am to 6pm
Tuesday 8.30am to 6pm
Wednesday 9am to 4pm
Thursday 8.30am to 6pm
Friday 9am to 6pm
Saturday 11.30am to 12.30pm

Southhill Vets Tel: 01963 33226
also at Balsam Fields, Wincanton;

v GARAGE DOORS

(VAVA. DORSET
vNew Doors & Automatic Systems
v Spares for all makes ~ -

v Door & motor repairs
v Free survey & quotation

Call us on
01963 363782/ 01258 472 830

@

www.dorsetgaragedoors.co.uk

Unit 9 Station Road Business Park,
Station Road, Stalbridge DT10 2RN

6 Station Road, Templecome; Manor Road, Mere

BAGWELL

PLUMBING SERVICES

07974 449746

bagwellplumbing.com
bagwellplumbingandheating@gmail.com
All aspects of plumbing work undertaken




OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

WH&J HENSHAW LTD
Joinery Manufacturers

Makers of high quality purpose
built joinery products

Doors : Windows : Stairs
Conservatories : Foldasides
Box Sashes etc
Softwood / Hardwood

Including all glazing and
ironmongery requirements

Tel: 01963 364123
10 Station Road Business Park
Stalbridge, DT10 2RN
www.henshawjoinery.co.uk

TOOMER
TREE SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEONS
01963 250088 | 07515 030 611

e Tree Surgery C|ty8’p
& Hedge Cutting Guilds

€ Stump Removal NPTC

€ Fully Insured www.toomertreeservices.com

¢ Free Quotations toomertreeservices@outlook.com

GODDEN & CURTIS

TV & AUDIO SALES & REPAIRS

Supply and installation of TVs
New and used audio equipment
VHS and cassette copying service
Monday to Saturday ~ 9am to 1pm
Afternoon service calls by arrangement

Greenhill - Sherborne - DT9 4EW | Tel: 01935 813451
Mobile: 07718 253309 | email: simon@goddenandcurtis.co.uk




OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Caundlewood Interiors

Carpentry, Joinery
and Property Maintenance

07531291429  caundlewood@btinternet.com

David Gay
CARPENTER

Various Bespoke Joinery Items
Made and Fitted

Mobile: 07811 670097
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Helen Lockey

DipFH MCFHP MAFHP ITEC(Dip)

Foot Health Pracitioner
& Massage Therapist

Private, professional footcare & massage
in the comfort of your own home

Quality Coffee. Warm Welcome.

= . Ingtown toenails Callus & Corns
Real Connection. o Disbeticlootcare  ® Nail trimming
Monday = Friday 8:30 am — 4:30 pm d F‘ungal infections ® Loweylim]oé”footmassage

Saturday 9:00 am — 12:30 pm 07852 131414 West Country Foot Care
Milborne Port, North Street westcountrqfootcare@gmail.com




OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

ACS CARPENTRY SERVICES & SASH WINDOW REPAIRS

All Aspects of «ai: 07811 431602
Carpentry and
Joinery work
covered

Email:gromitt876678@gmail.com

1) Work sympathetically carried out on historic properties
2) Specialist in the refurbishment and repair of sliding sash windows
3) New work and renovation work
oy 4) 1% and 2 fix Carpentry
83 5) Bespoke Joinery

Westree Homeopathic
Company Practitioner

est 1975

Tree Surgery, Fencing, Timber Buildings, Frances N J Pitman

Pruning, Felling, Hedge Trimming

and Stump removal 84 Bauntons Orchard
Milborne Port

07970 851519 Dorset

DT9 5BP
Www.westreecompany.co.uk 07891538642

jeremypitman@msn.com

™

DORSET DELIGHTS
CATERING

Funeral Teas, Weddings, Drinks Parties & Events
Family Run Since 2010 North Cadbury. Somerset
www.dorsetdelightscatering.co.uk

Contact Alice: 07783 928532 Louise: 07743 780609




OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

Brister&Son

Independent Family Funeral Directors

When your family suffers the loss of a
loved one, we are here to support, guide
and reassure you - every step of the way
Call Daniel on 01935 812647

100 Lenthay Road, Sherborne DT9 6AG
Email: daniel@wsbrister.com

www.wsbrister.com

BRISTOL ROAD GARAGE

MOT - SERVICING - TYRES
AIR CON SERVICING

Western Ways Yard, Bristol Road, Sherborne,
Dorset DT9 4HR

01935 812720

Q <l <
| Church House — Hall for Hire | TRANSPORTATION

Available for private hire & regular bookings
14:(7.\” )Ls'm hall ideal for 40-60 seated guests
Perfect for children’s parties

www.stalbridgeremovals.co.uk

co.uk

and family celebrations
Tables, chairs and well-equipped kitchen eRemovals Tel:
Enclosed garden included in hire fee 01963 204205

eStorage
www.mpchouse.org.uk 01935 816191
ePacking 07745 858440

or call Christine on 01963 250821




OUR ADVERTISERS SUPPORT US - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM

a fresh approach
Wills and Probate
Tax and Estate Planning
Powers of Attorney
Court of Protection

Agriculture and Rural Business
Residential and Commercial Conveyancing

Shaftesbury: 01747 440448
MaC LaChlan Sherborne: 01935 817736

SR TGRS www.maclachlansolicitors.co.uk

(') DNMER'S
RELIABLE. PROFESSIONAL. AFFORDABLE.

* For all your plumbing and heating needs
« Boiler installations, servicing and repairs
Gas appliances & servicing

24 hour call out
Boiler service plan
safe

www.dyersplumbingheating.com e
Tel: 01935 816203 ZWorcesTer (-) BOSCH

BOILER BREAKDOWN SPECIALISTS




